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Good	
  morning,	
  men!	
  !
Audience	
  Members:	
  Good	
  morning!	
  !
It’s	
  good	
  to	
  be	
  with	
  you.	
  Let’s	
  ask	
  Don	
  to	
  set	
  the	
  tone	
  for	
  us.	
  Let’s	
  just	
  quietly	
  go	
  before	
  the	
  Lord	
  and	
  
know	
  that	
  he	
  is	
  God.	
  !
[MUSIC]	
  !
Gracious	
  Heavenly	
  Father,	
  it’s	
  with	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  awe	
  that	
  we	
  collecEvely	
  sit	
  at	
  your	
  feet	
  this	
  day.	
  Father,	
  
we	
  just	
  pray	
  that	
  you	
  would	
  have	
  mercy	
  upon	
  us	
  the	
  sinner.	
  Cleanse	
  us	
  of	
  all	
  unrighteousness	
  name	
  
make	
  us	
  worthy	
  vessels	
  to	
  set	
  at	
  your	
  feet,	
  that	
  you’d	
  be	
  pleased	
  to	
  have	
  your	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  fulfill	
  his	
  job	
  
descripEon	
  and	
  guide	
  us	
  into	
  all	
  truth,	
  with	
  the	
  idea	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  understand	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  
Christ	
  more	
  clearly,	
  see	
  you	
  more	
  diligently	
  and	
  love	
  you	
  more	
  fervently.	
  May	
  it	
  be	
  so	
  for	
  Jesus’	
  sake.	
  
Amen!	
  !
Let’s	
  turn	
  in	
  your	
  Bibles	
  please	
  to	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5,	
  conEnuing	
  our	
  examinaEon	
  of	
  Paul’s	
  leQer	
  to	
  the	
  
church	
  at	
  Corinth	
  enEtled	
  Triumphant	
  Living.	
  That	
  comes	
  from	
  our	
  passage,	
  “But	
  thanks	
  be	
  to	
  God	
  who	
  
always,	
  always,	
  always	
  leads	
  us	
  in	
  triumphal	
  procession	
  and	
  spreads	
  everywhere	
  the	
  aroma	
  of	
  the	
  
knowledge	
  of	
  Him.”	
  We’re	
  talking	
  about	
  triumphant	
  living.	
  !
Paul	
  is	
  really	
  describing	
  his	
  own	
  life.	
  He’s	
  describing	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  follower	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  his	
  culture,	
  
and	
  in	
  doing	
  so,	
  he	
  sets	
  a	
  picture	
  for	
  us	
  of	
  what	
  it’s	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  follower	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  our	
  culture.	
  One	
  of	
  
the	
  things	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  about	
  Paul	
  is	
  he	
  makes	
  it	
  very	
  clear,	
  as	
  I	
  tried	
  to	
  introduce	
  last	
  week…
let	
  me	
  read	
  several	
  of	
  our	
  verses	
  in	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5…because	
  we	
  come	
  to	
  a	
  very	
  important	
  porEon	
  of	
  
Scripture	
  dealing	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  Paul’s	
  life	
  and	
  how	
  he	
  views	
  his	
  impending	
  death.	
  A	
  great	
  
encouragement	
  for	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  understand	
  why	
  Paul	
  is	
  wriEng	
  this	
  parEcular	
  passage	
  under	
  the	
  
inspiraEon	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  Again,	
  I’ll	
  be	
  reading	
  from	
  the	
  New	
  American	
  Standard	
  version	
  from	
  2	
  
Corinthians	
  5:1-­‐8.	
  !
“1For	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  if	
  the	
  earthly	
  tent	
  which	
  is	
  our	
  house	
  is	
  torn	
  down,	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  building	
  from	
  God,	
  a	
  
house	
  not	
  made	
  with	
  hands,	
  eternal	
  in	
  the	
  heavens.	
  2For	
  indeed	
  in	
  this	
  house	
  we	
  groan,	
  longing	
  to	
  be	
  
clothed	
  with	
  our	
  dwelling	
  from	
  heaven,	
  3inasmuch	
  as	
  we,	
  having	
  put	
  it	
  on,	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  found	
  naked.	
  4For	
  
indeed	
  while	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  this	
  tent,	
  we	
  groan,	
  being	
  burdened,	
  because	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  unclothed	
  
but	
  to	
  be	
  clothed,	
  so	
  that	
  what	
  is	
  mortal	
  will	
  be	
  swallowed	
  up	
  by	
  life.	
  5Now	
  He	
  who	
  prepared	
  us	
  for	
  this	
  
very	
  purpose	
  is	
  God,	
  who	
  gave	
  to	
  us	
  the	
  Spirit	
  as	
  a	
  pledge.	
  6Therefore,	
  being	
  always	
  of	
  good	
  courage,	
  
and	
  knowing	
  that	
  while	
  we	
  are	
  at	
  home	
  in	
  the	
  body	
  we	
  are	
  absent	
  from	
  the	
  Lord—7for	
  we	
  walk	
  by	
  
faith,	
  not	
  by	
  sight—8we	
  are	
  of	
  good	
  courage,	
  I	
  say,	
  and	
  prefer	
  rather	
  to	
  be	
  absent	
  from	
  the	
  body	
  and	
  to	
  
be	
  at	
  home	
  with	
  the	
  Lord.”	
  (2	
  Corinthians	
  5:1-­‐8)	
  May	
  God	
  be	
  pleased	
  to	
  open	
  our	
  eyes	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  
behold	
  him	
  more	
  clearly.	
  !
Last	
  week,	
  as	
  I	
  introduced	
  this	
  passage,	
  we	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  word	
  “know.”	
  Paul	
  says,	
  “For	
  we	
  know.”	
  
That’s	
  a	
  verb	
  of	
  asserEon.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  Paul	
  is	
  staEng	
  a	
  fact	
  here.	
  He’s	
  not	
  staEng	
  his	
  opinion.	
  He’s	
  
not	
  staEng	
  his	
  preference.	
  He’s	
  not	
  staEng	
  an	
  observaEon.	
  Something	
  happened	
  in	
  his	
  life	
  that	
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transformed	
  him	
  to	
  such	
  a	
  degree	
  that	
  he	
  came	
  with	
  great	
  asserEon	
  saying,	
  “There	
  was	
  an	
  event	
  in	
  my	
  
life	
  that	
  radically	
  changed	
  the	
  way	
  that	
  I	
  think	
  about	
  everything.”	
  Of	
  course,	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  
next	
  verses	
  down	
  in	
  the	
  passage.	
  He	
  talks	
  about	
  when	
  anybody	
  becomes	
  a	
  ChrisEan	
  they	
  become	
  a	
  
brand	
  new	
  person.	
  He’s	
  not	
  talking	
  about	
  taking	
  your	
  old	
  life	
  and	
  remaking	
  it.	
  He’s	
  talking	
  about	
  a	
  new	
  
life	
  in	
  which	
  you	
  start	
  all	
  over.	
  It’s	
  what	
  we	
  would	
  call	
  a	
  transformaEon.	
  !
Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  there’s	
  something	
  that	
  transformed	
  my	
  life.	
  That	
  is	
  what	
  we	
  would	
  call	
  regeneraEon.	
  That	
  
is	
  a	
  direct	
  and	
  immediate	
  act	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  upon	
  your	
  soul.	
  It	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  that	
  all	
  the	
  fruits	
  of	
  
regeneraEon	
  are	
  evident	
  every	
  day.	
  That’s	
  what	
  we	
  would	
  call	
  sancEficaEon.	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  something	
  
dramaEcally	
  happened	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  that	
  changes	
  that	
  way	
  that	
  I	
  view	
  everything.	
  !
In	
  this	
  passage,	
  as	
  we	
  work	
  our	
  way	
  through	
  this,	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  his	
  view	
  of	
  three	
  things	
  
changed.	
  First	
  of	
  all,	
  he	
  says,	
  “My	
  view	
  of	
  Christ	
  changed.	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  view	
  him	
  from	
  a	
  worldly	
  point	
  of	
  
view,	
  but	
  I	
  don’t	
  do	
  that	
  anymore.	
  I	
  see	
  him	
  in	
  his	
  reality.	
  I	
  see	
  who	
  he	
  really	
  is.	
  My	
  view	
  of	
  God	
  has	
  
changed.	
  My	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  has	
  changed	
  because	
  of	
  this	
  act	
  of	
  regeneraEon	
  of	
  being	
  
born	
  again.”	
  He	
  also	
  says,	
  “My	
  view	
  of	
  myself	
  has	
  changed.	
  I	
  see	
  myself	
  radically	
  different	
  than	
  I	
  used	
  
to.”	
  Thirdly	
  he	
  says,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  anybody	
  else	
  from	
  a	
  worldly	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  anymore.”	
  !
When	
  a	
  person	
  is	
  reborn,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  things	
  that	
  happens	
  is	
  it	
  changes	
  your	
  view	
  of	
  everything.	
  First	
  
of	
  all,	
  it	
  changes	
  your	
  view	
  of	
  how	
  you	
  see	
  God.	
  We	
  don’t	
  see	
  God	
  as	
  the	
  great	
  Steeler	
  in	
  the	
  sky	
  
anymore.	
  We	
  see	
  him	
  as	
  the	
  sovereign	
  Lord	
  of	
  the	
  universe	
  sidng	
  on	
  the	
  throne	
  of	
  God	
  at	
  his	
  right	
  
hand.	
  You	
  see,	
  our	
  view	
  of	
  Christ	
  changes.	
  !
If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  popular	
  as	
  a	
  preacher,	
  all	
  you	
  have	
  to	
  do	
  is	
  not	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  atoning	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  
Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  Talk	
  about	
  social	
  media,	
  talk	
  about	
  poor,	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  needy,	
  talk	
  about	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  
things	
  of	
  this	
  world,	
  talk	
  about	
  aborEon.	
  Talk	
  about	
  all	
  the	
  other	
  things.	
  Talk	
  about	
  adultery.	
  Talk	
  about	
  
those	
  things.	
  But	
  don’t	
  menEon	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  The	
  moment	
  you	
  start	
  talking	
  about	
  the	
  
atoning	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  you	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  popular.	
  If	
  you	
  want	
  your	
  picture	
  on	
  the	
  cover	
  of	
  
some	
  magazine,	
  don’t	
  menEon	
  Christ.	
  !
What	
  Paul	
  does	
  is	
  he	
  menEons	
  Christ.	
  He’s	
  saying	
  when	
  you	
  understand	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  truly	
  
converted,	
  when	
  this	
  event	
  occurs	
  in	
  your	
  life,	
  the	
  first	
  thing	
  that’s	
  going	
  to	
  happen	
  is	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  
change	
  your	
  view	
  of	
  who	
  God	
  is.	
  It’s	
  going	
  to	
  change	
  your	
  view	
  of	
  who	
  you	
  see	
  yourself	
  as,	
  and	
  thirdly	
  
how	
  you	
  view	
  other	
  people.	
  He	
  doesn’t	
  view	
  them	
  from	
  a	
  worldly	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  anymore,	
  as	
  we’ll	
  see	
  
in	
  our	
  passage	
  next	
  week.	
  !
What	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us	
  is	
  this—that	
  ChrisEanity	
  is	
  an	
  asserEon.	
  It’s	
  a	
  fact.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  based	
  upon	
  opinions.	
  
It’s	
  not	
  based	
  upon	
  people’s	
  ideas.	
  It’s	
  not	
  a	
  philosophy.	
  It’s	
  not	
  a	
  system.	
  It’s	
  based	
  upon	
  the	
  person	
  
and	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  The	
  moment	
  you	
  remove	
  Christ	
  from	
  your	
  message,	
  you	
  no	
  
longer	
  have	
  a	
  ChrisEan	
  message.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  a	
  nice	
  American	
  socialized	
  version	
  of	
  it,	
  but	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  
the	
  message	
  of	
  Christ.	
  When	
  you	
  remove	
  Christ	
  from	
  the	
  message,	
  Paul	
  tells	
  us,	
  you	
  no	
  longer	
  have	
  
ChrisEanity.	
  Christ	
  is	
  what	
  defines	
  ChrisEanity.	
  You	
  and	
  I	
  don’t.	
  You	
  can	
  remove	
  Mohammed,	
  you	
  can	
  
remove	
  Confucius	
  out	
  of	
  their	
  movements,	
  and	
  you	
  have	
  nothing.	
  You	
  remove	
  Christ,	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  nice	
  
message,	
  but	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  anything	
  being	
  ChrisEanity.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  Just	
  want	
  to	
  ask	
  a	
  quesAon	
  on	
  that.	
  You’re	
  saying	
  ChrisAanity	
  is	
  a	
  fact.	
  You	
  know	
  
how	
  people	
  always	
  say,	
  “Well,	
  that’s	
  your	
  interpretaAon.”	
  It’s	
  so	
  obvious,	
  it’s	
  right	
  there	
  in	
  the	
  Bible.	
  I	
  
mean,	
  how	
  do	
  they…they	
  use	
  that	
  as	
  a	
  default	
  to	
  kind	
  of	
  side	
  step.	
  !
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That’s	
  a	
  smoke	
  screen.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  How	
  do	
  you	
  address	
  that?	
  !
That’s	
  a	
  smoke	
  screen.	
  All	
  I	
  say	
  is	
  let’s	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Spurgeon	
  says	
  this	
  
(remember,	
  I	
  quote	
  I	
  him	
  a	
  lot),	
  “You	
  don’t	
  take	
  people	
  to	
  the	
  university	
  of	
  predesEnaEon	
  and	
  elecEon	
  
unEl	
  they’ve	
  graduated	
  from	
  the	
  college	
  of	
  repentance	
  and	
  faith.”	
  That	
  means	
  you	
  go	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  very	
  
basic	
  thing.	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  say	
  about	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ?	
  I	
  would	
  take	
  somebody	
  like	
  that	
  and	
  
say,	
  “Let’s	
  study	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  John.”	
  The	
  book	
  of	
  John	
  will	
  tell	
  you	
  that	
  Christ	
  is	
  God.	
  !
That’s	
  something	
  that	
  you	
  can’t	
  convince	
  anybody	
  of.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us	
  when	
  he	
  says,	
  “For	
  
we	
  know	
  that	
  this	
  tent	
  that	
  I	
  live	
  in	
  is	
  dissolved.	
  I	
  have	
  home	
  that	
  is	
  made	
  by	
  God	
  in	
  the	
  heavens.”	
  You	
  
see,	
  he’s	
  staEng	
  a	
  fact.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  some	
  philosophy	
  he’s	
  talking	
  about.	
  !
When	
  you	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  gospels,	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  MaQhew	
  teaches	
  that	
  Christ	
  is	
  King.	
  The	
  book	
  of	
  Mark	
  
teaches	
  that	
  he’s	
  a	
  servant.	
  The	
  book	
  of	
  Luke	
  teaches	
  that	
  he’s	
  man.	
  The	
  book	
  of	
  John	
  teaches	
  that	
  he’s	
  
God.	
  You	
  see,	
  when	
  somebody	
  says,	
  “Well	
  that’s	
  just	
  your	
  opinion,”	
  all	
  you	
  can	
  realize	
  is	
  you’re	
  never	
  
going	
  to	
  convince	
  them	
  of	
  anything.	
  All	
  you	
  can	
  do	
  is	
  take	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  Scripture.	
  The	
  Holy	
  Spirit’s	
  job	
  is	
  
to	
  guide	
  them	
  into	
  all	
  truth.	
  He’s	
  the	
  only	
  one	
  who	
  can	
  do	
  that.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  when	
  he	
  uses	
  
that	
  word	
  “know.”	
  He’s	
  saying	
  there’s	
  an	
  event	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  that	
  was	
  so	
  radical	
  that	
  changed	
  that	
  way	
  that	
  
I	
  think	
  about	
  everything.	
  That’s	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  That’s	
  regeneraEon.	
  That’s	
  being	
  born	
  
again.	
  !
Let’s	
  go	
  to	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:	
  14-­‐21,	
  “14For	
  the	
  love	
  of	
  Christ	
  controls	
  us.”	
  Right	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  summary	
  
statement	
  of	
  this	
  whole	
  chapter.	
  The	
  love	
  of	
  Christ	
  controls	
  us.	
  “14For	
  the	
  love	
  of	
  Christ	
  controls	
  us,	
  
having	
  concluded	
  this,	
  that	
  one	
  died	
  for	
  all,	
  therefore	
  all	
  died.”	
  He	
  begins	
  to	
  talk	
  now	
  about	
  three	
  
things	
  that	
  are	
  the	
  centrality	
  of	
  the	
  ChrisEan	
  faith,	
  and	
  that	
  is	
  the	
  incarnaEon	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  
the	
  death	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  and	
  the	
  resurrecEon	
  of	
  Christ.	
  NoEce	
  what	
  he	
  says,	
  “15and	
  He	
  died	
  
for	
  all,	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  who	
  live	
  might	
  no	
  longer	
  live	
  for	
  themselves,	
  but	
  for	
  Him	
  who	
  died	
  and	
  rose	
  again	
  
on	
  their	
  behalf.”	
  He’s	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  that	
  summary	
  statement.	
  NoEce	
  what	
  
he	
  says	
  next,	
  “16Therefore,”	
  in	
  other	
  words,	
  based	
  upon	
  the	
  incarnaEon,	
  the	
  death	
  of	
  Christ	
  and	
  the	
  
resurrecEon	
  of	
  Christ,	
  “16Therefore	
  from	
  now	
  on	
  we	
  recognize	
  no	
  one	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  flesh.”	
  His	
  view	
  
of	
  people	
  changes	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  regeneraEon,	
  being	
  born	
  again.	
  God	
  changed	
  his	
  heart.	
  He	
  sees	
  
radically	
  different.	
  That’s	
  the	
  transformaEon	
  that	
  he	
  talks	
  about.	
  “16…even	
  though	
  we	
  have	
  known	
  
Christ	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  flesh.”	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  I	
  had	
  a	
  view	
  of	
  Christ	
  that	
  was	
  very	
  fleshly,	
  very	
  worldly.	
  
But	
  it’s	
  not	
  that	
  way	
  anymore	
  because	
  something	
  happened	
  to	
  me.	
  Something	
  happened	
  to	
  me	
  where	
  
God	
  changed	
  my	
  view	
  of	
  everything.	
  That’s	
  regeneraEon.	
  “Yet	
  now	
  we	
  know	
  Him	
  in	
  this	
  way	
  no	
  longer.”	
  !
Then	
  he	
  goes	
  on	
  to	
  a	
  summary	
  statement,	
  “17Therefore	
  if	
  anyone	
  is	
  in	
  Christ,	
  he	
  is	
  a	
  new	
  creature;	
  the	
  
old	
  things	
  passed	
  away;	
  behold,	
  new	
  things	
  have	
  come.”	
  You	
  see,	
  he’s	
  summarizing	
  this	
  and	
  saying,	
  
“You	
  know,	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  be	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  was	
  the	
  persecutor	
  of	
  the	
  church,	
  and	
  now	
  I’m	
  the	
  
primary	
  preacher	
  for	
  the	
  church.”	
  And	
  people	
  were	
  saying,	
  “How	
  is	
  that	
  possible?	
  What	
  transformaEon	
  
occurred	
  in	
  Paul’s	
  life	
  that	
  was	
  so	
  dramaEc	
  that	
  he	
  went	
  from	
  being	
  a	
  persecutor	
  to	
  a	
  preacher?	
  We	
  
can’t	
  believe	
  that,	
  so	
  we	
  don’t	
  think	
  he	
  should	
  be	
  classified	
  as	
  an	
  apostle.”	
  Paul	
  is	
  defending	
  his	
  
apostleship	
  by	
  saying,	
  “Let	
  me	
  tell	
  you	
  what	
  happened	
  in	
  my	
  life.”	
  He’s	
  describing	
  for	
  us	
  in	
  chapters	
  2,	
  3	
  
4,	
  5	
  and	
  6	
  of	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  triumphant	
  living,	
  “This	
  is	
  what	
  happened	
  to	
  me.	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  evidences	
  
of	
  my	
  true	
  conversion	
  is	
  this—I	
  don’t	
  view	
  God	
  the	
  same	
  way	
  I	
  used	
  to.	
  I	
  don’t	
  view	
  people	
  the	
  same	
  
way	
  I	
  used	
  to.	
  And	
  I	
  don’t	
  view	
  myself	
  the	
  same	
  way	
  I	
  used	
  to	
  because	
  something	
  radically	
  changed.	
  I	
  
became	
  a	
  brand	
  new	
  person.”	
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!
When	
  we’re	
  dealing	
  with	
  someone	
  who	
  says,	
  “Well	
  that’s	
  just	
  your	
  opinion,”	
  you	
  can’t	
  argue	
  that.	
  
There’s	
  no	
  argument	
  when	
  opinions	
  are	
  concerned.	
  You’re	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  convince	
  them	
  of	
  anything.	
  All	
  
you	
  can	
  do	
  is	
  take	
  them	
  to	
  the	
  Scripture,	
  allow	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  to	
  do	
  his	
  job.	
  If	
  God	
  has	
  sovereignly	
  
ordained	
  before	
  the	
  foundaEon	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  that	
  they	
  would	
  come	
  to	
  saving	
  faith,	
  that	
  will	
  happen.	
  
But	
  that’s	
  not	
  anything	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  do.	
  I	
  cannot	
  make	
  that	
  happen.	
  !
A	
  lot	
  of	
  Emes	
  people	
  say,	
  especially	
  when	
  I’m	
  at	
  ChrisEan	
  convenEons	
  or	
  pastoral	
  conferences,	
  “Tell	
  me	
  
Bruce,	
  how	
  many	
  people	
  have	
  you	
  lead	
  to	
  Christ.”	
  My	
  answer	
  is,	
  “None	
  that	
  I	
  know	
  of.”	
  “Oh	
  really?	
  Are	
  
you	
  out	
  of	
  fellowship?	
  What’s	
  wrong?”	
  I’ve	
  been	
  the	
  OB/GYN	
  who’s	
  presided	
  at	
  their	
  new	
  birth,	
  but	
  
I’ve	
  never	
  been	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  caused	
  the	
  new	
  birth.	
  You	
  see,	
  somebody	
  planted	
  the	
  seed,	
  somebody	
  
watered	
  the	
  seed;	
  I	
  just	
  happened	
  to	
  be	
  there	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  OB/GYN	
  who	
  presided	
  at	
  the	
  new	
  birth,	
  but	
  I	
  
wasn’t	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  it.	
  That’s	
  what	
  the	
  Scripture	
  does.	
  That’s	
  what	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  does.	
  That’s	
  what	
  will	
  
is	
  telling	
  us	
  here.	
  He	
  makes	
  an	
  asserEon.	
  He	
  is	
  saying	
  that	
  ChrisEanity	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  philosophy.	
  It’s	
  an	
  
asserEon	
  of	
  facts	
  based	
  upon	
  three	
  things—the	
  incarnaEon	
  of	
  Christ,	
  the	
  death	
  of	
  Christ	
  and	
  the	
  
resurrecEon	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Remove	
  that	
  from	
  your	
  message	
  and	
  you	
  no	
  longer	
  have	
  a	
  ChrisEan	
  message.	
  !
Don:	
  The	
  thing	
  that’s	
  frustraAng	
  to	
  me	
  is	
  that	
  that	
  kind	
  of	
  aRtude	
  about,	
  “Well,	
  that’s	
  your	
  
interpretaAon.”	
  I’ll	
  just	
  give	
  a	
  way-­‐out	
  example.	
  A	
  chrisAan,	
  for	
  example,	
  who	
  would	
  say,	
  “Well,	
  I	
  believe	
  
in	
  reincarnaAon.”	
  “Well	
  that’s	
  diametrically	
  opposed	
  to,	
  well,	
  what	
  about	
  Hebrews	
  9:27	
  that	
  says	
  
[UNCLEAR]?”	
  “Well,	
  that’s	
  your	
  interpretaAon.”	
  These	
  are	
  people	
  who	
  supposedly	
  go	
  to	
  church	
  who	
  
profess	
  to	
  name	
  the	
  Name	
  of	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  what’s	
  parAcularly	
  frustraAng	
  to	
  me.	
  Or	
  any	
  number	
  of	
  
doctrines.	
  !
Absolutely	
  right.	
  The	
  biggest	
  conflict	
  we	
  have	
  is	
  really	
  inside	
  the	
  church,	
  not	
  outside	
  the	
  church.	
  
Outside	
  the	
  church	
  could	
  give	
  a	
  rip	
  about	
  us.	
  It’s	
  those	
  inside	
  the	
  church	
  who	
  are	
  preaching	
  a	
  false	
  
gospel	
  that	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  concerned	
  about.	
  It’s	
  a	
  Gospel	
  that	
  has	
  removed	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  
Christ.	
  !
If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  popular	
  as	
  a	
  preacher,	
  say	
  anything	
  that’s	
  nice,	
  because	
  people	
  will	
  want	
  to	
  hear	
  
about	
  peace.	
  They	
  want	
  to	
  hear	
  about	
  feeding	
  the	
  poor.	
  Which,	
  rightly,	
  we	
  should	
  to	
  do	
  that.	
  Now	
  I’m	
  
not	
  saying	
  we	
  shouldn’t.	
  Understand	
  what	
  I’m	
  not	
  saying.	
  I’m	
  saying	
  that’s	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  your	
  conversion,	
  
not	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  it.	
  It’s	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  it	
  that	
  we	
  have.	
  We	
  look	
  at	
  people	
  differently,	
  Paul	
  says,	
  therefore	
  I	
  
need	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  poor	
  differently.	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  their	
  lives	
  and	
  helping	
  them.	
  But	
  that’s	
  a	
  
result	
  of	
  my	
  conversion,	
  not	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  my	
  social	
  media	
  or	
  my	
  social	
  gospel.	
  If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  popular,	
  
just	
  talk	
  about	
  anything,	
  but	
  don’t	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  atoning	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  The	
  
moment	
  you	
  do	
  that,	
  “Well,	
  that’s	
  your	
  opinion.”	
  !
Paul	
  is	
  making	
  an	
  asserEon	
  when	
  he	
  says	
  this,	
  “For	
  we	
  know.”	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  for	
  we	
  know.	
  He	
  
summarized	
  that	
  by	
  saying,	
  “Something	
  happened	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  that	
  was	
  so	
  dramaEc	
  that	
  I	
  now	
  make	
  this	
  
asserEon,	
  that	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  when	
  I	
  die,	
  when	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent	
  dissolves,	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  heavenly	
  home	
  made	
  by	
  
God	
  in	
  the	
  heavens.”	
  !
We	
  want	
  to	
  examine	
  that,	
  and	
  so	
  what	
  Paul	
  teaches	
  us…there	
  are	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  applicaEons	
  I	
  think	
  we	
  
need	
  to	
  make	
  about	
  this.	
  Paul	
  is	
  talking	
  about	
  his	
  impending	
  death.	
  Something	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  do	
  
deal	
  with.	
  I	
  would	
  say	
  this—if	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  last	
  quesEon,	
  there’s	
  no	
  hope	
  for	
  
understanding	
  the	
  previous	
  quesEons.	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  this	
  quesEon	
  of	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  
5:1-­‐3,	
  if	
  you	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  that,	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  no	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  previous	
  quesEons	
  
that	
  you’re	
  asking,	
  and	
  that	
  is	
  the	
  quesEon,	
  “What	
  happens	
  to	
  me	
  when	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent	
  is	
  destroyed?”	
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If	
  you	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  that,	
  guys,	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  whole	
  bunch	
  of	
  quesEons	
  you’ll	
  
never	
  get	
  answered.	
  That’s	
  the	
  first	
  quesEon	
  you’ve	
  got	
  to	
  deal	
  with,	
  Paul	
  tells	
  us.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  point	
  of	
  
his	
  life	
  he’s	
  saying,	
  “I	
  have	
  an	
  asserEon.	
  I	
  know	
  this,	
  because	
  something	
  happened	
  in	
  my	
  life.”	
  !
I	
  would	
  say	
  ask	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  today,	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  that	
  quesEon	
  as	
  it	
  pertains	
  to	
  you,	
  
personally?	
  When	
  your	
  earthly	
  tent	
  dissolves,	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  with	
  an	
  asserEon	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  an	
  event	
  in	
  
your	
  life	
  that	
  occurred	
  with	
  such	
  dramaEc	
  transformaEon	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  say,	
  asserEvely,	
  I	
  know;	
  
regardless	
  of	
  what	
  happens,	
  I	
  know.	
  You	
  see,	
  that’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us.	
  Brothers,	
  unEl	
  you	
  answer	
  
that	
  quesEon	
  yourself,	
  you	
  have	
  no	
  hope	
  of	
  answering	
  all	
  the	
  other	
  quesEons	
  you’re	
  pondering,	
  unEl	
  
that	
  one	
  is	
  answered.	
  The	
  last	
  quesEon	
  that	
  must	
  be	
  answered	
  first	
  before	
  you	
  answer	
  the	
  first	
  
quesEons.	
  !
Secondly	
  this—if	
  you	
  only	
  derive	
  comfort	
  from	
  this	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  Scripture,	
  compassion	
  and	
  
mercy	
  of	
  God,	
  when	
  you’re	
  in	
  church,	
  then	
  you’d	
  have	
  to	
  ask	
  yourself,	
  you	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  a	
  ChrisEan.	
  
Because	
  you	
  see,	
  there’s	
  more	
  to	
  the	
  asserEon	
  that	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying,	
  is	
  that	
  you	
  take	
  that	
  with	
  you	
  in	
  the	
  
troubles	
  of	
  life.	
  He	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  hassles	
  of	
  his	
  life.	
  Go	
  back	
  to	
  chapter	
  4,	
  “You	
  have	
  the	
  treasure	
  in	
  
the	
  earthen	
  vessel.”	
  He	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  struggles	
  he	
  we	
  through.	
  Paul	
  found	
  compassion,	
  peace	
  and	
  
mercy	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  those	
  struggles	
  of	
  life.	
  That’s	
  where	
  he	
  got	
  his	
  encouragement.	
  !
You’ll	
  noEce	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  Emes	
  he	
  uses	
  the	
  word	
  “encouragement”	
  in	
  chapter	
  5.	
  He’s	
  basically	
  
saying,	
  “I’m	
  encouraged	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  my	
  impending	
  death.”	
  He	
  feels	
  good	
  about	
  that	
  because	
  he	
  has	
  
the	
  asserEon	
  of	
  knowing	
  he’s	
  answered	
  the	
  last	
  quesEon,	
  because	
  of	
  his	
  regeneraEon.	
  !
All	
  I’m	
  saying	
  is	
  this,	
  guys.	
  If	
  you	
  only	
  get	
  comfort	
  when	
  you’re	
  in	
  a	
  worship	
  service	
  and	
  you	
  hear	
  the	
  
right	
  music	
  or	
  hear	
  the	
  right	
  message,	
  what	
  about	
  the	
  Emes	
  when	
  you’re	
  alone,	
  by	
  yourself,	
  struggling	
  
with	
  the	
  acEviEes	
  of	
  life,	
  all	
  the	
  hassles	
  that	
  you	
  go	
  through.	
  You	
  see,	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying,	
  “It’s	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  
all	
  of	
  those	
  hassles	
  that	
  I	
  now	
  can	
  make	
  the	
  asserEon	
  that	
  when	
  that	
  happens	
  to	
  me,	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  I’ll	
  
have	
  a	
  heavenly	
  home	
  when	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent	
  is	
  dissolved.”	
  !
All	
  I’m	
  saying	
  is	
  this.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  to	
  find	
  some	
  comfort	
  in	
  your	
  aloneness,	
  in	
  the	
  Scripture,	
  in	
  what	
  God	
  
says.	
  That’s	
  the	
  transformaEon	
  power	
  for	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  It’s	
  in	
  your	
  life	
  when	
  you’re	
  by	
  yourself	
  and	
  
you’re	
  not	
  encouraged	
  by	
  anybody	
  else,	
  what	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  about	
  when	
  you	
  have	
  nothing	
  else	
  to	
  think	
  
about.	
  Where	
  does	
  your	
  mind	
  go?	
  Does	
  it	
  complain?	
  Does	
  it	
  gripe?	
  Does	
  it	
  moan?	
  Does	
  it	
  blame?	
  Or	
  do	
  
you	
  find	
  comfort	
  in	
  the	
  realizaEon	
  that	
  I	
  know,	
  I	
  know.	
  That	
  even	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  the	
  troubles	
  I’m	
  going	
  
through,	
  I	
  know	
  this;	
  that	
  when	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent	
  is	
  dissolved,	
  I	
  know,	
  make	
  an	
  asserEon,	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  
heavenly	
  home	
  that	
  awaits	
  me.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us.	
  Great	
  comfort	
  for	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  get	
  older	
  in	
  
life.	
  !
A	
  couple	
  of	
  us	
  were	
  talking	
  about	
  the	
  pains	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  as	
  we	
  get	
  older.	
  My	
  pains	
  are	
  all	
  weather	
  
related.	
  They	
  have	
  nothing	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  my	
  age.	
  I’m	
  not	
  gedng	
  old.	
  It’s	
  just	
  all	
  weather-­‐related.	
  Right.	
  !
My	
  point	
  is	
  this,	
  brothers.	
  Take	
  comfort	
  in	
  these	
  verses.	
  As	
  you	
  go	
  through	
  your	
  age,	
  gedng	
  older,	
  you	
  
can	
  make	
  the	
  asserEon	
  I	
  know	
  because	
  something	
  happened	
  in	
  my	
  life	
  years	
  ago	
  that	
  transforms	
  the	
  
way	
  that	
  I	
  look	
  at	
  my	
  death.	
  !
Ian:	
  You	
  sort	
  of	
  make	
  it	
  sound	
  as	
  though	
  it’s	
  black	
  or	
  white.	
  !
Thank	
  you.	
  You’re	
  right.	
  Thank	
  you.	
  !
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Ian:	
  Okay.	
  For	
  me,	
  I	
  don’t	
  know,	
  for	
  me,	
  there’s	
  a	
  li`le	
  bit	
  of	
  gray.	
  First	
  there’s	
  the	
  black	
  and	
  white,	
  and	
  
that	
  is	
  are	
  you	
  saved,	
  therefore	
  is	
  there	
  any	
  hope	
  of	
  taking	
  comfort.	
  But	
  the	
  next	
  part	
  of	
  it	
  for	
  me	
  is	
  not	
  
just	
  are	
  you	
  walking	
  with	
  the	
  Lord,	
  but	
  how	
  closely?	
  And	
  that’s	
  the	
  gray	
  part.	
  If	
  I’m	
  walking	
  closely	
  with	
  
the	
  Lord,	
  I	
  tend	
  to	
  take	
  much	
  more	
  comfort	
  in	
  the	
  troubled	
  Ames,	
  but	
  if	
  I’m	
  walking	
  further	
  from	
  the	
  
Lord,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  I’ve	
  lost	
  my	
  salvaAon;	
  it	
  just	
  means	
  my	
  relaAonship	
  with	
  him	
  isn’t	
  what	
  it	
  should	
  
be,	
  and	
  therefore,	
  I	
  tend	
  not	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  comfort	
  that	
  I	
  ought	
  to.	
  Is	
  that	
  fair	
  to	
  say?	
  !
That’s	
  correct.	
  If	
  you’re	
  saying	
  that’s	
  the	
  gray	
  area,	
  I	
  would	
  agree.	
  That’s	
  correct.	
  !
Ian:	
  That’s	
  the	
  only	
  gray	
  area.	
  !
Okay.	
  That’s	
  what	
  I	
  meant.	
  But	
  if	
  you’re	
  saying	
  is	
  this	
  a	
  black	
  and	
  white	
  issue,	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  that	
  is	
  
absolutely	
  yes.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  black	
  and	
  white	
  issue.	
  !
Ian:	
  Because	
  I	
  have	
  lots	
  of	
  troubled	
  Ames,	
  but	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  to	
  me	
  that	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  doubt	
  my	
  salvaAon.	
  !
That’s	
  correct.	
  !
Ian:	
  It’s	
  about	
  the	
  integrity	
  of	
  my	
  walk	
  with	
  Jesus.	
  !
Paul	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  teach	
  us…look	
  at	
  your	
  outline.	
  He’s	
  going	
  to	
  teach	
  us	
  in	
  these	
  verses	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  things.	
  
First	
  of	
  all,	
  he’s	
  going	
  to	
  teach	
  us	
  about	
  our	
  heavenly	
  dwelling.	
  That’s	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:1-­‐5.	
  Then	
  he’s	
  
going	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  our	
  heavenly	
  walk,	
  how	
  we	
  walk,	
  how	
  our	
  ciEzenship	
  is	
  in	
  heaven,	
  but	
  yet	
  we	
  walk	
  
on	
  this	
  earth.	
  How	
  do	
  we	
  live	
  that	
  way?	
  That’s	
  what	
  you’re	
  talking	
  about,	
  Ian.	
  And	
  then	
  thirdly,	
  what’s	
  
our	
  earthly	
  moEvaEon?	
  You’ll	
  see	
  that	
  in	
  verses	
  15-­‐16.	
  !
So	
  absolutely.	
  My	
  point	
  is	
  exactly	
  what	
  Ian	
  is	
  suggesEng.	
  The	
  closer	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  walk	
  with	
  the	
  Lord,	
  the	
  
more	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  comfort	
  in	
  troubled	
  Emes.	
  When	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  that,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  you’ve	
  
lost	
  your	
  salvaEon;	
  it	
  just	
  means	
  you’ve	
  lost	
  the	
  compassion,	
  the	
  joy	
  of	
  that	
  relaEonship.	
  It’s	
  important	
  
that	
  we	
  study	
  the	
  Scripture	
  and	
  be	
  together	
  because	
  that’s	
  where	
  Paul	
  says,	
  “I’m	
  encouraged	
  in	
  the	
  
midst	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  this.”	
  !
Let’s	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  our	
  first	
  point,	
  which	
  would	
  be	
  verse	
  1,	
  our	
  heavenly	
  dwelling.	
  NoEce	
  the	
  contrast	
  
that	
  Paul	
  writes	
  in	
  verse	
  1	
  between	
  our	
  earthly	
  tent	
  and	
  an	
  eternal	
  building.	
  The	
  contrast	
  suggests	
  
several	
  different	
  things.	
  It	
  suggests	
  the	
  fleeEng	
  nature	
  of	
  life	
  versus	
  the	
  permanent	
  character	
  of	
  our	
  
future	
  dwelling.	
  It’s	
  a	
  contrast	
  between	
  the	
  fleeEng	
  nature	
  of	
  our	
  life	
  and	
  our	
  permanent	
  dwelling	
  in	
  
heaven.	
  !
An	
  earthly	
  tent	
  is	
  temporary.	
  It’s	
  moveable.	
  It’s	
  fragile.	
  It’s	
  has	
  bending	
  poles.	
  It	
  has	
  thin	
  canvas	
  and	
  no	
  
foundaEon.	
  He’s	
  describing	
  our	
  life.	
  Our	
  life	
  is	
  like	
  a	
  tent	
  dweller,	
  Paul	
  tells	
  us.	
  The	
  Old	
  Testament	
  
picture	
  is	
  quite	
  clear	
  of	
  this	
  concept,	
  and	
  used	
  quite	
  frequently,	
  especially	
  in	
  the	
  Feast	
  of	
  Tabernacles	
  or	
  
the	
  Feast	
  of	
  Booths	
  recording	
  in	
  Numbers	
  9:15-­‐23.	
  You	
  can	
  read	
  about	
  that.	
  Paul	
  is	
  playing	
  off	
  that	
  
imagery.	
  The	
  Tabernacle	
  was	
  transient,	
  for	
  wherever	
  the	
  cloud	
  went,	
  which	
  was	
  God’s	
  presence,	
  the	
  
tent	
  went.	
  As	
  God	
  moved,	
  the	
  tent	
  moved.	
  When	
  God	
  changed	
  direcEons,	
  the	
  tent	
  moved.	
  !
In	
  LeviEcus	
  23:33-­‐43,	
  the	
  Feast	
  was	
  to	
  remind	
  the	
  descendants	
  of	
  Israel	
  that	
  they	
  lived	
  in	
  tents	
  and	
  to	
  
remind	
  them	
  of	
  their	
  wilderness	
  experience.	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  reminder	
  of	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  living	
  in	
  
temporary	
  tents.	
  The	
  temporary	
  nature	
  of	
  life	
  is	
  described	
  by	
  this	
  word	
  in	
  the	
  Scripture—destroyed	
  or	
  

!  6



dissolved	
  or	
  removed.	
  The	
  NASB	
  describes	
  it	
  as,	
  “if	
  our	
  earthly	
  tent	
  is	
  torn	
  down,	
  dissolved,	
  destroyed.”	
  
It	
  means	
  to	
  demolish,	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  dissolve.	
  !
Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  that	
  even	
  if	
  you	
  live	
  in	
  an	
  earthly	
  tent	
  dwelling,	
  your	
  body,	
  today,	
  dismantled	
  by	
  death,	
  
you	
  have	
  a	
  permanent	
  home	
  made	
  by	
  God.	
  That’s	
  what	
  he’s	
  saying.	
  He	
  contrasts	
  the	
  permanency	
  of	
  
your	
  home	
  with	
  God	
  versus	
  the	
  transiEon	
  of	
  our	
  life	
  here,	
  which	
  is	
  very,	
  very	
  transient,	
  described	
  by	
  a	
  
tent.	
  !
The	
  term	
  “eternal	
  house”	
  is	
  a	
  reference	
  to	
  our	
  resurrecEon	
  body	
  menEoned	
  in	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  15.	
  There	
  
are	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  unknown	
  facts	
  about	
  our	
  resurrected	
  body,	
  and	
  we’re	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  get	
  into	
  that	
  today.	
  Paul	
  
is	
  saying	
  this—because	
  of	
  what	
  happened	
  to	
  him	
  previously	
  in	
  his	
  life…there	
  was	
  an	
  event	
  that	
  
occurred	
  in	
  his	
  life,	
  which	
  we’re	
  calling	
  regeneraEon	
  (2	
  Corinthians	
  5:18),	
  when	
  a	
  person	
  becomes	
  a	
  
ChrisEan	
  and	
  becomes	
  a	
  brand	
  new	
  person,	
  that’s	
  regeneraEon.	
  He’s	
  saying,	
  “When	
  that	
  occurred	
  in	
  
my	
  life,	
  I	
  began	
  to	
  view	
  myself	
  as	
  a	
  tent	
  dweller,	
  realizing	
  that	
  with	
  an	
  asserEon	
  and	
  a	
  fact,	
  I	
  know	
  this,	
  
that	
  I	
  do	
  have	
  a	
  heavenly	
  home.”	
  He	
  is	
  talking	
  about	
  his	
  transiEon	
  from	
  one	
  life	
  to	
  the	
  next.	
  !
We	
  leave	
  this	
  tent,	
  which	
  is	
  temporary,	
  and	
  enter	
  a	
  house	
  which	
  is	
  permanent,	
  Paul	
  says.	
  A	
  reference	
  to	
  
our	
  resurrected	
  body.	
  What	
  he’s	
  saying	
  is	
  this—that	
  while	
  he	
  knows	
  that	
  death	
  awaits	
  him,	
  he	
  has	
  this	
  
great	
  confidence	
  that	
  the	
  body	
  that	
  awaits	
  him	
  is	
  superior	
  to	
  the	
  present	
  one,	
  just	
  as	
  the	
  difference	
  
between	
  a	
  tent	
  and	
  a	
  permanent	
  home.	
  That’s	
  the	
  contrast.	
  This	
  eternal	
  shelter	
  is	
  described	
  by	
  Jesus	
  in	
  
John	
  14,	
  “Do	
  not	
  let	
  your	
  heart	
  be	
  troubled.	
  Believe	
  in	
  God.	
  Believe	
  also	
  in	
  me.	
  In	
  my	
  Father’s	
  house	
  are	
  
many	
  dwellings.	
  If	
  it	
  were	
  not	
  so,	
  I	
  would	
  have	
  told	
  you,	
  for	
  I	
  go	
  to	
  prepare	
  a	
  place	
  for	
  you.”	
  You	
  see,	
  
God	
  is	
  the	
  architect	
  of	
  this	
  permanent	
  home,	
  therefore	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  no	
  maintenance	
  problems	
  
because	
  the	
  foundaEon	
  is	
  in	
  Christ.	
  !
Here’s	
  an	
  example	
  from	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  Abraham.	
  Go	
  to	
  Hebrews	
  11:8-­‐10.	
  It	
  gives	
  us	
  an	
  illustraEon	
  of	
  
Abraham’s	
  understanding	
  of	
  this.	
  “8By	
  faith	
  Abraham,	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  called,	
  obeyed	
  by	
  going	
  out	
  to	
  a	
  
place	
  which	
  he	
  was	
  to	
  receive	
  for	
  an	
  inheritance;	
  and	
  he	
  went	
  out,	
  not	
  knowing	
  where	
  he	
  was	
  going.	
  
9By	
  faith	
  he	
  lived	
  as	
  an	
  alien	
  in	
  the	
  land	
  of	
  promise,	
  as	
  in	
  a	
  foreign	
  land,	
  dwelling	
  in	
  tents	
  with	
  Isaac	
  and	
  
Jacob,	
  fellow	
  heirs	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  promise;	
  10for	
  he	
  was	
  looking	
  for	
  the	
  city	
  which	
  has	
  foundaEons,	
  whose	
  
architect	
  and	
  builder	
  is	
  God.”	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  Abraham	
  understood	
  this;	
  that	
  he’s	
  a	
  tent	
  dweller	
  right	
  
now,	
  but	
  he	
  was	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  a	
  permanence.	
  This	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying.	
  !
As	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  look	
  at	
  our	
  impending	
  death,	
  we	
  look	
  at	
  it	
  as	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  the	
  tent	
  versus	
  
eternal	
  home,	
  and	
  the	
  contrast	
  is	
  so	
  significant	
  because	
  one	
  has	
  no	
  foundaEon,	
  the	
  other	
  one	
  has	
  the	
  
foundaEon	
  in	
  God.	
  He	
  says	
  that	
  with	
  a	
  great	
  asserEon,	
  “For	
  we	
  know…”	
  I	
  would	
  say	
  this,	
  brothers,	
  unEl	
  
you	
  can	
  really	
  answer	
  that	
  quesEon	
  yourself,	
  the	
  last	
  quesEon,	
  you	
  won’t	
  have	
  any	
  hope	
  of	
  answering	
  
the	
  previous	
  quesEons.	
  !
One	
  of	
  the	
  great	
  events	
  that	
  I	
  had	
  years	
  ago…I	
  had	
  the	
  privilege	
  of	
  bapEzing	
  a	
  quadriplegic.	
  As	
  the	
  
elders	
  and	
  I	
  were	
  immersing	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  water	
  in	
  the	
  pool,	
  just	
  before	
  we	
  did	
  that,	
  he	
  gave	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
most	
  powerful	
  tesEmonies	
  of	
  what	
  he	
  was	
  looking	
  for	
  in	
  his	
  resurrected	
  body.	
  He	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  
accident	
  that	
  paralyzed	
  him.	
  He	
  lost	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  faciliEes,	
  movement.	
  But	
  he	
  gave	
  such	
  a	
  wonderful	
  
tesEmony	
  of	
  the	
  hope	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  because	
  he	
  knew	
  this—that	
  right	
  now	
  this	
  is	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent,	
  which	
  
doesn’t	
  funcEon.	
  Just	
  before	
  we	
  bapEzed	
  him,	
  he	
  just	
  gave	
  us	
  such	
  a	
  wonderful,	
  powerful	
  tesEmony	
  of	
  
realizing	
  this—that	
  one	
  of	
  these	
  days	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  resurrected	
  body,	
  a	
  tent	
  that	
  is	
  made	
  by	
  God	
  
that’s	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  no	
  debilitaEon	
  in	
  my	
  movement.	
  !
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We	
  don’t	
  know	
  a	
  whole	
  a	
  lot	
  about	
  the	
  resurrected	
  body	
  that	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  have,	
  the	
  glorified	
  body.	
  
But	
  we	
  do	
  know	
  this	
  is-­‐there’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  some	
  conEnuity	
  to	
  it.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  human	
  
construcEon.	
  Our	
  resurrected	
  body	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  some	
  human	
  construcEon	
  to	
  it.	
  We’re	
  going	
  to	
  
have	
  capabiliEes.	
  You	
  noEce	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  his	
  resurrected	
  body.	
  He	
  came	
  
back	
  in	
  his	
  physical	
  status.	
  He	
  ate.	
  He	
  drank.	
  People	
  could	
  touch	
  him.	
  He	
  walked	
  through	
  walls.	
  !
We	
  don’t	
  know	
  a	
  whole	
  lot	
  about	
  all	
  of	
  that	
  other	
  than	
  just	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  examples	
  we	
  have.	
  But	
  we	
  do	
  
know	
  this;	
  that	
  there’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  some	
  conEnuity	
  in	
  our	
  physical	
  stature	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  now	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  
with	
  us	
  in	
  our	
  resurrected	
  body	
  when	
  the	
  Lord	
  returns	
  in	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  glory.	
  That’s	
  what	
  my	
  friend,	
  the	
  
quadriplegic,	
  was	
  expressing.	
  He	
  was	
  saying,	
  “I’m	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  this	
  body	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  right	
  now	
  is	
  going	
  
to	
  be	
  so	
  far	
  superior	
  to	
  the	
  body	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  right	
  now	
  that	
  the	
  contrast	
  is	
  extreme	
  as	
  a	
  tent	
  versus	
  an	
  
eternal	
  home,	
  and	
  I	
  can’t	
  wait	
  for	
  the	
  day	
  that	
  I	
  get	
  my	
  resurrected	
  body	
  because	
  my	
  funcEons	
  will	
  
work	
  again	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  no	
  debilitaEon	
  anymore.”	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  Reverend	
  Ted	
  Wood	
  had	
  a	
  study	
  many	
  years	
  ago…where	
  is	
  Ted.	
  !
He’s	
  behind	
  you.	
  !
Ted:	
  I	
  deny	
  it.	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  This	
  study	
  was…Ted,	
  do	
  you	
  recall	
  the	
  study	
  on	
  the	
  resurrected	
  body?	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  
paraphrase	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  it’s	
  from	
  a	
  loving	
  place…in	
  order	
  to	
  love	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  touch.	
  !
Correct.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  !
Ted:	
  Yes,	
  absolutely.	
  !
That’s	
  correct.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  some…when	
  I	
  use	
  the	
  word	
  conEnuity,	
  it’s	
  what	
  Ted	
  was	
  saying,	
  it’s	
  
conEnuity.	
  From	
  what	
  I	
  understand	
  of	
  the	
  Scripture,	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  physical	
  body	
  now,	
  we’re	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  
a	
  physical	
  body	
  then.	
  What	
  it’s	
  going	
  to	
  look	
  like?	
  We	
  don’t	
  know	
  that	
  yet.	
  It’s	
  all	
  under	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  
God.	
  It’ll	
  be	
  an	
  environment	
  of	
  love,	
  concern.	
  You’ll	
  recognize	
  your	
  friends.	
  You’ll	
  recognize	
  your	
  loved	
  
ones.	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  touch.	
  There	
  will	
  be	
  feeling.	
  But	
  it’ll	
  all	
  be	
  pure.	
  For	
  the	
  first	
  Eme	
  in	
  our	
  life,	
  you	
  see,	
  
my	
  touch	
  and	
  feelings	
  won’t	
  be	
  tainted.	
  Right	
  now,	
  everything	
  I	
  do	
  is	
  tainted.	
  The	
  very	
  best	
  that	
  I	
  do	
  is	
  
tainted.	
  In	
  my	
  glorified	
  body,	
  that	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  the	
  case.	
  Ted,	
  do	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  add	
  some	
  more	
  to	
  that,	
  
please?	
  !
Ted:	
  No.	
  I	
  mean,	
  bodies	
  are	
  very	
  criAcal	
  in	
  our	
  faith.	
  Physicality	
  is	
  very	
  important.	
  The	
  only	
  way	
  I	
  can	
  tell	
  
you	
  I	
  love	
  you	
  or	
  communicate	
  that	
  to	
  you	
  is	
  you	
  say	
  it,	
  you’re	
  hearing	
  it	
  physically,	
  or	
  to	
  hug	
  you,	
  you	
  
feel	
  it.	
  I	
  can’t	
  telepathically	
  tell	
  you	
  I	
  love	
  you.	
  !
That’s	
  correct.	
  !
Ted:	
  So,	
  I	
  mean,	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  ChrisAan	
  different	
  than	
  the	
  Eastern	
  religions,	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  because	
  of	
  
reincarnaAon,	
  the	
  bodies	
  are	
  irrelevant.	
  !
Right.	
  !
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Ted:	
  You	
  die,	
  you	
  come	
  back	
  in	
  another	
  body,	
  another	
  one,	
  another	
  one.	
  It	
  really	
  doesn’t	
  make	
  any	
  
difference.	
  The	
  body	
  [UNCLEAR]…then	
  we	
  actually	
  have	
  ChrisAans	
  who	
  talk	
  like	
  that	
  at	
  funerals,	
  “Well,	
  
you	
  know,	
  the	
  body	
  really	
  doesn’t	
  make	
  any	
  difference.”	
  Well,	
  it	
  does.	
  !
Absolutely	
  it	
  does.	
  That	
  was	
  the	
  point	
  my	
  quadriplegic	
  friend	
  was	
  saying,	
  “I	
  can’t	
  wait	
  unEl	
  I	
  get	
  that	
  
body.”	
  We	
  don’t	
  know	
  a	
  lot	
  about	
  it	
  other	
  than	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  there’s	
  conEnuity	
  in	
  the	
  physical	
  body	
  we	
  
have	
  now	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  same	
  conEnuity	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  with	
  the	
  resurrected	
  body	
  in	
  heaven.	
  !
Dale:	
  We’ll	
  also	
  have	
  a	
  new	
  name.	
  !
Well,	
  everything	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  new.	
  Correct.	
  What	
  are	
  they	
  going	
  to	
  call	
  you?	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  !
Dale:	
  I	
  don’t	
  know.	
  !
Audience	
  Member3:	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  great	
  favor	
  this	
  morning.	
  First	
  of	
  all,	
  the	
  shame	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel,	
  the	
  
embarrassment	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel.	
  It’s	
  despised	
  and	
  rejected	
  by	
  millions.	
  However,	
  the	
  exciAng	
  thing	
  that	
  
you	
  brought	
  to	
  me	
  this	
  morning,	
  which	
  you’ve	
  done	
  me	
  a	
  great	
  favor,	
  is	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  somebody	
  can	
  get	
  
started	
  right	
  now.	
  They	
  don’t	
  have	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  one	
  of	
  these	
  Bible	
  studies	
  to	
  be	
  introduced	
  to	
  
Jesus	
  Christ.	
  They	
  can	
  be	
  transformed	
  like	
  Paul	
  was	
  in	
  a	
  moment.	
  !
Amen.	
  That’s	
  the	
  direct	
  and	
  immediate	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  upon	
  your	
  soul.	
  That	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  
you’re	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  all	
  the	
  fruits	
  of	
  that	
  regeneraEon.	
  That	
  comes	
  over	
  Eme.	
  That’s	
  sancEficaEon,	
  
where	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  sancEfies	
  us,	
  works	
  in	
  us.	
  That	
  happens	
  over	
  Eme.	
  But	
  there	
  is	
  that	
  immediate	
  
change.	
  When	
  that	
  happens,	
  you	
  think	
  differently.	
  That’s	
  radical.	
  That’s	
  transformaEonal.	
  That	
  thought	
  
process	
  begins	
  to	
  transform	
  everything	
  you	
  do.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us.	
  !
One	
  of	
  the	
  great	
  things	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  in	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us	
  is	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  your	
  
resurrected	
  body.	
  That’s	
  something	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  look	
  forward	
  to.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  conEnuity	
  there.	
  
There	
  will	
  be	
  relaEonships.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  love.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  feeling.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  no	
  
sadness.	
  There’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  no	
  pain.	
  That	
  was	
  the	
  point	
  my	
  quadriplegic	
  friend	
  was	
  saying	
  before	
  we	
  
bapEzed	
  him,	
  “I’m	
  really	
  looking	
  forward	
  to	
  that.”	
  That	
  was	
  his	
  great	
  encouragement.	
  !
He	
  hung	
  in	
  there	
  for	
  several	
  years	
  aser	
  that	
  and	
  then	
  the	
  Lord	
  was	
  pleased	
  to	
  take	
  him	
  home	
  about	
  
five	
  years	
  later	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  disease	
  that	
  permeated	
  his	
  body.	
  When	
  we	
  did	
  his	
  funeral,	
  you	
  know,	
  it’s	
  
like	
  when	
  you	
  go	
  to…remember	
  when	
  they	
  buried	
  John	
  the	
  BapEst?	
  Go	
  to	
  Mark	
  6:9.	
  When	
  they	
  buried	
  
John	
  the	
  BapEst,	
  we’re	
  told	
  that	
  the	
  disciples	
  came	
  and	
  took	
  his	
  body,	
  and	
  aser	
  the	
  beheading	
  of	
  John	
  
the	
  BapEst,	
  the	
  friends	
  came	
  for	
  him	
  and	
  the	
  Scripture	
  says,	
  “They	
  buried	
  it.”	
  They	
  didn’t	
  bury	
  John.	
  
They	
  buried	
  it.	
  What	
  was	
  the	
  “it”	
  they	
  buried?	
  The	
  body.	
  John’s	
  soul	
  had	
  already	
  departed	
  and	
  gone	
  to	
  
be	
  with	
  the	
  Lord.	
  You	
  see,	
  that’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying.	
  They	
  just	
  buried	
  “it.”	
  They	
  didn’t	
  bury	
  John.	
  !
You	
  see,	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  is	
  this—death,	
  for	
  the	
  ChrisEan,	
  is	
  a	
  change	
  of	
  locaEon.	
  It’s	
  one	
  life,	
  but	
  
two	
  locaEons.	
  I	
  have	
  a	
  locaEon	
  now	
  in	
  my	
  earthly	
  tent,	
  and	
  I’ll	
  have	
  eternal	
  life	
  in	
  my	
  earthly	
  home	
  
made	
  by	
  God.	
  It’s	
  one	
  life,	
  but	
  two	
  locaEons.	
  Death	
  for	
  the	
  believer	
  is	
  a	
  change	
  of	
  locaEon.	
  When	
  they	
  
bury	
  me,	
  they’ll	
  bury	
  it,	
  but	
  they	
  won’t	
  bury	
  me.	
  Because	
  I	
  know	
  this—that	
  God	
  has	
  prepared	
  a	
  home	
  
for	
  me	
  in	
  heaven	
  that	
  is	
  made	
  by	
  him	
  and	
  not	
  by	
  man.	
  We	
  can	
  assert	
  that	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  regeneraEon.	
  !
Remember	
  the	
  liQle	
  hymn?	
  “This	
  world	
  is	
  not	
  my	
  home,	
  I’m	
  just	
  a-­‐passing	
  through.	
  My	
  treasures	
  are	
  
laid	
  somewhere	
  beyond	
  the	
  blue.	
  The	
  angels	
  beckon	
  me	
  from	
  heaven’s	
  open	
  door	
  and	
  I	
  can’t	
  feel	
  at	
  
home	
  in	
  this	
  world	
  anymore.”	
  There’s	
  a	
  degree	
  where	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  our	
  ciEzenship	
  in	
  heaven,	
  but	
  our	
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life	
  is	
  here	
  on	
  earth.	
  We	
  realize	
  that	
  death	
  for	
  the	
  believer	
  is	
  just	
  a	
  change	
  of	
  locaEon.	
  One	
  life,	
  but	
  two	
  
locaEons.	
  !
Now	
  the	
  quesEon	
  is	
  this—which	
  life	
  do	
  you	
  have?	
  Do	
  you	
  realize	
  that	
  everybody	
  has	
  eternal	
  life?	
  
Everybody	
  has	
  an	
  eternal	
  life.	
  The	
  quesEon	
  is	
  which	
  one	
  do	
  you	
  have?	
  Is	
  my	
  eternal	
  life	
  in	
  my	
  heavenly	
  
home	
  or	
  is	
  my	
  eternal	
  life	
  in	
  hell	
  under	
  the	
  wrath	
  of	
  God.	
  Everybody	
  has	
  an	
  eternal	
  life.	
  The	
  issue	
  is	
  this
—do	
  I	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  final	
  quesEon	
  of	
  the	
  desEny	
  of	
  my	
  eternal	
  life?	
  When	
  they	
  buried	
  John,	
  
they	
  buried	
  it;	
  they	
  didn’t	
  bury	
  John.	
  Death	
  for	
  the	
  believer	
  is	
  a	
  change	
  of	
  residence.	
  One	
  life	
  with	
  two	
  
locaEons.	
  !
Not	
  only	
  is	
  death	
  like	
  going	
  from	
  a	
  tent	
  to	
  a	
  house,	
  Paul	
  also	
  describes	
  it	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  our	
  clothing	
  of	
  our	
  
spiritual	
  resurrected	
  body,	
  what	
  we	
  will	
  wear.	
  He	
  now	
  begins	
  to	
  describe	
  our	
  heavenly	
  clothing.	
  Look	
  at	
  
verses	
  2-­‐4.	
  Paul	
  recognized	
  the	
  limitaEons	
  of	
  his	
  own	
  body.	
  It	
  was	
  really	
  a	
  very	
  fragile	
  clay	
  pot	
  or	
  a	
  jar	
  of	
  
clay,	
  an	
  earthen	
  vessel.	
  We	
  read	
  about	
  that	
  in	
  chapter	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  4:7.	
  Now	
  he	
  says	
  that	
  under	
  the	
  
pressures	
  of	
  this	
  hosEle	
  environment,	
  which	
  we	
  read	
  about	
  in	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  4:7-­‐12,	
  he	
  says	
  that	
  he	
  
groans.	
  Not	
  only	
  does	
  he	
  say	
  that	
  he	
  groans	
  under	
  the	
  pressures	
  of	
  life,	
  but	
  he	
  also	
  states	
  that	
  he	
  longs	
  
to	
  be	
  clothed	
  with	
  our	
  eternal	
  dwelling.	
  He	
  longs	
  to	
  be	
  clothed.	
  !
By	
  saying	
  this,	
  he	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  that	
  he	
  despises	
  his	
  present	
  life.	
  He’s	
  not	
  saying	
  he	
  wants	
  to	
  hurry	
  this	
  
up.	
  He’s	
  not	
  saying	
  that.	
  He’s	
  just	
  recognizing	
  that	
  he’s	
  a	
  ciEzen	
  of	
  two	
  worlds.	
  His	
  body	
  is	
  on	
  earth,	
  but	
  
his	
  heart	
  is	
  in	
  heaven.	
  He	
  pictures	
  our	
  desEny	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  clothing	
  here	
  in	
  these	
  verses.	
  Being	
  
clothed	
  versus	
  being	
  naked	
  is	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  our	
  spiritual	
  life.	
  !
There	
  are	
  several	
  ways	
  to	
  interpret	
  this.	
  Here’s	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  applicaEons.	
  In	
  Genesis	
  3,	
  before	
  sin	
  entered	
  
the	
  world	
  through	
  our	
  first	
  parents,	
  Adam	
  and	
  Eve	
  were	
  naked	
  and	
  not	
  ashamed.	
  They	
  were	
  naked	
  and	
  
not	
  ashamed.	
  Aser	
  they	
  sinned,	
  they	
  clothed	
  themselves	
  to	
  cover	
  up	
  their	
  inadequacies	
  to	
  living	
  as	
  
God	
  commanded.	
  Nakedness	
  could	
  be	
  a	
  descripEon	
  of	
  our	
  inadequacies.	
  They	
  were	
  naked	
  and	
  not	
  
ashamed.	
  !
The	
  moment	
  that	
  they	
  sinned,	
  five	
  things	
  entered	
  the	
  world,	
  which	
  we	
  are	
  now	
  constrained	
  by—guilt,	
  
fear,	
  shame,	
  blame	
  and	
  death.	
  Prior	
  to	
  that,	
  Adam	
  and	
  Eve	
  did	
  not	
  know	
  that.	
  When	
  sin	
  entered	
  the	
  
world,	
  through	
  original	
  sin,	
  now	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  of	
  guilt,	
  we	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  of	
  fear,	
  of	
  shame,	
  blame	
  and	
  
death.	
  That	
  all	
  came	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  sin.	
  Those	
  things	
  all	
  speak	
  of	
  our	
  inadequacies.	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying,	
  “I	
  
would	
  rather	
  not	
  have	
  my	
  own	
  inadequacies,	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.	
  !
The	
  very	
  first	
  sacrifice	
  in	
  history	
  is	
  when	
  God	
  made	
  skins	
  from	
  animals	
  to	
  clothe	
  Adam	
  and	
  Eve.	
  Who	
  
made	
  them	
  adequate?	
  God	
  did.	
  They	
  didn’t	
  make	
  themselves	
  adequate.	
  Does	
  that	
  sound	
  familiar?	
  We	
  
saw	
  that	
  in	
  chapter	
  4:3.	
  We	
  see	
  God	
  sacrificing	
  something	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  make	
  them	
  righteous.	
  In	
  Isaiah	
  
61:10,	
  we’re	
  told	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  wrapped	
  in	
  the	
  robes	
  of	
  righteousness.	
  That’s	
  our	
  clothing.	
  The	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  Christ	
  will	
  be	
  our	
  clothing.	
  The	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ	
  refers	
  to	
  our	
  clothing,	
  and	
  the	
  
nakedness	
  refers	
  to	
  our	
  inadequacies.	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying,	
  “I	
  would	
  rather	
  not	
  be	
  inadequate	
  anymore.	
  I	
  
want	
  to	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  my	
  heavenly	
  dwelling,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.”	
  !
Turn	
  to	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21,	
  “He	
  made	
  Him	
  who	
  knew	
  no	
  sin	
  to	
  be	
  sin	
  on	
  our	
  behalf,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  
become	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  Him.”	
  You	
  see,	
  that	
  is	
  our	
  future	
  clothing.	
  It’s	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.	
  What	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying	
  is	
  this,	
  “I’m	
  at	
  home,	
  I’m	
  away	
  from	
  Christ	
  because	
  I	
  desire	
  
not	
  to	
  live	
  in	
  my	
  inadequacies	
  anymore;	
  I	
  just	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  wrapped	
  in	
  the	
  robes	
  of	
  righteousness,	
  to	
  
receive	
  my	
  heavenly	
  clothing,	
  which	
  is	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.”	
  That’s	
  why	
  the	
  Scripture	
  says,	
  John	
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says	
  that	
  when	
  you	
  see	
  Christ,	
  you’ll	
  see	
  him	
  just	
  as	
  he	
  is	
  and	
  you’ll	
  be	
  just	
  like	
  him.	
  That’s	
  because	
  
you’ll	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  his	
  righteousness.	
  !
NoEce	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21,	
  “so	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  Him.”	
  That’s	
  our	
  
heavenly	
  clothing.	
  What	
  that’s	
  going	
  to	
  be?	
  We	
  have	
  no	
  idea,	
  other	
  than	
  we	
  know	
  this—that	
  our	
  
clothing	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  our	
  clothing.	
  Those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  Christ	
  have	
  
Christ	
  as	
  their	
  righteousness,	
  whereas	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  in	
  Christ,	
  only	
  have	
  their	
  own	
  inadequate	
  
righteousness.	
  !
Is	
  there	
  reason	
  for	
  us	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  Christ	
  to	
  be	
  encouraged	
  and	
  confident	
  aser	
  death?	
  Absolutely.	
  Look	
  at	
  
2	
  Corinthians	
  5:6-­‐7,	
  “6Therefore,	
  being	
  always	
  of	
  good	
  courage,	
  and	
  knowing	
  that	
  while	
  we	
  are	
  at	
  home	
  
in	
  the	
  body	
  we	
  are	
  absent	
  from	
  the	
  Lord—7for	
  we	
  walk	
  by	
  faith,	
  not	
  by	
  sight.”	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  reasons	
  that	
  
you	
  and	
  I	
  walk	
  by	
  faith	
  is	
  because	
  we	
  understand	
  the	
  desEny	
  we	
  have	
  of	
  our	
  righteous	
  clothing.	
  We	
  
know	
  this,	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  eternal	
  life.	
  One	
  life,	
  but	
  two	
  locaEons.	
  When	
  I	
  die	
  to	
  go	
  with	
  the	
  Lord,	
  it’s	
  just	
  a	
  
translaEon	
  from	
  this	
  earth	
  to	
  my	
  heavenly	
  home.	
  I	
  know	
  this—at	
  that	
  moment,	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  the	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  Christ,	
  because	
  he	
  who	
  knew	
  no	
  sin	
  became	
  sin	
  on	
  our	
  behalf	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  
the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  him.	
  !
If	
  you	
  ask	
  me	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  word	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  Testament,	
  I	
  mean,	
  I	
  could	
  not	
  argue	
  with	
  you	
  if	
  you	
  
said	
  it	
  was	
  grace.	
  I	
  could	
  not	
  argue	
  with	
  you	
  if	
  you	
  said	
  it	
  was	
  love.	
  I	
  couldn’t	
  argue	
  with	
  that.	
  But	
  I	
  think	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  words	
  that	
  we	
  don’t	
  understand	
  is	
  this	
  liQle	
  word	
  “hupere”	
  in	
  the	
  Greek	
  in	
  2	
  
Corinthians	
  5:21.	
  It’s	
  the	
  word	
  “on	
  behalf	
  of.”	
  NoEce,	
  “He	
  made	
  Him	
  who	
  knew	
  no	
  sin	
  to	
  be	
  sin	
  on	
  our	
  
behalf,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  Him.”	
  I	
  think	
  that	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  
important	
  words	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  understand	
  in	
  the	
  Scripture.	
  It’s	
  because	
  of	
  what	
  he	
  did	
  for	
  me	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  
his	
  righteousness.	
  On	
  behalf	
  of—hupere—in	
  place	
  of.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  he	
  died	
  in	
  place	
  of	
  me	
  so	
  that	
  I	
  
could	
  have	
  his	
  righteousness.	
  That’s	
  what	
  the	
  word	
  hupere	
  means—in	
  place	
  of.	
  In	
  place	
  of	
  my	
  death,	
  
he	
  died.	
  The	
  result	
  of	
  that	
  is	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  the	
  clothing	
  of	
  righteousness	
  in	
  our	
  eternal	
  home.	
  Paul	
  is	
  
saying,	
  “Look,	
  yes	
  I	
  know	
  I’m	
  in	
  this	
  life,	
  but	
  I	
  would	
  rather	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  righteousness	
  than	
  conEnue	
  to	
  
be	
  clothed	
  in	
  my	
  own	
  inadequacies.	
  Therefore	
  as	
  I	
  look	
  at	
  my	
  impending	
  death,	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  encouraged,	
  
and	
  that’s	
  why	
  I	
  live	
  by	
  faith	
  and	
  not	
  by	
  sight,	
  because	
  I	
  have	
  the	
  truth	
  of	
  the	
  asserEon	
  of	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  
when	
  I	
  die	
  I’m	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  clothed	
  in	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.”	
  !
He	
  speaks	
  of	
  two	
  things,	
  first	
  of	
  all—our	
  heavenly	
  dwelling	
  and	
  our	
  heavenly	
  clothing.	
  There	
  are	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
unknown	
  things	
  we	
  don’t	
  know	
  about	
  all	
  of	
  that.	
  Paul	
  is	
  saying,	
  “We	
  know,	
  and	
  I	
  know,	
  factually,	
  that	
  
that’s	
  going	
  to	
  happen	
  because	
  of	
  transferred	
  in	
  my	
  life.	
  !
Ted:	
  You	
  used	
  hupere,	
  a	
  preposiAon.	
  Another	
  preposiAon	
  we	
  talked	
  about	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  is	
  [UNCLEAR].	
  All	
  
of	
  this	
  is	
  possible…everything	
  we	
  talk	
  about	
  is	
  possible	
  because	
  we’re	
  in	
  Christ.	
  !
Amen	
  to	
  that.	
  !
Ted:	
  If	
  we’re	
  in	
  Christ,	
  then	
  where	
  he	
  is	
  there	
  we	
  are	
  also.	
  !
Amen.	
  The	
  beauty	
  of	
  that	
  is	
  this—that	
  when	
  you	
  see	
  Christ,	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  him	
  as	
  he	
  is,	
  and	
  you	
  
will	
  look	
  just	
  like	
  him.	
  What	
  that	
  means	
  is	
  we	
  don’t	
  know,	
  but	
  in	
  other	
  words,	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Guess	
  what	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  in	
  yourself?	
  You’re	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  
righteousness	
  of	
  Christ	
  as	
  your	
  own	
  clothing.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  And	
  guess	
  what	
  God	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  see.	
  He’s	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  his	
  son...	
  

!  11



!
He’s	
  going	
  to	
  see	
  his	
  son.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  …when	
  he	
  looks	
  at	
  us.	
  !
He’ll	
  look	
  at	
  us…we’ll	
  be	
  just	
  like	
  his	
  son.	
  Amen.	
  Good	
  point.	
  Paul	
  uses	
  the	
  phrase	
  “in	
  Christ”	
  127	
  Emes	
  
in	
  the	
  New	
  Testament	
  to	
  describe	
  a	
  person	
  who	
  has	
  a	
  saving	
  relaEonship	
  to	
  Christ.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  you	
  
are	
  in	
  him.	
  We	
  spent	
  some	
  Eme	
  talking	
  about	
  that.	
  NoEce	
  this	
  in	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5:21,	
  “He	
  made	
  Him	
  
who	
  knew	
  no	
  sin	
  to	
  be	
  sin	
  on	
  our	
  behalf	
  (in	
  place	
  of	
  me),	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  the	
  righteousness	
  
of	
  God	
  in	
  Him	
  (in	
  Christ).”	
  It’s	
  all	
  because	
  you’re	
  Christ.	
  You’re	
  either	
  in	
  Christ	
  or	
  you’re	
  not.	
  !
Jay:	
  You	
  used	
  eternal	
  life,	
  you	
  used	
  “know,”	
  and	
  there’s	
  a	
  Scripture,	
  and	
  I	
  was	
  just	
  thinking	
  about	
  this	
  
last	
  week,	
  but	
  just	
  even	
  the	
  Scripture	
  in	
  1	
  John,	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  tesAmony	
  of	
  God,	
  and	
  in	
  1	
  John	
  5:11-­‐14,	
  
“11And	
  the	
  tesAmony	
  is	
  this,	
  that	
  God	
  has	
  given	
  us	
  eternal	
  life,	
  and	
  this	
  life	
  is	
  in	
  His	
  Son.	
  12He	
  who	
  has	
  
the	
  Son	
  has	
  the	
  life;	
  he	
  who	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  the	
  life.13These	
  things	
  I	
  have	
  
wri`en	
  to	
  you	
  who	
  believe	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God,	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  eternal	
  
life,”	
  and	
  the	
  words	
  ajer	
  that,	
  “14This	
  is	
  the	
  confidence	
  which	
  we	
  have	
  before	
  Him,”	
  but	
  just	
  that	
  
“know,”	
  that’s	
  beauAful.	
  !
You	
  can	
  only	
  know	
  that	
  if	
  there’s	
  been	
  an	
  event	
  in	
  your	
  life	
  in	
  your	
  past	
  that	
  brings	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  
acEvely	
  knowing	
  that.	
  And	
  that	
  act	
  is	
  regeneraEon.	
  It’s	
  act	
  of	
  God	
  taking	
  a	
  heart	
  of	
  stone,	
  replacing	
  it	
  
with	
  a	
  heart	
  of	
  flesh,	
  removing	
  your	
  heart	
  of	
  insensiEvity	
  to	
  spiritual	
  things	
  and	
  now	
  causing	
  you	
  to	
  
have	
  a	
  heart	
  that	
  follows	
  the	
  spiritual	
  things	
  and	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
  walk	
  by	
  faith.	
  You	
  see,	
  we’re	
  talking	
  
about	
  the	
  supernatural	
  nature	
  of	
  conversion.	
  We	
  should	
  never	
  remove	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  conversion	
  is	
  
supernatural.	
  It’s	
  not	
  a	
  maQer	
  of	
  your	
  will	
  or	
  my	
  will.	
  It’s	
  a	
  maQer	
  of	
  what	
  God	
  has	
  willed	
  to	
  do	
  in	
  you.	
  
It’s	
  something	
  that	
  he	
  does	
  for	
  us.	
  !
It’s	
  criEcal	
  that	
  we	
  understand	
  that.	
  You	
  can’t	
  have	
  that	
  knowing,	
  Jay,	
  that	
  you	
  referred	
  to,	
  unless	
  
something	
  has	
  happened	
  in	
  your	
  heart	
  where	
  God	
  gives	
  you	
  the	
  change	
  of	
  mind,	
  which	
  is	
  called	
  
regeneraEon.	
  We	
  don’t	
  talk	
  enough	
  about	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  regeneraEon.	
  We	
  talk	
  about,	
  “Would	
  you	
  like	
  
to	
  have	
  eternal	
  life?”	
  That’s	
  a	
  consequence;	
  that’s	
  not	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  salvaEon.	
  SalvaEon	
  is	
  so	
  that	
  you	
  
will	
  be	
  reconciled	
  to	
  God.	
  That’s	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  salvaEon.	
  !
In	
  that	
  reconciliaEon,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  consequences	
  is	
  you	
  go	
  from	
  an	
  earthly	
  tent	
  to	
  a	
  heavenly	
  home.	
  You	
  
go	
  from	
  being	
  inadequate	
  to	
  being	
  righteous.	
  Those	
  are	
  consequences	
  of	
  being	
  reconciled	
  to	
  God.	
  The	
  
Gospel	
  reconciled	
  sinful	
  man	
  to	
  God.	
  That’s	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel.	
  It’s	
  not	
  the	
  offer	
  of	
  eternal	
  life.	
  
Eternal	
  life	
  is	
  something	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  because	
  of	
  that	
  fact	
  you’ve	
  been	
  reconciled.	
  That’s	
  
what	
  regeneraEon	
  does.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  One	
  thing	
  that	
  keeps	
  popping	
  out	
  here,	
  especially	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  we	
  have	
  our	
  tent,	
  
ours,	
  our	
  possession,	
  versus	
  what	
  is	
  given	
  us	
  from	
  God.	
  Look	
  at	
  Genesis	
  3	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  we	
  fell.	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  
man	
  went	
  out	
  and	
  sewed	
  fig	
  leaves.	
  But	
  God	
  gave	
  us	
  ajer	
  that	
  fleshly	
  clothes.	
  I	
  mean,	
  he	
  had	
  to	
  clothe	
  
us.	
  Over	
  and	
  over	
  and	
  over	
  again,	
  from	
  what	
  Jay	
  said	
  and	
  what	
  Ted	
  said	
  is	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  it’s	
  no	
  longer	
  our	
  
tent,	
  the	
  stuff	
  that	
  we	
  do,	
  our	
  victories	
  that	
  we’re	
  doing	
  and	
  our	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  
and	
  there’s	
  such	
  freedom	
  in	
  that,	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  go	
  and	
  serve	
  with	
  graAtude	
  and	
  have	
  that	
  joy	
  that	
  talks	
  
about	
  even	
  in	
  the	
  trials.	
  It	
  is	
  so	
  freeing,	
  there’s	
  so	
  much	
  freedom	
  and	
  grace,	
  how	
  could	
  you	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  
[UNCLEAR]	
  with	
  that	
  mindset.	
  !
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You	
  see,	
  with	
  what	
  you	
  just	
  said	
  is	
  that	
  summary	
  verse	
  where	
  Paul	
  says	
  we	
  walk	
  by	
  faith,	
  not	
  by	
  sight.	
  
What	
  you	
  just	
  described,	
  dear	
  brother,	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  illustraEon	
  of	
  that.	
  As	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  everything	
  you’ve	
  just	
  
said,	
  you	
  live	
  your	
  life	
  by	
  faith,	
  not	
  by	
  sight.	
  You	
  don’t	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  temporal	
  things	
  to	
  assure	
  you	
  of	
  that,	
  
you	
  have	
  this	
  asserEon.	
  That’s	
  the	
  criEcal	
  nature	
  of	
  that	
  word	
  “know.”	
  Paul	
  says,	
  “For	
  we	
  know…”	
  You	
  
cannot	
  make	
  that	
  asserEon	
  unless	
  there’s	
  been	
  an	
  event	
  in	
  your	
  life	
  that	
  caused	
  you	
  to	
  change	
  the	
  way	
  
that	
  you	
  think,	
  and	
  that	
  event	
  is	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  were	
  reconciled	
  to	
  God	
  through	
  the	
  mercy	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  the	
  
person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  You	
  remove	
  that	
  from	
  the	
  Gospel	
  message,	
  you’ll	
  be	
  very,	
  very	
  popular,	
  but	
  
you	
  won’t	
  change	
  a	
  soul	
  at	
  all.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  Bruce,	
  a	
  pracAcal	
  way	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  do	
  that	
  for	
  our	
  families	
  is	
  to	
  take	
  our	
  families	
  
camping.	
  !
Excellent.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  Think	
  about	
  that.	
  Take	
  our	
  families	
  camping.	
  We	
  live…isn’t	
  that	
  true	
  that	
  we	
  live	
  in	
  
this	
  life	
  as	
  if	
  its	
  forever.	
  !
Yes.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  On	
  behalf	
  of	
  camping,	
  that	
  gives	
  us	
  a	
  good	
  illustraAon…	
  !
It	
  does.	
  Excellent	
  idea.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  …[UNCLEAR]	
  earthly,	
  temporary	
  [UNCLEAR].	
  !
That’s	
  an	
  excellent	
  idea.	
  Take	
  your	
  family	
  camping	
  and	
  help	
  them	
  understand	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  a	
  
tent	
  and	
  an	
  earthly	
  home.	
  Great	
  applicaEon	
  of	
  that.	
  !
Ted:	
  I	
  think	
  it’s	
  important	
  to	
  disAnguish	
  from	
  saying	
  “knowing”	
  and	
  of	
  “head.”	
  Having	
  a	
  “knowing”	
  
event	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  same	
  thing	
  as	
  a	
  “knowing”	
  experience.	
  My	
  wife,	
  before	
  we	
  met,	
  went	
  to	
  a	
  church	
  that	
  
had	
  altar	
  calls,	
  and	
  she	
  kept	
  going	
  forward	
  to	
  be	
  born	
  again,	
  and	
  she	
  kept	
  going	
  forward	
  again	
  and	
  
again	
  because	
  she	
  didn’t	
  have	
  an	
  emoAonal	
  experience.	
  We’re	
  not	
  talking	
  about	
  an	
  emoAonal	
  
experience,	
  although	
  emoAon	
  may	
  come	
  [UNCLEAR].	
  You’re	
  talking	
  about	
  a	
  fact	
  of	
  what	
  God	
  does	
  and	
  
not	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  experiencing.	
  It’s	
  kind	
  of	
  like	
  C.	
  S.	
  Lewis	
  in	
  his	
  motorcycle	
  ride	
  [UNCLEAR].	
  He	
  came	
  at	
  
the	
  end	
  of	
  that	
  ride	
  and…before	
  he	
  got	
  on	
  the	
  motorcycle,	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  a	
  ChrisAan,	
  and	
  ajerward,	
  he	
  
knew	
  he	
  was	
  because	
  God	
  had	
  done	
  a	
  work,	
  but	
  it	
  wasn’t	
  an	
  emoAonal	
  experience,	
  although	
  it	
  may	
  be.	
  !
It	
  may	
  be.	
  You	
  may	
  not	
  have	
  angels	
  bouncing	
  off	
  the	
  walls.	
  I	
  remember	
  once	
  I	
  had,	
  at	
  the	
  Fellowship	
  of	
  
ChrisEan	
  Athletes	
  conference	
  we	
  were	
  talking	
  about	
  regeneraEon.	
  I	
  said,	
  “What’s	
  your	
  definiEon	
  of	
  
regeneraEon?”	
  One	
  young	
  coach	
  said,	
  “It’s	
  when	
  you	
  see	
  angels	
  bouncing	
  off	
  the	
  walls.”	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  
That’s	
  not	
  what	
  we’re	
  saying.	
  !
Audience	
  Member:	
  Bruce,	
  I	
  know	
  we’re	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  Ame,	
  but	
  the	
  word	
  that	
  sAcks	
  out	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  this	
  
passage	
  that	
  we	
  haven’t	
  dealt	
  much	
  with	
  is	
  the	
  world	
  “groan.”	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  is	
  groaning	
  over	
  the	
  weight	
  
of	
  what	
  is	
  occurring	
  and	
  the	
  balance	
  between	
  being	
  put	
  under	
  the	
  groaning	
  weight	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  
recognizing	
  who	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  We	
  can	
  know	
  that	
  individually,	
  but	
  the	
  passion	
  and	
  compassion	
  that	
  
we	
  have	
  for	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  Syria	
  and	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  Philippines	
  and	
  the	
  people	
  spread	
  around	
  this	
  
world	
  that	
  don’t	
  know	
  from	
  day	
  to	
  day	
  whether	
  in	
  the	
  morning	
  they’re	
  alive	
  and	
  whether	
  they	
  will	
  not	
  
be	
  alive	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  because	
  of	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  resources	
  they	
  have	
  and	
  the	
  droughts.	
  All	
  of	
  those	
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things	
  are	
  happening.	
  The	
  earth	
  is	
  groaning	
  and	
  we	
  could	
  daily	
  be	
  groaning	
  individually	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  
circumstances	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  trying	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  balance	
  between	
  our	
  personal	
  knowledge	
  of	
  where	
  we’re	
  
going	
  to	
  end	
  up	
  and	
  living	
  in	
  this	
  life.	
  There’s	
  just	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  groaning	
  that’s	
  going	
  on	
  [UNCLEAR].	
  !
Absolutely.	
  All	
  of	
  creaEon	
  groans.	
  All	
  of	
  creaEon	
  groans	
  along…not	
  only	
  us,	
  but	
  all	
  of	
  creaEon,	
  waiEng	
  
for	
  the	
  redempEon	
  of	
  God’s	
  own	
  children	
  through	
  the	
  reconciliaEon	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Excellent	
  point.	
  Paul	
  is	
  
saying,	
  “My	
  life	
  is	
  like	
  groaning.	
  But	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  all	
  that	
  groaning,	
  I	
  have	
  this	
  assurance—I	
  know,	
  in	
  
the	
  midst	
  of	
  that.”	
  !
Bishop	
  Rodgers:	
  I	
  was	
  just	
  thinking	
  I	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  reArement	
  community.	
  All	
  of	
  us	
  are	
  groaning	
  as	
  we	
  get	
  
older	
  {LAUGHTER};	
  however,	
  for	
  some	
  of	
  us,	
  it’s	
  a	
  preparaAon	
  looking	
  forward.	
  !
Absolutely.	
  !
Bishop	
  Rodgers:	
  For	
  others,	
  it’s	
  a	
  desperate	
  a`empt	
  to	
  deny	
  it.	
  !
Amen.	
  Well	
  said.	
  Closing	
  point,	
  brothers,	
  would	
  be	
  this.	
  UnEl	
  you	
  can	
  answer	
  the	
  last	
  quesEon,	
  you	
  
don’t	
  have	
  any	
  hope	
  of	
  answering	
  the	
  previous	
  quesEons.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  to	
  ask	
  yourself,	
  “Do	
  I	
  know?”	
  Do	
  I	
  
know?	
  !
Let’s	
  pray.	
  Father,	
  we’ve	
  just	
  touched	
  on	
  the	
  glorious	
  aspects	
  of	
  our	
  glorified,	
  resurrected	
  body.	
  There’s	
  
much	
  that	
  we	
  don’t	
  know,	
  so	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  walk	
  by	
  faith	
  and	
  not	
  by	
  sight.	
  Father,	
  we	
  thank	
  you	
  that	
  you	
  
became	
  sin	
  on	
  our	
  behalf	
  that	
  we	
  might	
  become	
  the	
  righteousness	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  Him	
  for	
  your	
  glory.	
  And	
  
may	
  it	
  be	
  so,	
  Father,	
  that	
  you	
  would	
  draw	
  us	
  closer	
  to	
  yourself	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  actually	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  of	
  faith	
  
and	
  not	
  by	
  sight,	
  be	
  transformed	
  not	
  by	
  conforming	
  to	
  this	
  world,	
  but	
  by	
  the	
  renewing	
  of	
  our	
  mind.	
  
Change	
  our	
  minds,	
  Lord,	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  think	
  correctly	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  will	
  act	
  correctly,	
  and	
  may	
  it	
  be	
  done	
  for	
  
Jesus’	
  sake.	
  And	
  all	
  the	
  Brave	
  Men	
  said...Amen!!
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