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James 1:19–27 (ESV) Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away 
all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For 
he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be 
blessed in his doing.26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.  

Matthew 13:1–9 (ESV) That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”  

John 15:1–5 (ESV) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.5 I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.  

Mark 4:24 (ESV)  And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you, and still more will be added to you.  

Luke 8:18 (ESV) Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the 
one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.” 

Matthew 13:13 (ESV) This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and 
hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  

Hebrews 5:11 (ESV)  About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become 
dull of hearing.  

Romans 10:17 (ESV)  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

John 10:5 (ESV)  A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 
of strangers.” 

Proverbs 14:29 (ESV) Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper 
exalts folly 

Ephesians 4:26 (ESV) Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 

Psalm 97:10 (ESV)  O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers 
them from the hand of the wicked.26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
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James 1:3–4 (ESV) for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

Isaiah 6:5 (ESV) And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”  

Luke 5:8 (ESV) But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.”  

Job 42:6 (ESV)  therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 

Matthew 12:34–35 (ESV) You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, 
and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 

James 3:1 (ESV) Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness.  

James 1:26–27 (ESV) If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.  

Acts 26:5 (ESV) They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that according to the strictest 
party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee.  

Colossians 2:18 (ESV) Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on 
in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,  

Isaiah 6:1–8 (ESV) In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with 
two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And the 
foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 
And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, 
having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth 
and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I 
heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.”  

1 John 3:11–18 (ESV) For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should 
love one another. 12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And 
why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not be 
surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed out of death into life, 
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 15 Everyone who hates his brother 
is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, that 
he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.17 But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

John 14:30 (ESV) I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim 
on me,  
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Luke 16:8 (ESV) The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this 
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.  

John 17:11–16 (ESV) And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are 
one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, 
and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But 
now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves.14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  

John 17:18 (ESV) As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  

James 4:4 (ESV) You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

1 John 2:15–17 (ESV) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

Romans 12:1–2 (ESV) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:1–2 (ESV) I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will 
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

1 Peter 1:19 (ESV) but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.
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