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     Mike: Heavenly Father, thank You so very much for the great opportunity we have to be together here this morning. Thank You, Lord, for the men gathered around here that You’ve brought together. Thank You, Lord, for the fellowship that we have and for the opportunity that we have to look into Your word today. Lord, we ask that You would send Your Holy Spirit to lead us, to guide us, to direct us, to counsel us, to teach us, to convict us, to empower us, Lord, to live this Christian life.
     And Father, we thank You for the opportunity that we’ve had to have Dr. Jeff Stivason to be leading this group for so many years. And we ask that You would continue to walk with him in the loss of his wife, and Lord, that You would be a strength to him, that he would sense Your presence day in and day out, and Lord, that You would be a comfort to him and to his family. And Lord, we lift up to you Bruce Bickel our former teacher here as well. And we ask, Lord, that You would strengthen him. And Lord, as long as You give him and each of us breath, Lord, You have a purpose for our lives. And so, Lord, we pray for Your strength for him and Your healing touch, Lord, upon him as he struggles with Parkinson’s. We do lift him up to you in a special way. Thank You, Lord. We ask it all now in Jesus’ name. Amen.
     Brave Men: Amen.
     Mike: All right. So each of us who have been teaching lately had been given the assignment a while back to pick a Psalm. So I figured there were 150 Psalms. I was going to pick Psalm 119 which would only take two years or so to get through. (Laughter) But anyway, after kind of bouncing back and forth my mind settled on Psalm 73. 
     And so as we look at Psalm 73 there are just a lot of thoughts that come to my mind. We’re going to go through some of these things today as we look. But I’d like to just open up at the beginning with a reading. And what I’d like to do is to read down through just the first three verses. And so Don Rimbey, do you want to read the first three verses of Psalm 73, please?
     Don Rimbey: Absolutely.
“Surely God is good to Israel,
To those who are pure in heart.
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped;
I had nearly lost my foothold.
For I envied the arrogant
When I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”
     Mike: Amen. Thank you, Don. You know, the Psalms are broken up into five books, five splits. And one of the splits is right here at Psalm 73. Between Psalm 72 and Psalm 73 some of your Bibles might say “Book 3.” And if you do a little bit of research you’ll find that Book 3 is right there. And so the Psalms are broken and divided into five different books.
     And as we think about what Book 3 is about, the biggest part of what it is about is that it’s the end of the wicked versus what the end of the righteous is: that is, long-term. What happens to the wicked and what happens to the righteous? And so Book 3 is all about that kind of a message coming through to us.
     So Asaph was the author of this. He’s the author of eleven different Psalms. Don did his homework and put that in the email. He’s the author of eleven different Psalms. He was on staff at the temple, at the tabernacle. He was on staff; he was the director of music, in leading worship in the temple. And so as he held that position he was a man of great influence and not just another person sitting on the sidelines. But he was a man that was on staff; he was part of who was called to be leading the music worship thing there.
     He was also considered a prophet. If you go back into 2 Chronicles 29 verse 30 he is called “a prophet of the Most High.” And so we see there that he has the Spirit of the living God who is obviously upon him as a prophet. And he’s somebody who is very familiar with the law, very familiar with all of the routines and all of the ceremonies, everything that has to be done throughout the temple and throughout Judaism at the time. We know the history of it very, very well.
     And so what we see here in Psalm 73 is an examination of truth versus lies. And each and every day you and I deal with that very thing. Each and every day we look at what’s true and the lies. We either choose to follow the lies of the world and go down that path, or we choose to hang onto truth and trust God for what we’re doing. But there’s a struggle that goes on in each of us. And so this guy is no different from me. Maybe he’s different from you, but he’s not different from me, all right?
     I’m not going to assume that you’re like this. Yes, I will. But as he goes through his struggles I hope that you’re able to identify with some of these struggles because I sure did as I was going through this. I identified with the struggles that he’s going through.
     You know, I considered spending a bunch of time talking about all the different details of this Psalm, and there’s a lot of time we could spend. But I’m going to try and actually get through 28 verses today all in one shot. We’re going to try to get through it in sections and come through it. And I think that if I were to spend a lot of time with other details, highlighting a whole bunch of other things out here, we wouldn’t get to the message of the Psalm. And so I want to get to the message of the Psalm and just kind of dive in on it.
     So the very first verse starts out with: “Truly God is good to Israel.” Don Maurer, you said it up here a little bit ago: “God is good!”
     Brave Man: All the time!
     Mike: Yeah, all the time. And here it is; it’s written in the first statement right there in the beginning of verse 1: God is good to Israel. And so if you think about God being good to Israel, that’s a thesis statement, okay? That is a statement as we look at the way this starts out, that’s a base line right there.
     So think of a base line in your life. We have a lot of bad theology out there in today’s world, including Christianity. And people think when something bad happens to them that God is no good. Why did God do this to me? It’s all about me. But if we start with “God is good,” then we start looking at things from a whole different perspective, right? And so he starts off writing that God is good to Israel.
     And so Israel is a nation. And so we think about Israel being a nation. I guess my question is: How does the nation of Israel compare to the church today? Does anybody have any thoughts on that? How does the nation of Israel compare to the church today?
     Don Maurer: The nation of Israel back then or the nation of Israel today?
     Mike: Today? The church didn’t exist differently back then.
     Don: Well—
     Mike: So we had Israel back then and now we have the church. So what correlation—
     Don: I think the church did exist.
     Mike: Technically yes.
     Don: Israel today is very secular; it really is. I guess it’s officially Jewish. They were obviously sinners back then as they are today. But from what I can gather anyway Israel is a lot more secular today than it was back then.
     Mike: Mm-hmm. Any other thoughts? Rob? By the way, Rob, it’s good to see you this morning.
     Rob Knittel: Glad to be here. If I understand your question correctly, how is the church the same as Israel was back then?
     Mike: Mm-hmm.
     Rob: I would say that back then that Israel constantly, over and over again, had to deal with the fact that they would be in a relationship with God and then they would fade away. Then they would get smacked upside the head and they would be in a relationship with God again.
     Our church is the same way. There are times in our lives when we are really focused on our relationship with God, and there are times when it starts to fade away, and then we go back. So I think those are the places of similarity.
     Mike: Yeah. Other thoughts?
     Don Bishop: I think theologically that Israel was the seed of the church, and the church is God’s final fulfillment.
     Mike: Yes; awesome. Israel was a nation. Is the church a nation?
     Don Maurer: Yes. That’s what it says in 1 Peter 2:9.
     Mike: 1 Peter 2:9: “A royal priesthood, a holy nation.”
     Chuck Mathe: A Steeler nation.
     Mike: What’s that?
     Chuck: A Steeler nation. (Laughter)
     Mike: A Steeler nation.
     Chuck: It’s not in one place; it’s all over. (Laughter)
     Mike: Like the Steeler nation; that’s right. So we see the church as a nation. Would somebody read Ephesians 2:12-19? Does somebody want to do that? Whoever gets it first: Ephesians 2:12-19. And think about what this says.
     Don Bishop: “Remember that you were at one time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants and the promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down in the flesh the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create in Himself one new man in place of the two, and so making peace, that He might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.” How far?
     Mike: That’s good right there Go ahead, John.
     John Gratnerr: I was just going to ask about that one verse. The context is talking to us.
     Mike: Yeah.
     John: “Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh—“
     Mike: Gentiles, right.
     John: Right. And this promise here to Israel was made through the death of Jesus Christ and His resurrection. We were afar off because we weren’t a part of Israel; we had to be grafted in.
     Mike: We’re grafted in.
     John: And that’s good news.
     Mike: Yeah, that’s really good news. And so we see a picture of Israel. Old Israel was a nation set apart by God. With Abraham we go back to the covenants. In Genesis 12 God tells Abraham, “Pack your bags and start walkin’. We’re taking you to a new land and We’re going to make a nation out of you.”
     And then in Genesis 15 we see a covenant made, a solemn covenant between God and Abraham. And we see today, as we look back from Romans 4 and Galatians 3,--I’m trying to remember; there are a whole lot of different ones;--we find that today, if we are believers in Christ, we are children of Abraham; we’re tied together back to Abraham. We are Gentiles tied back into Abraham.
     And so we see this picture of the church, as Don just read for us in Ephesians, a new humanity. Some translations would say “a new nation of mankind”; it’s a picture of us. And Don is right: in 1 Peter 2:(9 we’re a holy nation, set apart. And so God is good to Israel. In verse 1 it starts out: “God is good to Israel.”
     As we see, God is good and Israel is a nation. But the church today is a nation; we’ve been grafted in. Romans talks about that a lot. And we see that we’ve been grafted into Abraham, grafted all the way back through. And so we are “a holy nation, a people set apart.” That’s the church today.
     So as we look at that and think about all of that, the next question I have is—Yes, Matt?
     Matt Reichart: As I look at the big picture in Scripture it seems like God chose Israel as a chosen people. But it was to be a conduit for everything that God wants for the rest of the world. And then they became exclusive where they had to be bearers of the Bible. They failed to be what God wanted them to be, that witness. So I can see that the church consists largely of Gentiles. If you look at the churches all around the world, we’re still spreading the gospel so much that we think we’re accomplishing things. But another tendency of the church is that we can become just a community unto ourselves and follow the same track.
     Mike: It’s what Rob said a little bit ago. We can slide away from our purpose and slide away from God, and we get smacked upside the head. And I think right now we might be getting some of that; the wake-up calls are happening all across this country, right? We watch what’s going on and we say, “ Whoa! Hey, how did we get here?” Anyway, we’re seeing people turn to the Lord today and hungering for the Lord a whole lot more. Contrary to many thoughts, if you are really out there talking to people, they’re hungry, right?
     And so we’re seeing that. That nation, that church, is coming from all over the world; it’s not a physical location. Israel was a physical location; this is not a physical location; this is anywhere in the world. People are being touched and becoming a part of this holy nation that continues to be a light and impact the world. Thank you.
     The next line is:
“Truly God is good to Israel,
To those who are pure in heart.”
     So let me ask the question. What does it take to be pure in heart?
     Brave Man: To follow Christ.
     Mike: To follow Christ? Can somebody give me some Scripture, anything that backs up what that would mean, what that indicates about us? If you’re a follower of Christ, what does that mean?
     Matt: “Pure and undefiled religion is to serve orphans and widows.” It’s in James.
     Mike: Yes, we see that in James. Pure in heart; holy and blameless in God’s sight. So if you think about pure in heart, you’ve been set apart, you’ve been purchased; you’re redeemed; you are made new, a new creature in Christ. We’re pure in heart as God deals with us. He’s not seeing the sin; He’s seeing a pure heart before Him. We see a picture of all of that going on there.
     And so when he says here that
“Truly God is good to Israel,
To those who are pure in heart,”
We see there an identity—pure in heart—there’s an identity picture there. When we think about an identity of Christians, we think about who does God say we are? If we’re followers of Jesus and we’re made pure because of the blood of Christ, before as Gentiles you weren’t set apart. You were over here; you were part of the crowd of the wicked. But over here you’re made new. Who does God say you are? A few identity things.
     Brave Man: Before you get to that, Mike, I’m trying to grasp “the definition of pure in heart.” How do I know if I’m pure in heart? What does that really mean from a Christian perspective? I don’t have that answer; I’m asking.
     Mike: Yes, Don?
     Don Rimbey: In my mind it’s seeking God’s will over your will. I would say that would be pure in heart.
     John: Maybe we should ask the question. What did Asaph say pure in heart was in contrast to the wicked? He says in verse 2 that “I was not pure in heart because I had been jealous of the wicked.”
     Mike: Yup.
     John: By “pure,” that’s the definition we’re starting out with here. It must mean something different than that, because he’s including himself with Israel, and therefore pure in heart. So what’s the line he’s drawing in here? How is one pure in heart?
     Mike: So “pure in heart,” right? Even though we see him crashing in the very next verse, if we look back towards the end, in verse 28:
“It is good for me to be near God.
I have made the LORD God my refuge,
That I may tell of all Your works.”
     That’s still the same guy, right?
     John: Right.
     Mike: And we’re seeing here that pure in heart is talking about having a relationship with the living God. At that time—and we’re going to see the word “sanctuary” in a little while in this verse—he would have been walking into a physical sanctuary, and worshiping God and dealing with God in a physical sanctuary. We’ll talk about that a little bit later, whereas we go to a spiritual sanctuary through Christ our High Priest. He was walking into the sanctuary and dealing with God straight on in that kind of a fashion. Go ahead.
     David Pinyot: My Bible refers back to Psalm 24:4, and it says:
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood
And has not sworn deceitfully.”
     Mike: Mm-hmm. Read that again; say it just a little bit louder.
     David: Psalm 24:4:
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
Who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood,
And has not sworn deceitfully.”
     Mike: Okay. So—
     John: It’s mentioned in the context of Israel and their God. This is the contrast between the righteous and the wicked here. God said, “You’ll be My people and I’ll be your God. The contrast is that these other people don’t worship Me.” So that was their problem. And when we get to the New Testament, being pure in heart was still having the right God. His name is Jesus, right? That’s how we see God and also how He sees us. But the difference they’re drawing here is that they were looking to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as opposed to the others. That’s really what we also see in the text.
     Mike: And they were—
     John: They obviously weren’t very pure as a people.
     Mike: Right.
     John: But God is faithful to His connections with them because of who He was.
     Mike: And it was belief in the promises, right? We see that “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” We see belief in the promises. We see Jesus at the middle of all history; let’s call it that. People back then were looking forward to the promised One, us looking back at the promised One who has already come. And we’ve seen the fulfillment of those promises. But we’re all looking at the same place. Those with a pure heart are those who believe God and the things that were brought to them. Yes, Don?
     Don Bishop: Part of this is that he’s stating the position that he is forgiven by God the Father. In the Old Testament from Genesis on, sacrifice is required to cover up sin. That is all through in very clear detail in the temple.
     Mike: Mm-hmm.
     Don: So he was looking forward to a Redeemer. Jesus said, “Abraham saw My day and he rejoiced.” They had an idea and an understanding that someday He would truly come. But I think the key word is trust. You put your trust in God, and whatever He says is truth, and you follow Him.
     Mike: You set your own agenda aside and follow Christ. You follow God in background with Him; it’s believing in and trusting God. Yes?
     Matt: I think your answer is in verses 21-26.
     Mike: It is. (Laughter) Yes, and—
     Matt: The Lord will give you the desires of your heart, if you want to read that.
     Mike: We’re going to get there. So let’s move on a little bit here. Matt, would you read verses 2 and 3. And maybe John Gratner back there, read 21 and 22.
     Matt:
“But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling;
My steps had almost slipped.
For I was envious of the arrogant,
As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”
     Mike: Okay. Go ahead, John.
     John:
“Thus my heart was grieved and I was pricked in my brains;
So foolish was I and arrogant;
I was as a beast before Thee.”
     Mike: Okay. So we see a picture here of him slipping. We see a picture of what his own thoughts were about him back in 21 and 22 as he is beginning his turnaround point there, admitting where he was. But right now there is this whole idea that he’s stumbling. He said, “My feet had almost slipped, for I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”
     So we see his condition. I’m going with words out of the ESV here. But he’s sliding, he’s envious, he’s embittered, he’s pricked, he’s brutish, he’s ignorant, and he’s a beast before God. Those are the words that he uses in these statements here: “sliding, envious, embittered, pricked, brutish, ignorant, a beast” before God.
     And he’s envious of the arrogant. Have you ever been envious of the arrogant? Have you ever been envious of the world? Have your eyes and your ears ever caused you to almost slip, to stumble, to fall, because we begin to look at what’s going on around us?
     And so as we think about that, he’s the director of music in the worship, all right? And now he’s wrestling; he’s human, right? And he’s wrestling with slipping and stumbling and going down a path because sin begins to get its hold in his life. We see here the beginning of sin getting a hold in his life.
     You know, what our eyes see is temporary. What our eyes see, what we see around us, everything that you see is temporary: those trees, the grass, everything on this earth is temporary. Buildings are built and they might last for a thousand, two thousand, three thousand years—not in America but on the other side of the world. They’re built to last over there; things last a long time. But do you know what? They’re still deteriorating and they’re going to be gone someday.
     Everything is gonna be gone. The Scripture even tells us that the elements are going to melt in the heat. We see that at the end of Revelation. So we see a picture of everything that we see with our eyes; it will be gone. And so right now he’s looking with his eyes. Yes, Chris?
     Chris: I guess there’s a difference of perception or attitude, looking at Asaph here and Lucifer who was also the worship leader in heaven.
     Mike: Okay, that’s right.
     Chris: The fact that he did so is an interesting sort of parallel between the two, right?
     Mike: Yeah.
     Chris: They both had the same temptation, challenge and focus and visions.
     Mike: Yeah. Yes, it’s a good parallel, Chris; it’s good to see that. But don’t we all struggle with these things, with our eyes and what we see? We might lust after women; we might lust after money; we might lust after big houses; we might lust after a motorcycle, whatever it is. We want power; we oftentimes kind of lust after what we see other people have. And so that’s what’s going on with his eyes here as he sees this.
     And so let’s see here. Don Bishop, do you want to read from verse 4 through verse 12?
     Don Bishop:
“For they have no pangs until death;
Their bodies are fat and sleek.”
     I don’t know how you could be fat and sleek at the same time. (Laughter)
     Mike: Well back then they were usually pretty skinny unless they were pretty wealthy. (Laughter)
     Don:
“They are not in trouble as others are;
They are not stricken like the rest of mankind.
Therefore pride is their necklace;
Violence covers them as a garment.
Their eyes swell out through fatness;
Their hearts overflow with follies.
They scoff and speak with malice;
Loftily they threaten oppression.
They set their mouths against the heavens;
Their tongue struts through the earth.
Therefore his people turn back to them
And find no fault in them.
And they say, ‘How can God know?
Is there knowledge in the Most High?’
Behold, these are the wicked;
Always at ease, they increase in riches.”
     Mike: So look at those verses. I said that this is an examination of truth versus lies. So are the wicked really that way? Are they really at ease in what they’re doing? Is that true or is that a lie?
     Matt: It appears that way. So yes, there’s a time when they are. There is a time when they are at ease and life is good for them, and it’s not for us. (Laughter)
     Mike: So what we just read there, is it the truth or a lie? Was what Don just read the truth or a lie?
     Matt: I say it’s true; it’s true for now.
     Mike: Does anybody else have thoughts as you’re digging in on this? So he’s looking out of his window and that’s what he sees.
     Don Maurer: As far as he’s concerned, like Matt said it appears that way. It’s just like today; when you look at Putin or other ungodly leaders, even the leaders of our country who are clearly for what is wicked, they seem to be doing just fine. I guess they’re not really; I’ll use Putin as an example. I’m sure there are times when he feels guilt and pangs of conscience, or President Biden or whoever you want to consider as a leader. But it appears that he’s doing well.
     Mike: How about your next-door neighbor that’s shacking up?
     Don: Sure.
     Mike: We don’t need to go to Putin. Your examples are good, but let’s not go way up there; let’s think about your neighbor. Let’s think about ourselves and the struggle that goes on. Why would believers—why would Asaph—be struggling with all this? As believers, why would we struggle and sometimes be some of the most miserable people on the earth? I’m talking about us. Why would we sometimes be some of the most miserable people on the earth inside? But those guys out there—the wicked, the people who aren’t Christians—they look like life is good. Why would that be? How could that be?
     Don Maurer: God’s common grace.
     Mike: God’s common grace. Keep going. Yeah?
     David Miller: You know, a lot of people live in a façade, putting on a show. They may have a big house, but it’s empty of love. We have the blessing of God. Even when we are hurting we have God’s blessing.
     Mike: That’s true. Yeah, Rob?
     Rob: Again, let’s ask the right question. You’re asking why Christians are sometimes one way; what’s that again, Mike?
     Mike: So Asaph here is talking about the wicked.
     Rob: Mm-hmm.
     Mike: And he’s saying that they’re at ease. They’re care free; they’re doing all this debauchery, all these things that they’re doing. And they’re at ease; they look like they’re doing great. Okay, the wicked are getting richer. All of the things that are going on that he talks about right here in these verses are all happening. And the original question was: Is that true or is that a lie? Is it true that they’re at ease in going through all these things, or is it a lie? And I’m contrasting that with Christians or godly people. Asaph is struggling with that; we struggle with those things. But are they struggling?
     Rob: I think that if Christians are struggling about somebody else’s wealth and prosperity that that’s partly envy.
     Mike: Well, that’s exactly what he’s talking about here. So is it true or a lie?
     Don Maurer: Yes. (Laughter)
     Matt: When you say “the neighbor, where our camp is there is a nice outlet. We have a relationship with our neighbors. I had the privilege and honor to speak at a studio park for a very wealthy neighbor who has a multi-million-dollar company reaching into the international. And basically his life is very secular; no mention of God except for what I said. And ¾ of the way through it his daughter shut me down.
     Mike: Yeah.
     Matt: But truth was spoken. Unfortunately there was no indication that this man had a relationship. His wife was involved in a local church. So even with all this wealth and money and stuff, we know where his end is.
     Mike: Mm-hmm.
     Matt: He had a very good and comfortable life. He was a philanthropist too, generous to us and others. But still, without faith and trust in Christ we know where he is headed. It’s just that we don’t want to think of that.
     Mike: Sure. Yes, Jordan?
     Jordan Obaker: I think that Luke 16—the story of the rich man and Lazarus—helps us a little bit.
     Mike: Yeah.
     Jordan: The rich man is in hell and declares, “I am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things.” And so I think there is truth there.
     Mike:  Yep.
     Jordan: We do receive good from God in this life. But that’s not what we should be desiring.
     Mike: Yeah. Jordan, would you also jump back to Hebrews and read chapter 12, verses 1-8 for us? Just think about this. Again there’s a contrast here in Hebrews 12. Go ahead.
     Jordan: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.
     “In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you a sons? ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the LORD, nor be weary when reproved by Him. The LORD disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives.’
     “It is for discipline that you have to endure; God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”
     Mike: Thank you. So we see there a picture of the wicked versus the righteous. If we’re sons, we’re gonna be disciplined; we’re gonna be having this battle back and forth. But if we’re not sons, we’re not disciplined. He just lets us go, right? And we see that their eyes are blinded; we see that in a variety of places in the Scriptures that the unbeliever’s eyes are blinded. They don’t even know that what they’re doing is sin. Of course it’s written on their hearts; don’t get me wrong. It’s written on their hearts and they do have a conscience as sinners. Sin is written on their hearts; they know right from wrong. But they are cruising along, not even knowing their own sin, oftentimes not even realizing their own sin. And they can do what they do because they are not disciplined, and they just keep going along, and they’re blinded to the truth. And so yes, it’s true. What we’re reading about the wicked here, what Asaph observes, is a true statement. And so we look at that and we wrestle with that.
     You know, last week a guy from church told me about a scenario. He was in New Orleans on February 13th. And he started telling me that he was there on a business trip. But that also was Mardi Gras Day. And Mardi Gras Day is the day before Ash Wednesday. And you go out and you do as much debauchery as you can possibly do. And then on Ash Wednesday you can repent and get forgiveness for everything. And then you have your days of Lent where you give something up. And so that’s the picture of what Mardi Gras is. It is run amuck, run around, anything goes. And any rule or law means nothing at that point.
     And so when he said to me that he was at Mardi Gras, he said, “I got down there and Mardi Gras was going on.” And he said the debauchery was so bad. He said, “I couldn’t wait to get out of there.”
     And when he said that, where does my mind go? My mind goes to Mardi Gras; debauchery. Man, it would be cool to be right in the middle of that for a couple days! That’s where my mind instantly went as soon as he said “Mardi Gras” and started talking about the debauchery. And I thought, maybe I should go online and look at some pictures of what Mardi Gras was like this year. And my mind started going down that road. And my feet almost slipped, okay?
     But then I open up the Scriptures and I see “Lead me not into temptation, but deliver me from evil.” And probably—I don’t know: six, seven, eight times—I said, “Lord, lead me not into temptation; deliver me from evil,” and begin to fight that whole picture. You see, we’re gone that quickly sometimes; our minds just take us. And I wanted to be plucked out right in the middle of Mardi Gras for a moment, because what they’re doing sounds like so much fun. And the wicked are getting away with it and there’s no accountability, right? And they’re doing what they’re doing. And I thought: Whew, it would be nice to be there for a little bit. However,” right?
     Then the Lord got hold of me, praise God. And I never did go down that route, and I never did turn on the computer to start looking for pictures of Mardi Gras. So that’s a good thing, right? But anyway I’m just thinking about those things.
     Let’s read chapter 73, verses 13 and 14. Let’s see here. Would somebody else go ahead and read Psalm 73, verses 13 and 14?
     Don Maurer:
“Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain,
And washed my hands in innocence.
For all day long I have been plagued and chastened every morning.”
     Transcriber’s Note: NKJV.
     Mike: So every morning I’ve been plagued and chastened. The ESV says that “I have been stricken and rebuked.” Every morning I’m dealing with this, I’m struggling with this.
     Who is rebuking him? Who is doing these things? God is, right? He has the Holy Spirit in him, and God is working in his heart.
     Don Maurer: Hebrews 12 again.
     Mike: Yes, right back to Hebrews 12. We see that picture going on with Asaph right here. And so verse 15 says:
“If I had said, ‘I will speak thus,’—
     In other words, ‘I will speak what my mind is talking about”,--again, who is he? He is the director of music at the tabernacle. He says: “If I would speak thus, I would betray the generation of Your children.” “I would be turning people away from God.”
     Matt: “If I would speak thus.” What is the “thus?”
     Mike: If I would speak about what’s in my mind, because he hasn’t spoken about what’s in his mind. It’s just in his mind; he hasn’t taken action here.
     Matt: Obviously he’s writing it down here.
     Mike: He’s officially writing down what he went through. But he didn’t start talking to others.
     Matt: He didn’t start complaining.
     Mike: He didn’t start complaining; he didn’t start going down that road. This all took place maybe pretty quick, just like what took place the other day in the structure of my mind when someone started talking about Mardi Gras: Boom, that quick! It was happening, and he’s writing down the response here. And he said, “If I would have spoken and began to lead people astray with this, I would have betrayed the generation of your children.”
     And we see a lot about children. In Deuteronomy 6 among other places we see a lot about children and raising up our children in the Lord. And yet he was on the cusp of walking away from the Lord in the position that he held. It would be like your pastor or somebody in your church at a high level walking away and trying to take other people with him, that kind of idea. “Come on, let’s go.” They have no accountability. We see that kind of a picture.
     James 3:1 talks about teachers and leaders being held accountable for what they teach and believe, being held accountable for their actions.
     Transcriber’s Note: James 3:1: ESV. “Not many of you should become teachers, brothers. For you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.”
     Mike: And so here’s a guy with an example to follow. And he’s right on the cusp of crashing. And so Father, lead me not into temptation, and deliver me from evil. Verse 16:
“But when I thought how to understand this,
It seemed to me a wearisome task.”
     So what’s his conflict here? Why is it such a wearisome task? Remember verse 1; how does he start out? God is good; God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.
     Matt: Amen.
     Mike: And now he’s conflicted. And he says, “When I try to understand this it seems to me a wearisome task, a difficult thought. And then in verse 17 he says: “Until I went into the sanctuary of God.” And so this struggle is big, until he steps back into the sanctuary.
     Matt: What is it that was revealed to him when he went into the sanctuary?
     Mike: Look at what it says here in point b of verse 17. It starts out:
“Until I went into the sanctuary of God;
Then I discerned their end.”
     So it’s looking good now. But what about the end? What about ultimate accountability? Today we walk around and we hear the news; we see what’s going on in our world. We see corruption everywhere we look; I don’t care what institution you look at out there. In anything to do with our nation, anything to do with the world, we see corruption at every level; even in a lot of churches we see corruption going on, in turning away from the Scriptures and going off in a whole different direction. And if we focus on those things we can easily live in fear. We can easily get sucked up, going down a road in our minds.
     I had a guy last night say to me, “Mike, why should I try to share the gospel with people who don’t want to hear it? I don’t even want to be with those people. I go to somebody’s house who isn’t a believer and I can’t even stay there because of all the things that are going on. Why do you want to tell me what to do?”
     And my response was, “What did Jesus do? He ate with sinners. He sat with prostitutes; He did all those things.”
     And what’s the difference here as we look at the corruption in our world? What about the fear that’s going on? There is corruption in everything that’s going on. But do you know what? This guy Asaph has a good point here. He says: “Until I discerned their end.” So as we look at what he discerns and go down through here a little more, verses 18, 19 and 20:
“Truly You set them in slippery places;
You make them fall to ruin.
How they are destroyed in a moment,
Swept away utterly by terror.
Like a dream when one awakes, O LORD,
You rouse Yourself; You despise them as phantoms.”
     They’re gone; they live in terror. They live in a terrible condition for the rest of eternity just like that when they’re gone, when they slip away. And they’re regarded by God as a fantasy.
     What is the foundation of your thought? Here he is formulating the foundation or basis for his thought. His basis is that first he was sliding. Then he comes back to his senses here when he went into the sanctuary of God and he began to discern their end. As he got closer to God, as he sought God in the sanctuary, he began to get closer and their end was opened up to his eyes; God showed him the end. Yes, Don?
     Don Maurer: And doesn’t that underscore the importance? When we hear the news we get overwhelmed with all the corruption in the world. Doesn’t that underscore the importance of being in the word of God?
     Mike: Absolutely.
     Don: And remembering that this is the end of the wicked. If we don’t have the word of God we’re not going to have that perspective.
     Mike: That’s exactly right. Yes, Matt?
     Matt: So to me the exercise of faith is really where it’s at. What use is it to keep your heart pure if you just live on the surface, because it seems like everybody is getting away with this? But I have to trust what the Lord says, like Asaph going into the sanctuary. We have to go to the word of God. We know God says that their end is destruction. I have to trust God and do the right thing. I have to try to keep my heart pure; that is the way to go to the end.
     Mike: And in the foundation of your belief system are you anchored there, realizing that what we see with our eyes is temporary? What we’re going through here is temporary, and we’re stepping into eternity. We’re in the land of the dying here. But we’re going to the land of the living, okay?
     Brave Man: Amen.
     Mike: We’re in the land of the dying here. But then we’re going to eternal life where there will be no more dying. And so as we consider that foundationally and begin to think about that, foundationally we go back to verse 1 where God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. He wasn’t seeing it at that moment. He began to want what the world had because what they had was different than him. He wanted to begin to look at that.
     What about you? Are you beginning to look out here? You know, as the music director in this temple, in this tabernacle where he was through part of David’s reign and part of Solomon’s reign, we see where he was in his position. Yet what was his foundation? His foundation comes back to “God is good.”
     You know, when we see persecution that may be in this country,--Christians all over the world deal with persecution; we don’t. We get upset when somebody tries to contradict us for two minutes; we get all upset. Grow up; mature a little bit. Remember your foundation. Don’t be blown away by people’s comments when they’re trying to tear you down. We’re promised that, okay? And so remember the Scripture; don’t be afraid. Don’t shrink back; don’t stay home and hide in your closet because somebody is speaking something against you. Yes, Don?
     Don Maurer: Yeah. Isn’t it interesting, Mike—and you’re probably going to go there eventually,--but it says in verse 21:
“Thus my heart was grieved,
And I was vexed in my mind.
I was so foolish and ignorant;
I was like a beast before You.”
     Transcriber’s Note: NKJV.
     But then he says: “Nevertheless I am continually with You.” And then he goes on to talk about being received to glory. Even though he had that kind of attitude and was tempted, yet God was still with him. Even when we go through struggles and rebellious thoughts, God doesn’t abandon us. He’s still with us and loves us, and we’re with Him forever.
     Mike: Yep. So starting with verse 23 we’ll just kind of read down through here. You’re absolutely right, Don. Starting with verse 23, truth has taken hold of his mind as he began to discern therein. Truth has taken hold in verses 18-20, and we see a kind of epilogue here in 21, 22 and 23.
“When my soul was embittered,
When I was pricked in heart,
I was brutish and ignorant;
I was like a beast towards You.
Nevertheless I am continually with You;
You hold my right hand.”
     Transcriber’s Note: ESV.
     Mike: You know, what we’re seeing here is a picture, a realization of admitting before God that I’m wrong. It’s kind of a picture of repentance going on here. We see a turnaround; kind of a picture of repentance. And then he says:
“Nevertheless I am continually with You;
You hold my right hand.”
     That brings back what God said: “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Those are His promises: He will never leave him nor forsake him. Verse 24:
“You guide me with Your counsel,
And afterward You will receive me to glory.”
     Whew! Wow! He’s coming back around to a full picture here as he is stepping into this.
“Whom have I in heaven but You?
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides You.”
     Now he’s letting go of those desires that he sees, which bring people to a desperate, terrible, wicked end. He has let go of those things now, and he starts fully back into a relationship with the Lord.
“My flesh and my heart may fail,
But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
For behold, those who are far from You shall perish.
So You put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to You.”
     There it is: a recap. “So You put an end to everyone who is unfaithful. But as for me, I’m going to keep on going with You,” right? “In eternity You’re going to receive me into glory.” He’s said that already. But the recap here is that “those who are far from You will perish, and You’ll put an end to them.” Verse 28:
“But for me it is good to be near God.
I have made the LORD God my refuge,
That I may tell of all Your works.”
     And so we see there in 21-28 the epilogue. where e see a restoration of a broken relationship through repentance in verses 21-22. We see there a restoring of the relationship; we see that going on in verses 23-26. It’s kind of a recap of the truth in 27, and a resilient, stronger faith in verse 28. We see a resilient, stronger faith there.
     And so as we think about action items: Don Rimbey, do you want to hand out those other papers, please?
     Don Rimbey: Sure.
     Mike: And so as we think about action items, what do we take from this? Bruce Bickel used to say, “What are you going to do with what you’ve heard today?” Yes, Don?
     Don Bishop: I really think we need to emphasize truth in the body of Christ. There is no other source of truth than what I have with You.
     Mike: There is no other source of truth.
     Don: “And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides You.” This has become my life verse. But one of the things is similar to when Jesus asked them—His disciples—“Do you want to go away as well?”
     “And Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”
     Mike: Yes; very similar.
     Don: Last Saturday was the seminar. What’s your source of truth? Is it this, or is it this little thing, that place, that philosophy? No, it has to be from God.
     Mike: One source, exactly. Excellent, Don; thank you. I just handed out a sheet to you to kind of give something to you. On that sheet it talks about lies versus truth out of all the things we read here. And you might look at some other things and say, “Well this is true and that’s a lie.” And you can add to that; that’s what I came up with as I was looking through what’s on that sheet there.
     And as we think about lies versus truth, sometimes I base my life on a lie. When I fall, when I get sidetracked for a little while, I’m living based on a lie. Praise God; He’s faithful, and He brings me back. And He brings me back on track. And He brings me back to where I’m not living based on a lie anymore, but I get back, planted on my foundation.
     In John 15:1-11 we see a whole bunch of times where Jesus says, “Abide in Me.” “Rest with Me; camp out with Me; spend time with Me.” He’s our High Priest. He’s the One that ushers us right into the Holy of Holies before the Father. We don’t pray to Jesus; we pray to the Father through Jesus’ name. Through Him we get to the Father. But we talk to the Father in the Holy of Holies through Jesus because He shed His blood for us; He is our Sacrifice.
     When we think about Asaph here, he shifted back and said, “When I entered the sanctuary of God it became clear to me. And I began to think clearly; I wasn’t clouded anymore.”
     The more you’re watching the news today, always watching the news and clicking on all these different things going on, does it cloud your mind? It does mine. Does it bring confusion? It does in mine. I can watch a little bit of it. But then I have to step back and evaluate it through the filter of God’s word and begin to look at it. How can I keep my foundation strong? It’s by daily being locked into the sanctuary of God through Jesus Christ.
     Brothers, actually I might put on there “Think based on truth.” Believing the lies will always separate you from your relationship with God and bring you down. He says here:
“It is good to be near God.
I have made the LORD God my refuge.
“I will tell of all Your works.”
     It’s a great pattern to live by. In John 15 verse 11 Jesus says: “I have told you these things so that My joy might be in You, and that your joy might be complete.” When you’re getting dissatisfied, when you’re looking around, when you’re losing focus, you know it never says here that Asaph fell off the wagon, so to speak. He said that “my feet had almost stumbled; my steps had nearly slipped,” because the process of sin was beginning to take hold. But before sin took full hold of him and he bailed, he walked into the sanctuary of God.
     What a pattern! As we struggle, as we go through things, what a pattern to follow! It is the pattern that he lays out in here for us to see and to have our joy in the Lord. And in those last verses:
“Whom have I in heaven but You?
[bookmark: _GoBack]And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides You.”
     Let’s pray. Lord God of heaven, thank You for Your word. Thank You for Your word, Lord, because it is truth. And as we hold on to that truth, as we think based on truth, Lord, help us to discern. As we come into Your sanctuary, as we spend time with You, as we spend time in Your word, as we spent time with You in relationship, Lord, help us to discern the lies. Help us to discern the truth. Lord, put us on a path each and every day as we spend time in Your sanctuary with You. Put us on a path each day, Lord, being ambassadors of our Lord Jesus Christ, shining the light into the world, into the darkness. Lord, may You impress upon our hearts today our need not to get confused, our need not to let our feet stumble and slip, but Lord that we might hold on to You. Open our eyes every time we’re on that edge. Remind us, Holy Spirit, to run to the sanctuary to gain discernment and insight. Help us, Lord, to be men who are content, men that are strong in knowing who we are, knowing our identity, knowing Your identity, and understanding that the Word is powerful and active, and sharper than any double-edged sword. We love You, Lord, and thank You in Jesus’ name. Amen.
     Brave Men: Amen. (Applause)
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