
James	5:1-6	-	Scriptures	-	Lesson	10
Warning	to	the	Rich


James	5:1-6	5	Come	now,	you	rich,	weep	and	howl	for	the	miseries	that	are	coming	upon	
you.	2	Your	riches	have	rotted	and	your	garments	are	moth-eaten.	3	Your	gold	and	silver	have	
corroded,	and	their	corrosion	will	be	evidence	against	you	and	will	eat	your	flesh	like	fire.	You	
have	laid	up	treasure	in	the	last	days.	4	Behold,	the	wages	of	the	laborers	who	mowed	your	
fields,	which	you	kept	back	by	fraud,	are	crying	out	against	you,	and	the	cries	of	the	harvesters	
have	reached	the	ears	of	the	Lord	of	hosts.	5	You	have	lived	on	the	earth	in	luxury	and	in	self-
indulgence.	You	have	fattened	your	hearts	in	a	day	of	slaughter.	6	You	have	condemned	
and	murdered	the	righteous	person.	He	does	not	resist	you.


Prov.	10:22	22	The	blessing	of	the	Lord	brings	wealth,	and	he	adds	no	trouble	to	it


Matt.	20:8	8And	when	evening	came,	the	owner	of	the	vineyard	said	to	his	foreman,	“Call	the	
laborers	and	pay	them	their	wages,	beginning	with	the	last,	up	to	the	first.”


Lev.	19:13	13	“You	shall	not	oppress	your	neighbor	or	rob	him.	The	wages	of	a	hired	worker	shall	
not	remain	with	you	all	night	until	the	morning.


Mal.	3:5	5	Then	I	will	draw	near	to	you	for	judgment.	I	will	be	a	swift	witness	against	the	
sorcerers,	against	the	adulterers,	against	those	who	swear	falsely,	against	those	who	oppress	
the	hired	worker	in	his	wages,	the	widow	and	the	fatherless,	against	those	who	thrust	aside	the	
sojourner,	and	do	not	fear	me,	says	the	Lord	of	hosts.


Luke	10:7	7	and	remain	in	the	same	house,	eating	and	drinking	what	they	provide,	for	the	
laborer	deserves	his	wages.	Do	not	go	from	house	to	house.


Matt.	5:38-42	38	“You	have	heard	that	it	was	said,	‘An	eye	for	an	eye	and	a	tooth	for	a	tooth.’	39	
But	I	say	to	you,	do	not	resist	the	one	who	is	evil.	But	if	anyone	slaps	you	on	the	right	cheek,	
turn	to	him	the	other	also.	40	And	if	anyone	would	sue	you	and	take	your	tunic,	let	him	have	
your	cloak	as	well.	41	And	if	anyone	forces	you	to	go	one	mile,	go	with	him	two	miles.	42	Give	to	
the	one	who	begs	from	you,	and	do	not	refuse	the	one	who	would	borrow	from	you.


Matt.	6:19-21	19	“Do	not	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	on	earth,	where	moth	and	rust	destroy	
and	where	thieves	break	in	and	steal,	20	but	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	in	heaven,	where	
neither	moth	nor	rust	destroys	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	in	and	steal.	21	For	where	your	
treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also.


Rev.	20:11-15	11	Then	I	saw	a	great	white	throne	and	him	who	was	seated	on	it.	From	his	
presence	earth	and	sky	fled	away,	and	no	place	was	found	for	them.	12	And	I	saw	the	dead,	great	
and	small,	standing	before	the	throne,	and	books	were	opened.	Then	another	book	was	
opened,	which	is	the	book	of	life.	And	the	dead	were	judged	by	what	was	written	in	the	books,	
according	to	what	they	had	done.	13	And	the	sea	gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	it,	Death	and	
Hades	gave	up	the	dead	who	were	in	them,	and	they	were	judged,	each	one	of	them,	according	
to	what	they	had	done.	14	Then	Death	and	Hades	were	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.	This	is	the	
second	death,	the	lake	of	fire.	15	And	if	anyone's	name	was	not	found	written	in	the	book	of	life,	
he	was	thrown	into	the	lake	of	fire.


Deut.	24:14-15	14	“You	shall	not	oppress	a	hired	worker	who	is	poor	and	needy,	whether	he	is	
one	of	your	brothers	or	one	of	the	sojourners	who	are	in	your	land	within	your	towns.	15	You	
shall	give	him	his	wages	on	the	same	day,	before	the	sun	sets	(for	he	is	poor	and	counts	on	it),	
lest	he	cry	against	you	to	the	Lord,	and	you	be	guilty	of	sin.
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Jer.	22:13	13	Woe	to	him	who	builds	his	house	by	unrighteousness,	and	his	upper	rooms	by	
injustice,	who	makes	his	neighbor	serve	him	for	nothing	and	does	not	give	him	his	wages,


Isa.	30:25	25And	on	every	lofty	mountain	and	every	high	hill	there	will	be	brooks	running	with	
water,	in	the	day	of	the	great	slaughter,	when	the	towers	fall.


Jer.	12:3	a	lament	of	Jeremiah	against	God’s	enemies	3But	you,	O	Lord,	know	me;	you	see	me,	
and	test	my	heart	toward	you.	Pull	them	out	like	sheep	for	the	slaughter,	and	set	them	apart	for	
the	day	of	slaughter.


Luke	16:19	19	“There	was	a	rich	man	who	was	clothed	in	purple	and	fine	linen	and	who	feasted	
sumptuously	every	day.


Rev	19:17-21	17	Then	I	saw	an	angel	standing	in	the	sun,	and	with	a	loud	voice	he	called	to	all	
the	birds	that	fly	directly	overhead,	“Come,	gather	for	the	great	supper	of	God,	18	to	eat	the	
flesh	of	kings,	the	flesh	of	captains,	the	flesh	of	mighty	men,	the	flesh	of	horses	and	their	riders,	
and	the	flesh	of	all	men,	both	free	and	slave,	both	small	and	great.”	19	And	I	saw	the	beast	and	
the	kings	of	the	earth	with	their	armies	gathered	to	make	war	against	him	who	was	sitting	on	
the	horse	and	against	his	army.	20	And	the	beast	was	captured,	and	with	it	the	false	prophet	
who	in	its	presence[e]	had	done	the	signs	by	which	he	deceived	those	who	had	received	the	
mark	of	the	beast	and	those	who	worshiped	its	image.	These	two	were	thrown	alive	into	the	
lake	of	fire	that	burns	with	sulfur.	21	And	the	rest	were	slain	by	the	sword	that	came	from	the	
mouth	of	him	who	was	sitting	on	the	horse,	and	all	the	birds	were	gorged	with	their	flesh.


Matt.	6:20	20	but	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	in	heaven,	where	neither	moth	nor	rust	
destroys	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	in	and	steal.


Isa.	51:8	Isaiah	speaking	about	worldly	treasures	8	For	the	moth	will	eat	them	up	like	a	garment,	
and	the	worm	will	eat	them	like	wool,	but	my	righteousness	will	be	forever,	and	my	salvation	to	
all	generations.”


Luke	6:24	24	“But	woe	to	you	who	are	rich,	for	you	have	received	your	consolation.


Isa.	10:16-17	16	Therefore	the	Lord	God	of	hosts	will	send	wasting	sickness	among	his	stout	
warriors,	and	under	his	glory	a	burning	will	be	kindled,	like	the	burning	of	fire.	17	The	light	of	
Israel	will	become	a	fire,	and	his	Holy	One	a	flame,	and	it	will	burn	and	devour	his	thorns	and	
briers	in	one	day.


Ezek.	15:7	7	And	I	will	set	my	face	against	them.	Though	they	escape	from	the	fire,	the	fire	shall	
yet	consume	them,	and	you	will	know	that	I	am	the	Lord,	when	I	set	my	face	against	them.


Amos	5:6	6	Seek	the	Lord	and	live,	lest	he	break	out	like	fire	in	the	house	of	Joseph,	and	it	
devour,	with	none	to	quench	it	for	Bethel,


Luke	6:24	24	“But	woe	to	you	who	are	rich,	for	you	have	received	your	consolation.


1	Tim.	6:17,19	17	As	for	the	rich	in	this	present	age,	charge	them	not	to	be	haughty,	nor	to	set	
their	hopes	on	the	uncertainty	of	riches,	but	on	God,	who	richly	provides	us	with	everything	to	
enjoy.	18	They	are	to	do	good,	to	be	rich	in	good	works,	to	be	generous	and	ready	to	share,	19	
thus	storing	up	treasure	for	themselves	as	a	good	foundation	for	the	future,	so	that	they	may	
take	hold	of	that	which	is	truly	life.	
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