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Lou,	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  play	
  something	
  for	
  us,	
  and	
  let's	
  go	
  quietly	
  before	
  the	
  Lord	
  and	
  know	
  that	
  he's	
  God;	
  
see	
  what	
  he	
  might	
  have	
  in	
  store	
  for	
  us	
  this	
  morning.	
  Let's	
  prayerfully	
  go	
  before	
  him	
  in	
  his	
  presence.

[MUSIC]

Lord	
  God	
  and	
  merciful	
  Heavenly	
  Father,	
  the	
  reason	
  it	
  is	
  well	
  with	
  our	
  soul	
  is	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  
work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Father,	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  if	
  your	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  does	
  not	
  be	
  present	
  with	
  us	
  this	
  morning,	
  be	
  our	
  
teacher,	
  nothing	
  of	
  eternal	
  consequence	
  will	
  ever	
  happen,	
  so	
  we're	
  just	
  trusDng	
  you,	
  Lord,	
  and	
  we	
  
thank	
  you	
  that	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  relaDonship	
  of	
  being	
  in	
  Christ,	
  that	
  our	
  soul	
  is	
  well	
  in	
  your	
  eyes,	
  you've	
  
jusDfied	
  us	
  by	
  faith	
  alone,	
  and	
  therefore,	
  we	
  have	
  peace,	
  access	
  and	
  joy	
  to	
  the	
  Heavenly	
  Father.	
  Bless	
  
us	
  now,	
  Father,	
  as	
  we	
  trust	
  your	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  to	
  be	
  our	
  teacher,	
  for	
  Jesus'	
  sake.	
  Amen.

We've	
  been	
  studying	
  the	
  last	
  several	
  months	
  now	
  this	
  all	
  inclusive	
  theme	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon,	
  what	
  we're	
  
calling	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  The	
  apostle	
  Paul	
  uses	
  the	
  phrase	
  "in	
  Christ"	
  about	
  127	
  to	
  129	
  Dmes	
  to	
  
describe	
  a	
  person	
  who	
  has	
  a	
  saving	
  relaDonship	
  to	
  God	
  the	
  Father	
  through	
  God	
  the	
  Son.	
  As	
  we've	
  been	
  
saying,	
  he	
  doesn't	
  use	
  the	
  term	
  "ChrisDan,"	
  he	
  uses	
  the	
  phrase	
  "in	
  Christ,"	
  "with	
  Christ,	
  "through	
  
Christ"	
  and	
  so	
  forth.	
  We've	
  been	
  examining	
  the	
  realiDes	
  of	
  what	
  does	
  that	
  mean	
  to	
  have	
  union	
  in	
  
Christ.

This	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  really	
  ought	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  heart	
  blood	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  church,	
  but	
  we	
  never	
  hear	
  it	
  
preached,	
  and	
  it's	
  really	
  tragic	
  that	
  we	
  don't	
  do	
  that	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  all-­‐encompassing	
  descripDon	
  of	
  
our	
  salvaDon.	
  It	
  includes	
  the	
  incepDon	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon,	
  the	
  conDnuaDon	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon	
  and	
  the	
  
culminaDon	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon.	
  All	
  three	
  of	
  those	
  are	
  wrapped	
  up	
  in	
  that	
  liTle	
  phrase,	
  that	
  liTle	
  concept,	
  
"in	
  Christ."	
  What	
  Ted	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  doing	
  the	
  last	
  couple	
  of	
  weeks	
  with	
  Don	
  is	
  we've	
  been	
  trying	
  to	
  
explore	
  this	
  concept.	
  We	
  don't	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  beaDng	
  a	
  dead	
  horse,	
  but	
  it's	
  so	
  expansive	
  and	
  so	
  deep	
  that	
  
we're	
  just	
  touching	
  the	
  truth	
  of	
  it.

In	
  the	
  last	
  couple	
  of	
  weeks,	
  we've	
  looked	
  at	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  with	
  Christ.	
  We	
  saw	
  
in	
  recent	
  weeks	
  that	
  it's	
  a	
  spiritual	
  union.	
  We	
  saw	
  that	
  it's	
  a	
  mysDcal	
  union.	
  We	
  saw	
  that	
  it's	
  a	
  vital	
  
union,	
  it's	
  a	
  life-­‐giving	
  union.	
  We	
  saw	
  that	
  it's	
  an	
  organic	
  union.	
  We	
  saw	
  that	
  it's	
  a	
  very	
  personal	
  union.	
  
And	
  we	
  saw	
  that	
  it's	
  an	
  indissovable	
  union.	
  All	
  those	
  are	
  words	
  which	
  we've	
  described	
  and	
  dealt	
  with	
  
before	
  in	
  previous	
  teachings	
  that	
  you	
  could	
  go	
  back	
  on	
  the	
  web	
  page	
  and	
  follow	
  and	
  get	
  that	
  
informaDon.

Once	
  that	
  union	
  is	
  established,	
  that	
  union	
  is	
  established	
  because	
  of	
  God	
  the	
  Father	
  through	
  God	
  the	
  
Son	
  and	
  God	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  It's	
  a	
  great	
  mystery,	
  but	
  it	
  has	
  two	
  elements	
  to	
  it.	
  One	
  element	
  is	
  the	
  work	
  
of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  If	
  you	
  go	
  to	
  Ephesians	
  2:5,	
  you'll	
  see	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  and	
  God	
  the	
  Father.	
  
Remember	
  this-­‐-­‐what	
  the	
  Father	
  ordained,	
  the	
  Son	
  accomplished	
  and	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  applies.	
  What	
  the	
  
Father	
  ordained,	
  the	
  Son	
  accomplished	
  and	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  applies.

In	
  Ephesians	
  2:5,	
  we	
  see	
  this,	
  "even	
  when	
  we	
  were	
  dead	
  in	
  our	
  transgressions,	
  made	
  us	
  alive	
  together	
  
with	
  Christ	
  (by	
  grace	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  saved)."	
  Now	
  that	
  phrase,	
  "together	
  with	
  Christ,"	
  is	
  the	
  concept	
  
we're	
  looking	
  at.	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  union	
  with	
  Christ?	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ?	
  
What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  have	
  this	
  togetherness	
  with	
  Christ?	
  That's	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  talking	
  about	
  when	
  he	
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writes	
  to	
  the	
  church	
  at	
  Ephesus	
  when	
  he's	
  saying	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  established	
  because	
  of	
  something	
  that	
  
God	
  has	
  done.	
  What	
  God	
  has	
  ordained-­‐-­‐you'll	
  see	
  in	
  Ephesians	
  2:5,	
  "even	
  when	
  we	
  were	
  dead	
  in	
  our	
  
transgressions."

Now	
  a	
  dead	
  person	
  can't	
  do	
  anything.	
  Something	
  supernatural	
  has	
  to	
  happen.	
  NoDce	
  you'll	
  see	
  in	
  the	
  
New	
  American	
  Standard	
  it	
  says	
  “God	
  made	
  us	
  alive	
  together	
  with	
  Christ.”	
  There's	
  the	
  concept	
  of	
  this	
  
inclusion	
  or	
  the	
  insDtuDon	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon	
  is	
  really	
  that	
  something	
  God	
  ordained,	
  that	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  
applied,	
  because	
  the	
  Son	
  accomplished	
  it.

The	
  first	
  aspect	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  is	
  something	
  that	
  God	
  does	
  through	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  
Spirit.	
  The	
  second	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  union,	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  this,	
  our	
  faith	
  comes	
  into	
  operaDon.	
  As	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  
this,	
  because	
  we	
  are	
  made	
  alive,	
  we	
  now	
  have	
  a	
  faith.	
  A	
  dead	
  person	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  faith.	
  You	
  have	
  to	
  
be	
  made	
  alive	
  because	
  you're	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  faith.	
  The	
  very	
  first	
  thing	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  understand	
  in	
  
this	
  union	
  reality	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  with	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ	
  is	
  God	
  does	
  something	
  to	
  us,	
  he	
  
made	
  us	
  alive	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  sinfulness	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  now	
  have	
  a	
  faith.

What	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  evidence	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon?

Audience	
  Member:	
  Faith.

It	
  is	
  your	
  faith.	
  It's	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  you	
  believe.	
  Belief	
  does	
  not	
  save	
  anybody.	
  Christ	
  saves	
  you.	
  The	
  first	
  
evidence	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon,	
  that	
  you've	
  been	
  made	
  alive,	
  is	
  that	
  you	
  believe.

Let	
  me	
  just	
  show	
  you	
  a	
  cross-­‐reference.	
  Go	
  to	
  1	
  John	
  5:1.	
  The	
  New	
  American	
  Standard	
  records	
  it	
  this	
  
way,	
  “Whoever	
  believes	
  that	
  Jesus	
  is	
  the	
  Christ	
  is	
  born	
  of	
  God.”	
  Now	
  that's	
  a	
  good	
  translaDon,	
  but	
  we	
  
lose	
  some	
  of	
  it	
  from	
  the	
  original	
  passage	
  in	
  the	
  Greek	
  text.	
  The	
  Greek	
  really	
  ectao	
  tao	
  d’genetai.	
  It	
  
really	
  means	
  this—having	
  been	
  born	
  of	
  God,	
  you	
  believe.	
  In	
  other	
  words	
  it	
  means	
  this—something	
  
happened	
  in	
  your	
  life,	
  in	
  your	
  past	
  life,	
  where	
  you	
  were	
  in	
  your	
  sin,	
  and	
  you've	
  now	
  been	
  made	
  alive	
  by	
  
God	
  through	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit,	
  and	
  the	
  first	
  evidence	
  of	
  that	
  is	
  you	
  believe.

Having	
  been	
  born	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  the	
  past,	
  the	
  evidence	
  of	
  that	
  having	
  been	
  born	
  of	
  God	
  is	
  what?	
  Belief.	
  
Faith	
  is	
  the	
  first	
  evidence	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon;	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  cause	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon.	
  God	
  himself	
  is	
  the	
  
cause	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon,	
  which	
  we	
  just	
  saw	
  in	
  Ephesians	
  2:5,	
  that	
  when	
  we	
  were	
  dead	
  in	
  our	
  trespasses	
  
and	
  sins,	
  god	
  made	
  us	
  alive.	
  That	
  is	
  that	
  supernatural	
  work	
  called	
  regeneraDon.	
  The	
  first	
  evidence	
  of	
  
your	
  being	
  regenerate,	
  or	
  the	
  first	
  evidence	
  of	
  your	
  being	
  in	
  Christ,	
  is	
  your	
  faith.	
  It's	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  you	
  
believe.

When	
  we	
  look	
  at	
  this	
  duality	
  of	
  the	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  we	
  see	
  first	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit's	
  work	
  in	
  
regeneraDng	
  us.	
  The	
  second	
  aspect	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  is	
  our	
  faith.	
  Our	
  faith	
  comes	
  into	
  operaDon	
  
and	
  it	
  strengthens	
  or	
  it	
  sustains	
  this	
  union.	
  It	
  does	
  not	
  create	
  the	
  union.	
  God	
  creates	
  the	
  union;	
  our	
  
faith	
  sustains	
  the	
  union.	
  Our	
  faith	
  then	
  strengthens	
  this	
  union.	
  It's	
  through	
  faith	
  that	
  we	
  become	
  aware	
  
of	
  this	
  union.	
  You	
  see,	
  you	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  aware	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  of	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ	
  if	
  you	
  had	
  
not	
  been	
  made	
  regenerate	
  by	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.

The	
  Spirit	
  establishes	
  it,	
  but	
  faith	
  strengthens	
  it.	
  That's	
  the	
  duality	
  of	
  our	
  in	
  Christ	
  relaDonship,	
  this	
  
union.	
  The	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  establishes	
  it,	
  but	
  faith	
  strengthens	
  it.	
  Faith	
  draws	
  on	
  the	
  fullness	
  of	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  
the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  more	
  and	
  more.	
  There's	
  the	
  combinaDon	
  that	
  yes,	
  there's	
  an	
  acDve	
  faith	
  in	
  it,	
  but	
  the	
  
real	
  ingredient	
  that	
  starts	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  is	
  what	
  God	
  did	
  to	
  us,	
  for	
  us,	
  through	
  the	
  person	
  and	
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work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  God	
  made	
  us	
  alive	
  and	
  now	
  our	
  faith	
  comes	
  in	
  and	
  it's	
  through	
  our	
  faith	
  that	
  we	
  begin	
  
to	
  strengthen	
  and	
  sustain	
  this	
  understanding	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.

Now	
  noDce	
  that	
  this	
  union	
  is	
  not	
  established	
  through	
  the	
  church.	
  This	
  union	
  is	
  not	
  established	
  through	
  
the	
  sacraments.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  established	
  through	
  bapDsmal	
  regeneraDon.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  bapDsm	
  does	
  not	
  
establish	
  this	
  union.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  who	
  establishes	
  this	
  union.

They	
  sDmulate	
  the	
  ordinances;	
  they	
  sDmulate	
  our	
  awareness	
  of	
  this	
  union.	
  That's	
  why	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  
them	
  so	
  seriously.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  Lord's	
  Supper	
  more	
  seriously	
  than	
  we	
  do.	
  It	
  sDmulates	
  our	
  
understanding	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  that	
  God	
  did	
  something	
  to	
  us;	
  he	
  made	
  us	
  alive,	
  and	
  now	
  our	
  
faith	
  strengthens	
  that.	
  The	
  reason	
  that	
  we	
  observe	
  the	
  Lord's	
  Supper	
  is	
  a	
  reminder	
  of	
  the	
  union	
  that	
  we	
  
have	
  with	
  Christ.	
  Taking	
  the	
  Lord's	
  Supper,	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  establish	
  the	
  union;	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  does	
  that.	
  The	
  
sacraments,	
  the	
  ordinances,	
  remind	
  us	
  of	
  it.	
  That's	
  the	
  criDcal	
  ingredient	
  of	
  why	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  them	
  
and	
  take	
  them	
  so	
  seriously.	
  They	
  sDmulate	
  the	
  awareness	
  of	
  this	
  union,	
  but	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  bring	
  them	
  into	
  
being.	
  God	
  is	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  brings	
  it	
  into	
  being.

Let’s	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  the	
  consequences	
  of	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  great	
  
theme	
  of	
  preaching,	
  in	
  my	
  mind,	
  to	
  believers	
  because	
  it’s	
  an	
  endless	
  subject.	
  As	
  you’re	
  seeing	
  right	
  
now,	
  we’re	
  just	
  touching…this	
  is	
  like	
  the	
  Dp	
  of	
  the	
  iceberg.	
  We	
  could	
  preach	
  on	
  this	
  subject	
  for	
  years	
  
and	
  years	
  and	
  years	
  because	
  it	
  is	
  so	
  expansive	
  because	
  it	
  includes	
  everything	
  about	
  our	
  salvaDon.	
  But	
  
there	
  are	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  consequences	
  I	
  just	
  want	
  to	
  quickly	
  go	
  over	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  understand	
  the	
  
consequences	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.

First	
  of	
  all	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  some	
  objecDve	
  consequences,	
  some	
  objecDve	
  ones.	
  What	
  do	
  I	
  mean	
  by	
  
that?	
  They	
  must	
  be	
  understood	
  first	
  because	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  base	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  
Christ	
  on	
  feeling	
  but	
  on	
  fact.	
  There	
  are	
  some	
  objecDve	
  facts	
  that	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand,	
  not	
  feelings.	
  
There’s	
  nothing	
  wrong	
  with	
  feelings.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  feeling	
  that	
  we	
  have.	
  These	
  objecDve	
  consequences	
  
of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  are	
  very,	
  very	
  truth-­‐oriented	
  and	
  they’re	
  factual.	
  They	
  apply	
  to	
  our	
  standing	
  or	
  
our	
  posiDon	
  before	
  God.	
  These	
  are	
  facts.

Go	
  to	
  Romans	
  5.	
  Here	
  we	
  see	
  a	
  descripDon	
  in	
  Romans	
  5:17,	
  we	
  see	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  we	
  call	
  
federal	
  headship;	
  the	
  federal	
  relaDonship	
  of	
  our	
  representaDve.	
  Adam	
  was	
  the	
  representaDve	
  of	
  
mankind,	
  and	
  the	
  second	
  Adam	
  is	
  Christ.	
  He’s	
  the	
  representaDve	
  of	
  God’s	
  regenerated	
  people.	
  NoDce	
  
how	
  we	
  see	
  this	
  beginning	
  at	
  verse	
  17.	
  “For	
  if	
  by	
  the	
  transgression	
  of	
  the	
  one	
  (that	
  would	
  be	
  Adam),	
  
death	
  reigned	
  through	
  the	
  one,	
  much	
  more	
  those	
  who	
  receive	
  the	
  abundance	
  of	
  grace	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  gie	
  
of	
  righteousness	
  will	
  reign	
  in	
  life	
  through	
  the	
  One,	
  Jesus	
  Christ.)	
  He’s	
  basically	
  saying	
  this,	
  that	
  Adam	
  
was	
  the	
  federal	
  representaDve	
  of	
  all	
  humanity.	
  When	
  Adam	
  sinned,	
  who	
  sinned?

Audience	
  Members:	
  We	
  did.

All	
  of	
  us	
  did	
  because	
  he’s	
  our	
  federal	
  headship	
  representaDve.	
  Christ	
  is	
  now	
  our	
  federal	
  headship	
  
representaDve.	
  When	
  Christ	
  was	
  sinlessly	
  perfect	
  and	
  perfectly	
  obedient,	
  what	
  are	
  you?	
  Sinlessly	
  
perfect	
  and	
  perfectly	
  obedient	
  because	
  of	
  jusDficaDon	
  by	
  faith	
  alone.	
  When	
  Adam	
  sinned,	
  we	
  sinned.	
  
When	
  Christ	
  died	
  on	
  the	
  cross	
  and	
  paid	
  for	
  our	
  sin,	
  guess	
  what	
  happened?	
  You	
  died,	
  I	
  died	
  and	
  he	
  paid	
  
for	
  our	
  sins.	
  Christ	
  is	
  our	
  federal	
  head	
  just	
  as	
  Adam	
  is	
  to	
  all	
  mankind.

There	
  are	
  two	
  kinds	
  of	
  people—those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  Adam	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  There’s	
  no	
  in-­‐
between,	
  because	
  you	
  have	
  one	
  federal	
  headship.	
  Adam	
  is	
  your	
  federal	
  head	
  or	
  Christ	
  is	
  your	
  federal	
  
head.	
  Adam’s	
  sin	
  is	
  imputed	
  to	
  us.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  when	
  he	
  sinned,	
  we	
  sinned.	
  The	
  same	
  thing	
  applies	
  

3



to	
  that	
  relaDonship	
  with	
  Christ.	
  Christ	
  is	
  our	
  federal	
  headship.	
  Go	
  to	
  Romans	
  6.	
  We’re	
  joined	
  to	
  Christ	
  
federally.	
  He’s	
  out	
  representaDve.	
  When	
  he	
  was	
  crucified,	
  who	
  else	
  was	
  crucified?

Audience	
  Member:	
  We	
  were.

You	
  and	
  I	
  were	
  because	
  just	
  as	
  when	
  sin	
  entered	
  Adam,	
  all	
  man’s	
  sin,	
  when	
  Christ	
  was	
  crucified,	
  all	
  of	
  
God’s	
  elect	
  were	
  crucified	
  with	
  him.	
  He’s	
  our	
  federal	
  head.	
  That’s	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  When	
  
we	
  say	
  Christ	
  was	
  crucified,	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  say	
  this,	
  posiDonally,	
  objecDvely,	
  I	
  don’t	
  have	
  this	
  feeling	
  per	
  se,	
  
but	
  objecDvely	
  I	
  was	
  crucified	
  because	
  I’m	
  in	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  teaching	
  us.	
  It’s	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  
fact;	
  it’s	
  not	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  feeling.

Go	
  to	
  Romans	
  6.	
  Let	
  me	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  verses.	
  Look	
  at	
  verse	
  4,	
  “Therefore	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  buried	
  
with	
  Him	
  through	
  bapDsm	
  into	
  death,	
  so	
  that	
  as	
  Christ	
  was	
  raised	
  from	
  the	
  dead	
  through	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  
the	
  Father,	
  so	
  we	
  too	
  might	
  walk	
  in	
  newness	
  of	
  life.”	
  When	
  he	
  died,	
  who	
  died?

Audience	
  Member:	
  We	
  did.

You	
  and	
  I	
  did.	
  When	
  he	
  was	
  raised,	
  who	
  was	
  raised?

Audience	
  Members:	
  We	
  were.

You	
  and	
  I	
  were.	
  Those	
  are	
  facts.	
  NoDce	
  past	
  tense	
  verbs.	
  The	
  verb	
  tense	
  says	
  “was	
  raised.”	
  That’s	
  not	
  
something	
  that	
  you	
  feel,	
  per	
  se,	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  objecDve	
  consequence	
  of	
  being	
  in	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  When	
  he	
  
died,	
  we	
  died.	
  When	
  he	
  was	
  crucified,	
  we	
  were	
  crucified.	
  When	
  he	
  was	
  buried,	
  we	
  were	
  buried.	
  When	
  
he	
  was	
  raised,	
  we	
  were	
  raised.	
  That’s	
  posiDonally	
  what	
  Paul	
  is	
  telling	
  us.	
  It’s	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  fact,	
  not	
  
feeling.

How	
  about	
  Romans	
  6:5,	
  “For	
  if	
  we	
  have	
  become	
  united	
  with	
  Him,”	
  there’s	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ,	
  “in	
  the 	
  
likeness	
  of	
  His	
  death,	
  certainly	
  we	
  shall	
  also	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  likeness	
  of	
  His	
  resurrecDon.”	
  When	
  Christ	
  was	
  
resurrected,	
  who	
  was	
  resurrected?

Audience	
  Members:	
  We	
  were.

PosiDonally,	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  were.	
  These	
  are	
  not	
  feelings,	
  guys.	
  These	
  are	
  facts	
  that	
  the	
  Scripture	
  teaches	
  us	
  
about	
  our	
  posiDon	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  in	
  Christ.

How	
  about	
  Romans	
  6:8,	
  “Now	
  if	
  we	
  have	
  died	
  with	
  Christ,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  we	
  shall	
  also	
  live	
  with	
  Him.”	
  
That’s	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  descripDon	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  When	
  he	
  died	
  to	
  sin,	
  you	
  died	
  to	
  sin.	
  You	
  don’t	
  
have	
  to	
  live	
  like	
  you	
  used	
  to	
  anymore.	
  That’s	
  because	
  there’s	
  got	
  to	
  be	
  evidence	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon.	
  You	
  
see,	
  that’s	
  where	
  our	
  faith	
  kicks	
  in	
  and	
  we	
  understand	
  that	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  has	
  done	
  something	
  to	
  me.	
  
He’s	
  made	
  me	
  alive,	
  given	
  me	
  regeneraDon	
  through	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  Now	
  all	
  of	
  a	
  sudden,	
  I	
  
believe	
  that.	
  That	
  sustains	
  me.	
  I	
  strengthen	
  that	
  because	
  of	
  my	
  faith.	
  Therefore,	
  you	
  understand	
  
posiDonally	
  that	
  you’ve	
  changed	
  differently.

Romans	
  6:11,	
  “Even	
  so	
  consider	
  yourselves	
  to	
  be	
  dead	
  to	
  sin,	
  but	
  alive	
  to	
  God	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus.”	
  You	
  see,	
  
we	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  look…that	
  doesn’t	
  mean,	
  guys,	
  that	
  we	
  live	
  a	
  sinlessly	
  perfect	
  life.	
  We’re	
  not	
  talking	
  
about	
  that.	
  We’re	
  talking	
  about	
  posiDonally	
  how	
  does	
  God	
  view	
  you.	
  He	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  dead	
  to	
  sin.
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I	
  was	
  talking	
  with	
  a	
  pastor	
  friend	
  of	
  mine	
  about	
  this.	
  He	
  gave	
  me	
  an	
  illustraDon.	
  Any	
  Dme	
  you	
  come	
  up	
  
with	
  an	
  illustraDon	
  other	
  than	
  the	
  Scripture,	
  there’s	
  always	
  some	
  degree	
  of	
  concern	
  about	
  it.	
  I’m	
  going	
  
to	
  give	
  you	
  an	
  illustraDon,	
  but	
  give	
  me	
  some	
  license	
  because…try	
  to	
  figure	
  out	
  how	
  to	
  teach	
  us	
  to	
  the	
  
point	
  of	
  understanding.	
  I	
  was	
  asking,	
  “How	
  do	
  you	
  teach	
  this?”	
  He	
  gave	
  me	
  this	
  illustraDon.	
  Just	
  let	
  me	
  
use	
  Dick	
  Johnson	
  as	
  an	
  example.

Let’s	
  just	
  say	
  there’s	
  a	
  conversaDon	
  between	
  God	
  and	
  Satan.	
  They’re	
  talking	
  about	
  Dick	
  Johnson.	
  It	
  
could	
  be	
  any	
  one	
  of	
  us.	
  Satan	
  says,	
  “Hey,	
  God,	
  look	
  at	
  Dick	
  Johnson.	
  Look	
  what	
  he’s	
  doing.	
  Look	
  how	
  
sinful	
  he	
  is.”	
  God	
  says	
  to	
  Satan,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  that	
  in	
  Dick.”	
  He	
  says,	
  “Now	
  wait	
  a	
  minute!	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  
mean?	
  He’s	
  been	
  doing	
  this	
  for	
  years.	
  This	
  is	
  just	
  something	
  that’s	
  been	
  going	
  on	
  and	
  on.	
  You’re	
  telling	
  
me	
  that	
  you	
  don’t	
  see	
  that	
  sin?”	
  God	
  says,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  that	
  in	
  my	
  son.”	
  “What	
  do	
  you	
  mean	
  you	
  don’t	
  
see	
  it?	
  How	
  oblivious	
  can	
  you	
  be	
  to	
  his	
  sinfulness?	
  Look	
  at	
  roTen	
  he	
  is.	
  Look	
  at	
  the	
  thoughts	
  he	
  just	
  
had.	
  How	
  can	
  you	
  say	
  that	
  you	
  don’t	
  see	
  that?	
  Look	
  at	
  his	
  life!	
  He’s	
  got	
  a	
  life	
  of	
  just	
  heinous	
  sinfulness.”	
  
God	
  the	
  Father	
  says,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  that.”	
  Satan	
  says,	
  “What	
  do	
  you	
  mean	
  you	
  don’t	
  see	
  it	
  in	
  Dick	
  
Johnson?	
  Look	
  at	
  how	
  sinful	
  he	
  is.	
  Explain	
  to	
  me	
  why	
  you	
  don’t	
  see	
  it.”	
  God	
  just	
  quietly	
  says,	
  “Because	
  
Jesus	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  way.”

You	
  see,	
  that’s	
  posiDonally	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  God	
  looks	
  at	
  us	
  radically	
  different	
  posiDonally	
  
because	
  Christ	
  is	
  our	
  federal	
  head.	
  When	
  he	
  died,	
  Dick	
  Johnson	
  died	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  his	
  sin.	
  I	
  did,	
  too.	
  God	
  
looks	
  at	
  us	
  posiDonally	
  radically	
  different.	
  That’s	
  objecDve	
  consequences	
  of	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  
feeling;	
  it’s	
  a	
  fact.

When	
  God	
  takes	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  us,	
  he	
  says,	
  “Christ	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  way.”	
  That’s	
  being	
  jusDfied	
  by	
  faith	
  alone.	
  God	
  
gives	
  us	
  the	
  credit	
  for	
  the	
  sinless	
  perfecDon	
  and	
  perfect	
  obedience	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  
That’s	
  what	
  we	
  call	
  imputed	
  righteousness.	
  Just	
  as	
  the	
  sin	
  of	
  Adam	
  was	
  imputed	
  to	
  us	
  when	
  Adam	
  
sinned,	
  who	
  sinned?	
  We	
  did.	
  That’s	
  original	
  sin.	
  We	
  got	
  credit	
  for,	
  if	
  you	
  would,	
  the	
  imputaDon	
  of	
  his	
  
sin	
  was	
  credited	
  to	
  our	
  account.	
  The	
  same	
  thing	
  happens	
  when	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ,	
  you	
  are	
  imputed	
  with	
  
the	
  sinless	
  perfecDon	
  and	
  perfect	
  obedience	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  You	
  get	
  credit	
  for	
  his	
  
sinless	
  perfecDon	
  and	
  perfect	
  obedience.	
  That	
  does	
  not	
  mean,	
  brothers,	
  understand	
  this,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  
mean	
  that	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  sloppy	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  of	
  our	
  obedience.	
  If	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  make	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  
obedient,	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  what	
  will.	
  If	
  the	
  grace	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  does	
  not	
  cause	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  obedient,	
  then	
  
you	
  don’t	
  have	
  grace	
  at	
  all.	
  Grace	
  moDvates	
  you	
  to	
  obedience	
  because	
  you	
  understand	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  
Christ.	
  You	
  understand	
  that	
  fact	
  that	
  I	
  get	
  credit	
  for	
  the	
  sinless	
  perfecDon	
  and	
  perfect	
  obedience,	
  and	
  
when	
  Satan	
  looks	
  me	
  and	
  points	
  his	
  finger	
  at	
  me,	
  there’s	
  now	
  no	
  condemnaDon	
  for	
  those	
  of	
  you	
  who	
  
are?

Audience	
  Members:	
  In	
  Christ.

In	
  Christ.	
  God	
  says,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  the	
  sin	
  of	
  Dick	
  Johnson	
  because	
  Christ	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  way.”	
  That’s	
  jusDficaDon.	
  
That’s	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  have	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  an	
  objecDve	
  reality,	
  folks.	
  That’s	
  not	
  based	
  
upon	
  feeling;	
  that’s	
  a	
  fact	
  of	
  how	
  God	
  states	
  facts	
  about	
  he	
  views	
  you	
  and	
  me	
  right	
  now.	
  That	
  ought	
  to	
  
be	
  our	
  moDvaDon	
  for	
  obedience.	
  You	
  see,	
  obedience	
  is	
  a	
  love	
  response.	
  It’s	
  a	
  love	
  response	
  to	
  realizing	
  
what	
  God	
  has	
  done	
  for	
  me,	
  how	
  he	
  views	
  me	
  in	
  Christ	
  now	
  because	
  of	
  this	
  union.	
  My	
  moDvaDon	
  to	
  be	
  
obedient	
  is	
  a	
  love	
  response	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  God	
  has	
  done	
  for	
  me.	
  That’s	
  where	
  our	
  faith	
  kicks	
  in.	
  It’s	
  
because	
  of	
  this	
  federal	
  relaDonship	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  with	
  Christ.	
  God	
  views	
  us	
  radically	
  different,	
  
posiDonally.	
  Those	
  are	
  all	
  objecDve	
  facts.

We	
  are	
  complete	
  in	
  him.	
  That	
  is	
  a	
  forensic	
  statement.	
  What	
  do	
  I	
  mean	
  by	
  forensic?	
  It’s	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  
law.	
  It’s	
  a	
  statement	
  of	
  fact	
  that	
  if	
  you	
  were	
  in	
  the	
  court,	
  they	
  would	
  bring	
  up	
  evidence.	
  It’s	
  a	
  forensic	
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statement.	
  God	
  makes	
  this	
  forensic	
  statement	
  and	
  says	
  you	
  are	
  jusDfied	
  by	
  faith	
  alone	
  in	
  Christ	
  alone.	
  
Our	
  salvaDon	
  is	
  by	
  grace	
  alone,	
  through	
  faith	
  alone,	
  in	
  Christ	
  alone,	
  revealed	
  in	
  the	
  Scripture	
  alone,	
  for	
  
the	
  glory	
  of	
  God	
  alone.	
  It’s	
  all	
  of	
  grace.	
  That’s	
  objecDve	
  realiDes	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  We	
  are	
  
complete	
  in	
  him.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  truth	
  about	
  ourselves.	
  Whatever	
  the	
  Scripture	
  is	
  saying	
  about	
  Jesus,	
  he’s	
  
saying	
  about	
  who?

Audience	
  Members:	
  Us.

About	
  us.	
  Do	
  you	
  understand	
  that?	
  That’s	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  Christ.	
  This	
  should	
  not	
  give	
  us	
  pride.	
  
Humility	
  is	
  seeing	
  that	
  which	
  is	
  perfect	
  and	
  realizing	
  I	
  can’t	
  achieve	
  it.	
  That’s	
  humility.	
  Seeing	
  that	
  which	
  
is	
  perfect	
  and	
  realizing	
  I	
  can’t	
  achieve	
  that,	
  and	
  so	
  we	
  walk	
  by	
  faith.	
  You	
  see,	
  we	
  should	
  not	
  have	
  
enough	
  ego,	
  so	
  much	
  ego	
  and	
  so	
  much	
  self-­‐centeredness	
  and	
  so	
  much	
  pride,	
  that	
  we	
  can’t	
  ask	
  for	
  
forgiveness	
  when	
  we	
  need	
  to.	
  That’s	
  humility.

But	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  Dme,	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  enough	
  humility	
  to	
  give	
  forgiveness	
  when	
  we	
  ought	
  to.	
  You	
  see,	
  
that’s	
  the	
  humility	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  because	
  we	
  understand	
  this	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ	
  in	
  our	
  union.	
  
We	
  are	
  complete	
  in	
  him.	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  truth	
  about	
  ourselves.	
  Whatever	
  the	
  Scripture	
  is	
  saying	
  about	
  Jesus,	
  
he	
  is	
  saying	
  that	
  about	
  you,	
  and	
  he’s	
  saying	
  that	
  about	
  me,	
  if	
  we’re	
  in	
  Christ.

Is	
  this	
  difficult	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  understand?	
  Absolutely	
  is	
  it.	
  But	
  if	
  you	
  really	
  want	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  joys	
  of	
  
your	
  salvaDon…that’s	
  what	
  we’re	
  spending	
  so	
  much	
  Dme	
  on	
  this	
  concept	
  of	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.

Tom:	
  Bruce,	
  when	
  Dick	
  or	
  any	
  of	
  us	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  have	
  a	
  sinful	
  thought,	
  it	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  that	
  Satan’s	
  
trying	
  to	
  war	
  for	
  us,	
  it	
  means	
  we’re	
  sLll	
  working	
  [UNCLEAR]…

We	
  work	
  out	
  our	
  salvaDon	
  with	
  fear	
  and	
  trembling.	
  Yes,	
  we’re	
  sDll	
  working	
  at	
  it.	
  Remember,	
  you	
  
wouldn’t	
  even	
  have	
  that	
  thought,	
  the	
  awareness	
  of	
  it,	
  if	
  you	
  weren’t	
  in	
  Christ.	
  If	
  you	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  this	
  
union,	
  you	
  wouldn’t	
  give	
  a	
  rip	
  about	
  it.	
  But	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  you	
  do	
  is	
  an	
  indicaDon.	
  We’re	
  sDll	
  in	
  progress.	
  
RevelaDon	
  doesn’t	
  come;	
  it’s	
  progressive.	
  It	
  doesn’t	
  come	
  all	
  at	
  once.	
  That’s	
  why	
  we’re	
  learning	
  things	
  
as	
  we	
  go	
  about	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  Yes,	
  we’re	
  in	
  the	
  process.

Let	
  me	
  take	
  you	
  to	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:30.	
  If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  know	
  what	
  God	
  says	
  about	
  you,	
  here’s	
  a	
  
wonderful	
  summary	
  statement.	
  The	
  liTle	
  card	
  we	
  gave	
  you,	
  brothers,	
  that	
  Tom	
  made	
  for	
  us?	
  Think-­‐act-­‐
feel,	
  feel-­‐act	
  think—that	
  liTle	
  card?	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  that,	
  we’ll	
  bring	
  some	
  more	
  of	
  those.	
  It’s	
  so	
  
criDcal	
  that	
  we	
  think	
  correctly.	
  If	
  we	
  don’t	
  think	
  correctly,	
  we	
  don’t	
  act	
  correctly.	
  Once	
  you	
  act	
  correctly,	
  
you’re	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  feel	
  correctly.	
  Here’s	
  a	
  summary	
  statement	
  about	
  what	
  God	
  says	
  about	
  you	
  and	
  
about	
  me	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:30,	
  “But	
  by	
  His	
  doing…”	
  Who’s	
  doing?

Audience	
  Members:	
  Christ.

What	
  the	
  Father	
  ordained,	
  the	
  Son	
  accomplished	
  and	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  applied.	
  “By	
  his	
  doing	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  
Christ	
  Jesus”—that’s	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ;	
  that’s	
  what	
  we’re	
  talking	
  about—“who	
  became	
  to	
  us	
  
wisdom	
  from	
  God,	
  and	
  righteousness	
  and	
  sancDficaDon,	
  and	
  redempDon.”	
  That’s	
  how	
  God	
  views	
  you.	
  
He	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  being	
  wise	
  because	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  He	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  being	
  righteous	
  because	
  you	
  are	
  
in	
  Christ.	
  He	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  being	
  sancDfied	
  because	
  you’re	
  in	
  Christ.	
  The	
  word	
  sancDfied	
  means	
  to	
  set	
  
apart	
  to	
  be	
  holy.	
  Who	
  accomplishes	
  your	
  salvaDon?	
  He	
  does.	
  He	
  accomplishes	
  that	
  because	
  you’re	
  in	
  
Christ.
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SancDficaDon	
  is	
  the	
  consequence	
  of	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  It’s	
  something	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  work	
  on,	
  certainly,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  
something	
  that	
  he	
  accomplishes	
  for	
  us.	
  You	
  and	
  I	
  don’t	
  do	
  that.	
  That’s	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  a	
  consequence	
  of	
  
being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  It’s	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  union.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  the	
  wisdom	
  from	
  God.	
  You	
  think	
  differently.	
  You’ve	
  
been	
  equipped	
  to	
  radically	
  think	
  differently	
  than	
  the	
  system	
  of	
  this	
  world.	
  God	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  righteous.	
  
The	
  word	
  righteous	
  means	
  right	
  wiseness.	
  You	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  make	
  right	
  decisions	
  now	
  that	
  you	
  
didn’t	
  have	
  before.	
  You’re	
  sancDfied.	
  You’ve	
  been	
  set	
  apart	
  to	
  be	
  holy.	
  And	
  redempDon—you’ve	
  been	
  
rescued	
  through	
  the	
  payment	
  of	
  a	
  price.	
  Been	
  rescued,	
  brothers,	
  from	
  the	
  payment	
  of	
  a	
  price.

That’s	
  a	
  summary	
  statement	
  that	
  God	
  gives	
  us	
  about	
  how	
  he	
  views	
  you	
  objecDvely.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  about	
  
our	
  feelings.	
  This	
  is	
  about	
  facts	
  and	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  how	
  he	
  views	
  you.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  ourselves	
  
that	
  way,	
  not	
  with	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  pride.	
  This	
  is	
  what	
  moDvates	
  us	
  to	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  obedient	
  because	
  we	
  
understand	
  we	
  are	
  now	
  in	
  a	
  love	
  response	
  seeing	
  the	
  magnificence	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  in	
  Christ,	
  what	
  it	
  does	
  
for	
  me,	
  how	
  God	
  views	
  me	
  and	
  it	
  radically	
  changes	
  my	
  desire,	
  my	
  ability	
  to	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  obedient.	
  If	
  the	
  
grace	
  that	
  God	
  gives	
  you	
  doesn’t	
  cause	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  obedient,	
  then	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  grace	
  at	
  all.	
  You’ve	
  got	
  
something	
  other	
  than	
  that,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  not…grace	
  is	
  what	
  moDvates	
  you	
  toward	
  obedience.

The	
  way	
  that	
  we	
  express	
  our	
  love	
  to	
  God	
  is	
  through	
  our	
  obedience.	
  Obedience	
  is	
  a	
  love	
  response.	
  It’s	
  a	
  
love	
  response.	
  It’s	
  not	
  something	
  I	
  do	
  to	
  earn	
  anything.	
  You’ve	
  been	
  given	
  all	
  the	
  merits	
  in	
  the	
  person	
  
and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ.	
  Remember	
  humility	
  is	
  seeing	
  that	
  which	
  is	
  perfect	
  and	
  realizing	
  I	
  can’t	
  achieve	
  it.	
  
That’s	
  our	
  humility.	
  One	
  of	
  our	
  greatest	
  assets	
  of	
  our	
  being	
  in	
  Christ	
  in	
  this	
  union	
  is	
  our	
  sense	
  of	
  
humility,	
  because	
  I	
  see	
  that	
  which	
  is	
  perfect	
  and	
  realize	
  that’s	
  not	
  me.	
  But	
  yet,	
  I	
  realize	
  this	
  objecDvely.	
  
God	
  says,	
  “I	
  don’t	
  see	
  him	
  because	
  Christ	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  way.”	
  He	
  sees	
  us	
  in	
  Christ.	
  He	
  sees	
  us	
  through	
  Christ.	
  
Do	
  you	
  understand	
  that?	
  You	
  see,	
  this	
  has	
  already	
  happened	
  to	
  us.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  something	
  that	
  “is”	
  
happening.	
  This	
  has	
  already	
  happened.

NoDce	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:30	
  again,	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ,	
  “who	
  became,”	
  past	
  tense…for	
  us.	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  event	
  
that’s	
  already	
  occurred.	
  Past	
  tense	
  reality.	
  That’s	
  who	
  you	
  are	
  today	
  and	
  that’s	
  how	
  God	
  views	
  you.	
  
Brothers,	
  if	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  change	
  the	
  way	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  live	
  our	
  faith	
  life,	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  what	
  will.	
  It’s	
  
understanding	
  the	
  magnificent	
  mercy	
  of	
  God.	
  That’s	
  why	
  we	
  say	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  M8’s	
  here	
  at	
  the	
  Brave	
  
Men	
  on	
  Friday	
  morning.	
  An	
  M8—a	
  mission	
  minded-­‐member	
  of	
  a	
  movement	
  moDvated	
  by	
  mercy	
  for	
  
ministry	
  in	
  the	
  marketplace.

Audience	
  Member:	
  Never	
  going	
  to	
  remember	
  that.	
  {LAUGHTER}

We	
  ought	
  to	
  get	
  taToos,	
  don’t	
  you	
  think	
  [UNCLEAR]?	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  An	
  M8	
  moDvated	
  by	
  what?

Audience	
  Member:	
  Mercy.

Mercy.	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  5	
  tells	
  us,	
  “Therefore	
  since	
  through	
  God’s	
  mercy	
  we	
  have	
  this	
  ministry.”	
  Why	
  is	
  
that	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  any	
  ministry	
  at	
  all	
  to	
  the	
  world?	
  It’s	
  because	
  of	
  God’s	
  mercy.	
  Do	
  you	
  think	
  God	
  
really	
  needs	
  us,	
  per	
  se,	
  to	
  do	
  something?	
  Absolutely	
  not.	
  He	
  permits	
  us,	
  he’s	
  ordained	
  us,	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  
means	
  by	
  which	
  he	
  gives	
  his	
  life	
  away.	
  We	
  have	
  this	
  treasure	
  in	
  earthen	
  vessels	
  to	
  show	
  that	
  the	
  all-­‐
surpassing	
  power	
  comes	
  from	
  God	
  and	
  not	
  from	
  us.	
  He	
  just	
  wants	
  to	
  us	
  give	
  his	
  life	
  away,	
  but	
  he’s	
  got	
  
to	
  get	
  us	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  thinking	
  correctly	
  about	
  how	
  we	
  view	
  ourselves.

I’m	
  not	
  talking	
  about	
  self-­‐esteem.	
  Please	
  understand	
  that’s	
  not	
  what	
  I’m	
  saying.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  about	
  self-­‐
esteem.	
  The	
  problem	
  with	
  self-­‐esteem	
  is	
  you’re	
  thinking	
  too	
  much	
  about	
  yourself	
  and	
  not	
  enough	
  
about	
  who	
  God	
  says	
  you	
  are.	
  Your	
  esteem,	
  your	
  worth	
  and	
  your	
  value	
  is	
  based	
  upon	
  who	
  God	
  says	
  you	
  

7



are	
  objecDvely.	
  Not	
  yourself	
  feelings,	
  but	
  objecDvely.	
  That’s	
  a	
  consequence	
  of	
  our	
  being	
  in	
  union	
  with	
  
Christ.	
  

There	
  are	
  some	
  spiritual	
  consequences.	
  Well,	
  let	
  me	
  say	
  one	
  other	
  thing	
  about	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:30.	
  All	
  
our	
  sins	
  were	
  imputed	
  to	
  Christ,	
  and	
  all	
  that	
  is	
  in	
  him	
  is	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  account,	
  imputed	
  to	
  me	
  because	
  of	
  
this	
  union.	
  That’s	
  what	
  you	
  see	
  in	
  1	
  Corinthians	
  1:30.	
  We’re	
  adopted	
  because	
  of	
  this	
  union,	
  we’re	
  joint	
  
heirs	
  because	
  of	
  this	
  union,	
  and	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  are	
  objecDve	
  results	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  When	
  you	
  
think	
  about	
  this,	
  it’s	
  going	
  to	
  generate	
  some	
  feelings,	
  hopefully.	
  But	
  these	
  are	
  not	
  feelings	
  that	
  generate 	
  
anything.	
  These	
  are	
  facts	
  of	
  who	
  God	
  says	
  you	
  are	
  posiDonally	
  because	
  of	
  his	
  federal	
  headship.

What	
  are	
  some	
  spiritual	
  consequences	
  of	
  this?	
  First	
  of	
  all,	
  our	
  fellowship	
  with	
  him.	
  Let’s	
  look	
  at	
  John	
  1,	
  
the	
  wonderful	
  ingredient	
  of	
  our	
  ChrisDan	
  life	
  called	
  fellowship.	
  John	
  1:16,	
  “For	
  of	
  His	
  fullness	
  we	
  have	
  
all	
  received,	
  and	
  grace	
  upon	
  grace.”	
  That’s	
  the	
  fellowship	
  that	
  we	
  have.	
  You	
  see,	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  this	
  
union,	
  there	
  are	
  some	
  objecDve	
  consequences	
  of	
  how	
  God	
  views	
  us	
  posiDonally,	
  statements	
  about	
  us.	
  
Now	
  there	
  are	
  certain	
  things	
  that	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  express	
  that	
  are	
  spiritual	
  consequences,	
  and	
  that’s	
  our	
  
fellowship	
  with	
  him.

Read	
  John	
  17,	
  Jesus’	
  wonderful	
  high	
  priestly	
  prayer.	
  You’ll	
  see	
  the	
  whole	
  descripDon	
  there	
  of	
  fellowship	
  
with	
  God	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  our	
  union.	
  Another	
  consequence	
  would	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  3:18.	
  We	
  are	
  changed	
  
from	
  glory	
  into	
  glory.	
  Because	
  we	
  are	
  joined	
  to	
  him,	
  we	
  are	
  like	
  him.	
  That	
  is	
  what	
  is	
  happening	
  to	
  us.	
  
Tom,	
  here’s	
  what’s	
  happening	
  to	
  us.	
  We’re	
  being	
  changed	
  from	
  glory	
  into	
  glory.

Look	
  at	
  2	
  Corinthians	
  3:15-­‐17,	
  “15But	
  to	
  this	
  day	
  whenever	
  Moses	
  is	
  read,	
  a	
  veil	
  lies	
  over	
  their	
  heart.”	
  In	
  
other	
  words,	
  when	
  the	
  Scriptures	
  are	
  read,	
  they	
  don’t	
  see	
  it.	
  They	
  don’t	
  see	
  it.	
  “16but	
  whenever	
  a	
  
person	
  turns	
  to	
  the	
  Lord,”	
  there’s	
  your	
  contrast.	
  Whenever	
  a	
  person	
  turns	
  to	
  the	
  Lord,	
  the	
  veil	
  is	
  taken	
  
away,	
  and	
  guess	
  what	
  happens?	
  You	
  begin	
  to	
  see	
  things	
  that	
  you	
  didn’t	
  see	
  before.	
  “17Now	
  the	
  Lord	
  is	
  
the	
  Spirit,	
  and	
  where	
  the	
  Spirit	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  is,	
  there	
  is	
  liberty.”	
  That’s	
  when	
  you’re	
  set	
  free	
  from	
  yourself	
  
and	
  your	
  blindness,	
  is	
  when	
  you	
  turn	
  to	
  the	
  Lord.	
  But	
  noDce,	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  that	
  liberty	
  is	
  this,	
  “18But	
  
we	
  all,	
  with	
  unveiled	
  face,	
  beholding	
  as	
  in	
  a	
  mirror	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  the	
  Lord,	
  are	
  being	
  transformed	
  into	
  the	
  
same	
  image	
  from	
  glory	
  to	
  glory,	
  just	
  as	
  from	
  the	
  Lord,	
  the	
  Spirit.”

That’s	
  what’s	
  happening	
  to	
  us	
  now	
  spiritually.	
  You	
  and	
  I	
  are	
  being	
  transformed	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  
to	
  the	
  next	
  because	
  of	
  this	
  is	
  union	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  in	
  Christ.	
  We’ll	
  talk	
  about	
  this	
  later	
  as	
  we	
  get	
  into	
  we	
  
are	
  to	
  be	
  like	
  him.	
  We’ll	
  talk	
  about	
  that	
  and	
  that	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  couple	
  of	
  weeks,	
  what	
  that	
  means,	
  that	
  we	
  
are	
  to	
  be	
  like	
  him.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  spiritual	
  consequences	
  that	
  in	
  our	
  life	
  
because	
  he	
  is	
  our	
  sancDficaDon.	
  You	
  and	
  I	
  are	
  being	
  transformed	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  
because	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  in	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  veil	
  of	
  blindness,	
  deceit,	
  destrucDon	
  being	
  
removed	
  from	
  us	
  and	
  we	
  see	
  and	
  we’ve	
  been	
  set	
  free,	
  and	
  that’s	
  what’s	
  going	
  on	
  to	
  us	
  right	
  now,	
  being	
  
transformed	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  next.	
  That	
  does	
  not	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  pride,	
  brothers.	
  That	
  
ought	
  to	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  tremendous	
  sense	
  of	
  humility.	
  This	
  is	
  what’s	
  going	
  on	
  in	
  me	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  God’s	
  
grace.	
  Do	
  you	
  see	
  that?	
  

When	
  we	
  talk	
  about	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  other,	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  his	
  likeness,	
  that’s	
  likeness	
  to	
  his	
  human	
  
nature,	
  not	
  his	
  divine	
  nature.	
  We	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  difference.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  it’s	
  how	
  he	
  lived	
  
among	
  us.	
  When	
  we	
  are	
  being	
  transformed	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  next,	
  it’s	
  not	
  talking	
  about	
  
his	
  divine	
  or	
  his	
  divinity;	
  it’s	
  talking	
  about	
  his	
  human	
  nature	
  about	
  how	
  he	
  lived	
  his	
  life	
  among	
  other	
  
people.	
  That’s	
  what	
  we’re	
  being	
  transformed	
  to	
  do,	
  to	
  live	
  our	
  life	
  among	
  other	
  people	
  like	
  he	
  did.	
  
Please	
  don’t	
  get	
  that	
  confused	
  with	
  we’re	
  taking	
  on	
  his	
  divine	
  nature.	
  That	
  is	
  not	
  what	
  the	
  Scripture	
  is	
  
saying.
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The	
  more	
  we	
  know	
  of	
  this	
  fellowship	
  with	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ,	
  the	
  more	
  we	
  will	
  know	
  of	
  the	
  
sufferings	
  of	
  the	
  Lord.	
  Now	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  this—the	
  more	
  you	
  know	
  of	
  the	
  fellowship	
  of	
  the	
  
Lord,	
  the	
  more	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  his	
  sufferings.	
  We	
  suffer	
  in	
  Spirit	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  sinfulness 	
  
of	
  mankind.	
  It’s	
  an	
  agony	
  of	
  the	
  soul	
  because	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  You	
  see,	
  the	
  more	
  you	
  
understand	
  the	
  fellowship	
  of	
  the	
  union	
  with	
  Christ,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  understand	
  is	
  the	
  
sufferings	
  of	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  part	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  spiritual	
  consequences	
  is	
  the	
  sufferings	
  of	
  Christ.	
  The	
  
deeper	
  you	
  grow	
  in	
  your	
  grace	
  of	
  the	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  more	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  
understand	
  his	
  sufferings.	
  The	
  more	
  you’re	
  going	
  to	
  be	
  deeply	
  hurt	
  in	
  your	
  soul	
  and	
  your	
  Spirit	
  because	
  
you	
  see	
  the	
  heinousness	
  of	
  sin	
  in	
  this	
  world.

You	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  see	
  it’s	
  going	
  down	
  the	
  tube.	
  That	
  ought	
  just	
  grieve	
  our	
  souls	
  because	
  
that’s	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  suffering	
  of	
  Christ.	
  There’s	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  agony	
  as	
  we	
  see	
  that	
  we	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  country	
  that	
  
has	
  no	
  moral	
  compass	
  anymore.	
  We	
  just	
  don’t	
  have	
  a	
  moral	
  compass.	
  That	
  ought	
  to	
  grieve	
  us	
  because	
  
that’s	
  part	
  of	
  Christ’s	
  suffering.	
  We	
  suffer	
  in	
  agony	
  of	
  our	
  soul	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.

The	
  union	
  of	
  Christ,	
  in	
  summary,	
  basically	
  says	
  this.	
  This	
  is	
  true	
  of	
  me.	
  That’s	
  what	
  it’s	
  saying.	
  Whenever	
  
you	
  read	
  anything	
  about	
  the	
  person	
  and	
  work	
  of	
  Christ,	
  the	
  union	
  with	
  Christ,	
  in	
  summary,	
  says	
  this.	
  
This	
  is	
  true	
  of	
  me.	
  It’s	
  true	
  of	
  me.	
  All	
  the	
  things	
  that	
  the	
  Scripture	
  says	
  about	
  Christ	
  are	
  true	
  of	
  me.	
  
That’s	
  what	
  is	
  our	
  moDvaDon	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  M8;	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  mission	
  minded-­‐member	
  of	
  a	
  movement,	
  the	
  
kingdom	
  of	
  God,	
  moDvated	
  by	
  mercy	
  for	
  ministry	
  in	
  the	
  marketplace.	
  We	
  r	
  being	
  transformed	
  from	
  one 	
  
stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  next,	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  like	
  he	
  lived	
  in	
  his	
  humanity	
  among	
  other	
  people.	
  That’s	
  what’s	
  
happening	
  to	
  us	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  our	
  union.	
  There	
  are	
  some	
  objecDve	
  realiDes	
  that	
  are	
  facts,	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  
some	
  spiritual	
  realiDes	
  that	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  what	
  we’re	
  going	
  through	
  right	
  now,	
  conDnuing	
  in	
  this	
  
transfer	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  the	
  next.

That’s	
  all	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  introducDon.	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  Go	
  to	
  handout	
  number	
  five.

Ted:	
  Bruce,	
  I	
  would	
  just	
  like	
  to,	
  this	
  glory	
  to	
  glory,	
  because	
  I	
  think	
  a	
  very	
  concept.	
  I	
  didn’t	
  understand	
  it	
  
very	
  well.	
  I	
  may	
  be	
  wrong	
  on	
  this,	
  but	
  the	
  Hebrews	
  word	
  for	
  glory	
  comes	
  from	
  the	
  root	
  word	
  for	
  weight.

Weight.	
  Correct.

Ted:	
  Not	
  as	
  in	
  wait	
  upon	
  the	
  Lord.

It’s	
  a	
  heaviness.

Ted:	
  A	
  heavy	
  weight.	
  Before	
  we	
  are	
  put	
  in	
  Christ,	
  we	
  have	
  no	
  weight.	
  We’re	
  as	
  dust.	
  We’re	
  as	
  nothing.

Correct.

Ted:	
  Everything	
  we	
  live	
  for,	
  thought	
  about,	
  believed	
  in	
  was	
  ephemeral;	
  it	
  was	
  passed	
  away.	
  But	
  as	
  we	
  
are	
  in	
  Christ,	
  Christ	
  gives	
  us,	
  makes	
  us	
  weighLer	
  and	
  weighLer.	
  We	
  have	
  greater	
  and	
  greater	
  weight.	
  
That’s	
  the	
  experience	
  of	
  the	
  ChrisLan—more	
  and	
  more	
  of	
  who	
  we	
  are	
  has	
  greater	
  and	
  greater	
  
consequences.

Amen.

Ted:	
  I	
  mean	
  significance	
  in	
  consequences.
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That’s	
  a	
  good	
  point,	
  Ted.	
  The	
  concept	
  of	
  weight	
  here	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  weight	
  and	
  balances.	
  When	
  you	
  
weight	
  something,	
  you	
  find	
  out	
  its	
  value.	
  They	
  would	
  put	
  it	
  on	
  a	
  scale.	
  If	
  it	
  had	
  more	
  weight,	
  it	
  was	
  
more	
  valuable.	
  That’s	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  glory	
  to	
  glory.	
  We	
  become	
  more	
  valuable,	
  we	
  have	
  more	
  weight	
  to	
  us.	
  
We	
  become	
  weighDer,	
  we	
  have	
  greater	
  influence,	
  because	
  the	
  scales	
  are	
  Dpped	
  from	
  here,	
  like	
  this,	
  
and	
  you	
  take	
  on	
  more	
  weight.	
  That’s	
  the	
  idea	
  that	
  Ted	
  is	
  suggesDng,	
  the	
  Greek	
  word.	
  It’s	
  the	
  word	
  
weight.	
  Not	
  wait,	
  but	
  weight.	
  You	
  take	
  on	
  more	
  value,	
  more	
  weight,	
  more	
  significance,	
  more	
  meaning	
  
because	
  of	
  the	
  weighDness	
  that	
  you	
  have.	
  That’s	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  being	
  transformed	
  from	
  one	
  stage	
  of	
  glory	
  
to	
  the	
  next.	
  Good	
  point.

Audience	
  Member:	
  GalaLans	
  2:20	
  is	
  kind	
  of	
  a	
  nice	
  counterbalance	
  of	
  that	
  [UNCLEAR]	
  summary	
  verse	
  
[UNCLEAR]	
  everything	
  that	
  we	
  said.

Please	
  read	
  it.	
  GalaDans	
  2:20.	
  Its’	
  no	
  longer	
  I	
  that	
  live…Christ,	
  isn’t	
  it?	
  Isn’t	
  that	
  what	
  it	
  is?	
  Let’s	
  take	
  a	
  
look	
  at	
  that.

Audience	
  Member:	
  “I	
  have	
  been	
  crucified	
  with	
  Christ;	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  I	
  who	
  live,	
  but	
  Christ	
  lives	
  in	
  
me;	
  and	
  the	
  life	
  which	
  I	
  now	
  live	
  in	
  the	
  flesh	
  I	
  live	
  by	
  faith	
  in	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  God,	
  who	
  loved	
  me	
  and	
  gave	
  
Himself	
  up	
  for	
  me,”	
  So	
  it	
  really	
  goes	
  to	
  what	
  you’re	
  saying.	
  It’s	
  not	
  our	
  obedience,	
  but	
  it’s	
  the	
  moLvaLon	
  
that	
  we	
  have	
  for	
  that	
  love,	
  driven	
  by	
  faith.

Amen.	
  That’s	
  a	
  great	
  summary	
  in	
  GalaDans	
  2:20.	
  We’ll	
  talk	
  about	
  that	
  a	
  liTle	
  bit	
  later	
  as	
  we	
  work	
  
through	
  our	
  outline	
  here.

Go	
  to	
  Lesson	
  5.	
  We	
  talked	
  about	
  our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  We	
  want	
  to	
  look	
  at…the	
  four	
  major	
  themes	
  that	
  
we	
  want	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  in	
  the	
  next	
  couple	
  of	
  weeks	
  are	
  this.	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Christ?	
  We’ve	
  
been	
  touching	
  on	
  that	
  rather	
  significantly	
  in	
  the	
  last	
  several	
  weeks,	
  but	
  we’ll	
  want	
  to	
  summarize	
  that.	
  
Then	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  what	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  that	
  Christ	
  is	
  in	
  us.	
  Then	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  we	
  are	
  like	
  
Christ.	
  We	
  just	
  touched	
  on	
  that	
  a	
  moment	
  ago,	
  about	
  the	
  weighDness	
  of	
  our	
  glory.	
  Then	
  we	
  are	
  with	
  
Christ—what	
  does	
  that	
  mean?	
  Those	
  are	
  the	
  four	
  main	
  elements	
  of	
  our	
  relaDonship	
  of	
  this	
  union	
  with	
  
Christ	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  explore.

Let’s	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  first	
  one,	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  God’s	
  eternal	
  plan—we	
  need	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  
this,	
  first	
  of	
  all.	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Christ?	
  Where	
  did	
  this	
  begin?	
  God	
  chose	
  us	
  in	
  Christ	
  
before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  That’s	
  where	
  it	
  began.	
  That’s	
  Ephesians	
  1:4.	
  It	
  was	
  in	
  Christ	
  that	
  we 	
  
were	
  desDned	
  and	
  appointed	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  for	
  the	
  praise	
  of	
  his	
  glory.

Go	
  to	
  Ephesians	
  1:4.	
  This	
  is	
  where	
  the	
  incepDon	
  of	
  our	
  salvaDon	
  starts.	
  Ephesians	
  1:4-­‐5,	
  “4just	
  as	
  He	
  
chose	
  us	
  in	
  Him	
  before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  be	
  holy	
  and	
  blameless	
  before	
  Him.	
  
In	
  love	
  5He	
  predesDned	
  us	
  to	
  adopDon	
  as	
  sons	
  through	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  to	
  Himself,	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  kind	
  
intenDon	
  of	
  His	
  will.”	
  That’s	
  where	
  it	
  all	
  began.	
  Your	
  salvaDon	
  began	
  right	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  God.	
  We	
  
need	
  to	
  explore	
  that.	
  What	
  does	
  it	
  mean?	
  It	
  was	
  in	
  Christ	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  desDned	
  to	
  live	
  a	
  life	
  for	
  his	
  
glory.

Later,	
  God	
  was	
  pleased	
  to	
  save	
  us,	
  to	
  regenerate	
  us,	
  and	
  called	
  us	
  because	
  of	
  his	
  own	
  purpose	
  and	
  
because	
  of	
  the	
  grace	
  which	
  he	
  gave	
  us	
  in	
  Christ	
  before	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  Dme.	
  Now,	
  why	
  did	
  he	
  do	
  this?	
  
The	
  answer	
  is	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  good	
  intenDons	
  of	
  his	
  will.	
  That’s	
  the	
  answer.	
  SomeDmes,	
  when	
  
somebody	
  says,	
  “Well,	
  why	
  does	
  God	
  do	
  that?”	
  someDmes	
  the	
  best	
  answer	
  you	
  can	
  say	
  is	
  just	
  
according	
  to	
  the	
  kind	
  intenDon	
  of	
  his	
  will.	
  That’s	
  it.	
  Is	
  this	
  something	
  that	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  are	
  going	
  to	
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understand	
  completely?	
  Absolutely	
  not.	
  But	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  your	
  and	
  my	
  salvaDon	
  began	
  
in	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  God,	
  not	
  in	
  our	
  response,	
  because	
  we	
  were	
  chosen	
  in	
  him,	
  in	
  Christ.

Let’s	
  explore	
  that	
  for	
  a	
  moment.	
  Go	
  to	
  2	
  Timothy	
  1:8-­‐9.	
  When	
  did	
  this	
  begin?	
  “8Therefore	
  do	
  not	
  be	
  
ashamed	
  of	
  the	
  tesDmony	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  or	
  of	
  me	
  His	
  prisoner	
  (Paul),	
  but	
  join	
  with	
  me	
  in	
  suffering	
  for	
  the	
  
gospel	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  God.”	
  NoDce	
  that.	
  He’s	
  saying,	
  “Help	
  me	
  suffer	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  
power	
  of	
  God.”	
  What	
  do	
  we	
  say?	
  “Lord,	
  by	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  God,	
  remove	
  all	
  the	
  suffering	
  from	
  me.”	
  He’s	
  
saying,	
  “Teach	
  me	
  how	
  to	
  suffer	
  according	
  to	
  your	
  power,”	
  not	
  remove	
  the	
  suffering	
  according	
  to	
  your	
  
power,	
  but	
  teach	
  me	
  how	
  to	
  suffer	
  according	
  to	
  your	
  power.

Here’s	
  the	
  reason	
  why,	
  “9who	
  has	
  saved	
  us	
  and	
  called	
  us	
  with	
  a	
  holy	
  calling,	
  not	
  according	
  to	
  our	
  works,	
  
but	
  according	
  to	
  His	
  own	
  purpose	
  and	
  grace	
  which	
  was	
  granted	
  us	
  in	
  Christ	
  Jesus…”	
  when	
  you	
  believed.	
  
It	
  doesn’t	
  say	
  that	
  does	
  it?	
  “From	
  all	
  eternity.”	
  When	
  was	
  this	
  granted	
  to	
  you?	
  Before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  
the	
  world.	
  That’s	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon.	
  From	
  all	
  eternity	
  past.	
  That’s	
  when	
  you	
  received	
  
God’s	
  grace.	
  When	
  did	
  you	
  receive	
  the	
  first	
  dose	
  of	
  God’s	
  grace?	
  In	
  eternity	
  past.

Now	
  you	
  see,	
  folks,	
  if	
  you’re	
  not	
  in	
  Christ,	
  if	
  you’re	
  in	
  Adam	
  today,	
  this	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  make	
  no	
  sense	
  at	
  all.	
  
You	
  understand	
  that?	
  A	
  person	
  who’s	
  in	
  Adam,	
  they’re	
  going	
  to	
  say,	
  “This	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  ridiculous	
  stuff.	
  
You’re	
  telling	
  me	
  that	
  God	
  chose	
  me	
  before	
  I	
  was	
  even	
  born?”	
  “Yes.”	
  “That’s	
  absolutely	
  ridiculous.”	
  
That’s	
  the	
  veil.	
  UnDl	
  that	
  person	
  turns	
  to	
  Christ,	
  they’re	
  bound	
  by	
  their	
  own	
  limitaDons.	
  There’s	
  no	
  
liberty.

You	
  see,	
  if	
  you’re	
  in	
  Adam,	
  there	
  are	
  only	
  two	
  kinds	
  of	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  guys.	
  You’re	
  either	
  in	
  Adam	
  
or	
  you’re	
  in	
  Christ.	
  You	
  either	
  don’t	
  understand	
  this	
  or	
  you	
  do	
  understand	
  it.	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  understand	
  it,	
  
what’s	
  your	
  response?	
  What	
  did	
  the	
  Scripture	
  say?	
  Turn	
  to	
  the	
  Lord!	
  Come	
  to	
  Christ!	
  Ask	
  him	
  to	
  
remove	
  the	
  veil.	
  Repent	
  and	
  believe.	
  You	
  see,	
  that’s	
  the	
  command	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel	
  is	
  to	
  repent	
  and	
  
believe.	
  If	
  you	
  don’t	
  understand	
  this,	
  then	
  come	
  to	
  saving	
  faith.	
  Ask	
  the	
  Lord	
  to	
  save	
  you.	
  It’s	
  the	
  one	
  
thing	
  that	
  you	
  can’t	
  do	
  for	
  yourself.	
  Turn	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  and…that’s	
  when	
  the	
  veil	
  is	
  removed	
  and	
  liberty	
  
becomes	
  part	
  of	
  your	
  life;	
  you	
  begin	
  to	
  understand	
  these	
  things.

Since	
  we	
  did	
  not	
  exist	
  before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  Scripture	
  teaches	
  us	
  that	
  God	
  the	
  Father	
  
ordained,	
  that	
  looking	
  into	
  the	
  future,	
  and	
  knowing	
  that	
  we	
  would	
  exist,	
  thought	
  of	
  us	
  in	
  a	
  special	
  
relaDonship	
  with	
  Christ.	
  Now,	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  this.	
  He	
  did	
  not	
  first	
  choose	
  us	
  and	
  then	
  decide	
  to	
  
relate	
  us	
  to	
  Christ.	
  Rather,	
  while	
  choosing	
  us,	
  before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  the	
  world,	
  he	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  Dme	
  
thought	
  of	
  us	
  as	
  belonging	
  in	
  Christ	
  in	
  a	
  very	
  special	
  way	
  as	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  he	
  thought	
  
of	
  us,	
  about	
  us	
  eventually	
  having	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  share	
  in	
  the	
  blessings	
  of	
  Christ’s	
  work.	
  When	
  God	
  thought	
  
of	
  you,	
  he	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  as	
  what?	
  In	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  how	
  God	
  has	
  thought	
  about	
  you	
  from	
  eternity	
  past.	
  
Do	
  you	
  understand	
  that?	
  That’s	
  how	
  he	
  views	
  you	
  right	
  now.

He	
  views	
  you	
  as	
  in	
  Christ	
  because	
  that’s	
  how	
  he	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  since	
  incepDon,	
  since	
  his	
  very	
  first	
  
thought	
  of	
  you,	
  he	
  viewed	
  you	
  in	
  a	
  special	
  relaDonship,	
  that	
  one	
  day	
  you	
  would	
  receive	
  all	
  the	
  blessings	
  
and	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  Christ’s	
  accomplished	
  salvaDon	
  because	
  he	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  and	
  his	
  very	
  twinkling	
  
thought	
  of	
  you	
  was	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ.	
  He	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  then	
  as	
  in	
  Christ.	
  How	
  does	
  he	
  think	
  of	
  you	
  
now?	
  In	
  Christ.	
  You’re	
  either	
  in	
  Christ	
  or	
  you’re	
  in	
  Adam.	
  It’s	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  possibiliDes.	
  There’s	
  no	
  
other	
  opDon.	
  You’re	
  either	
  in	
  Adam	
  or	
  you’re	
  in	
  Christ.

If	
  you	
  are	
  in	
  Christ	
  then	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  understand	
  when	
  did	
  that	
  begin?	
  That	
  began	
  in	
  the	
  counsels	
  of	
  the	
  
Trinity—God	
  the	
  Father,	
  God	
  the	
  Son	
  and	
  God	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit.	
  He	
  viewed	
  you	
  before	
  you	
  were	
  even	
  
born	
  as	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  What	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  are	
  now	
  doing	
  is	
  experiencing	
  the	
  reality	
  of	
  that,	
  that	
  we’re	
  in	
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Christ	
  today.	
  Do	
  you	
  understand	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  that?	
  I	
  just	
  wish	
  every	
  church	
  in	
  America	
  could	
  hear	
  
this.	
  Not	
  because	
  I’m	
  teaching	
  it,	
  but	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  truth	
  of	
  the	
  Scripture.	
  How	
  many	
  of	
  your	
  churches	
  
have	
  ever	
  heard	
  this	
  stuff	
  in	
  your	
  church?	
  Not	
  too	
  many,	
  I	
  would	
  say.	
  This	
  is	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  salvaDon.	
  This	
  
is	
  the	
  message	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel.	
  It	
  starts	
  in	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  God,	
  when	
  he	
  viewed	
  us	
  as	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.

Let	
  me	
  read	
  something	
  from	
  John	
  Murray,	
  who	
  has	
  a	
  wonderful	
  book	
  called	
  RedempLon	
  Accomplished	
  
and	
  Applied.	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  hear	
  what	
  he	
  says	
  about	
  what	
  I	
  just	
  said,	
  or	
  what	
  I	
  just	
  said	
  about	
  what	
  he’s	
  
going	
  to	
  say,	
  or	
  what	
  he	
  wrote	
  about	
  what	
  the	
  Scripture	
  said.

Audience	
  Member:	
  Before	
  the	
  foundaLon	
  of	
  the	
  world.

Before	
  the	
  foundaDon	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  Here’s	
  what	
  he	
  says	
  in	
  his	
  wonderful	
  book	
  called	
  RedempLon	
  
Accomplished	
  and	
  Applied,	
  “Union	
  with	
  Christ	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  inclusive	
  subject.	
  It	
  embraces	
  the	
  wide	
  span	
  of	
  
salvaDon	
  from	
  the	
  ulDmate	
  source	
  in	
  the	
  eternal	
  elecDon	
  of	
  God	
  to	
  its	
  final	
  fruiDon	
  in	
  the	
  glorificaDon	
  
of	
  the	
  elect.	
  With	
  regard	
  to	
  the	
  one,	
  the	
  incepDon	
  of	
  salvaDon,	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  involves	
  the	
  elecDon	
  
of	
  all	
  believers	
  in	
  Christ.	
  There	
  was	
  no	
  elecDon	
  of	
  the	
  Father	
  in	
  eternity	
  apart	
  from	
  Christ,	
  and	
  that	
  
means	
  that	
  those	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  saved	
  were	
  not	
  even	
  contemplated	
  by	
  the	
  Father	
  in	
  the	
  ulDmate	
  course	
  
of	
  his	
  predesDnaDng	
  love	
  apart	
  from	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.”	
  He	
  never	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  apart	
  from	
  being	
  
unified	
  with	
  Christ.	
  That’s	
  been	
  his	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  since	
  incepDon.	
  Union	
  with	
  Christ.	
  “They	
  were	
  
chosen	
  in	
  Christ,	
  not	
  chosen	
  because	
  of	
  who	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  are,	
  but	
  we	
  were	
  chosen	
  in	
  Christ.	
  Concerning	
  
the	
  conDnuaDon	
  of	
  salvaDon,	
  union	
  involves	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  fellowship	
  with	
  the	
  risen	
  Christ.	
  By	
  
the	
  actual	
  partaking	
  of	
  Christ,	
  the	
  saving	
  grace,	
  life	
  and	
  power	
  of	
  the	
  Savior	
  becomes	
  operaDve	
  in	
  the	
  
believer.”	
  That’s	
  Romans	
  6:4,	
  11,	
  which	
  we	
  read.	
  “This	
  present	
  aspect	
  of	
  union	
  involves	
  effectual	
  calling,	
  
regeneraDon,	
  conversion,	
  jusDficaDon,	
  adopDon,	
  sancDficaDon	
  and	
  perseverance.	
  Finally,	
  with	
  respect	
  
to	
  the	
  consummaDon	
  of	
  salvaDon,	
  union	
  with	
  Christ	
  involves	
  the	
  believer’s	
  bodily	
  resurrecDon	
  (1	
  
Corinthians	
  15:22-­‐23)	
  and	
  glorificaDon	
  (Romans	
  8:7)	
  with	
  Christ.”

Now	
  noDce,	
  he	
  gives	
  a	
  wonderful	
  summary	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  salvaDon.	
  It’s	
  incepDon,	
  it	
  conDnuaDon	
  and	
  it’s	
  
consummaDon.	
  It	
  all	
  starts	
  because	
  God	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  this	
  way.	
  He	
  thought	
  of	
  you	
  from	
  eternity	
  past	
  
as	
  being	
  in	
  Christ,	
  therefore,	
  certain	
  things	
  are	
  going	
  on	
  in	
  your	
  life	
  right	
  now	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  
conDnuaDon	
  of	
  your	
  salvaDon	
  in	
  Christ,	
  and	
  the	
  final	
  glorificaDon	
  will	
  be	
  when	
  you	
  have	
  a	
  resurrected	
  
body	
  and	
  you	
  are	
  resurrected	
  in	
  Christ.	
  God	
  has	
  never	
  viewed	
  you	
  any	
  other	
  way	
  if	
  you’re	
  in	
  Christ	
  
today	
  than	
  realizing	
  that	
  he	
  viewed	
  you	
  in	
  a	
  very	
  special	
  relaDonship	
  as	
  begin	
  in	
  Christ,	
  and	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  
are	
  now	
  experiencing	
  the	
  realiDes	
  of	
  that	
  as	
  we	
  conDnue	
  working	
  out	
  our	
  salvaDon	
  with	
  fear	
  and	
  
trembling.	
  Do	
  you	
  see	
  that,	
  guys?

I	
  trust	
  that	
  I’m	
  teaching	
  this	
  somewhat	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  understanding.	
  I	
  mean,	
  this	
  is	
  just	
  phenomenal.	
  I	
  
mean,	
  take	
  a	
  look	
  at	
  yourself.	
  This	
  is	
  not	
  about	
  self-­‐esteem.	
  My	
  goodness.	
  I	
  remember,	
  I	
  was	
  teaching	
  
this	
  in	
  my	
  church	
  in	
  Kansas	
  years	
  ago.	
  A	
  woman	
  came	
  up	
  to	
  me	
  and	
  said,	
  “Pastor	
  Bruce,	
  that	
  was	
  a	
  
marvelous	
  sermon.	
  You’re	
  really	
  teaching	
  us	
  about	
  self-­‐esteem,	
  aren’t	
  you?”	
  {LAUGHTER}	
  I	
  went,	
  
“Uhhh.”	
  If	
  I	
  did,	
  I	
  asked	
  her	
  for	
  forgiveness.	
  I	
  said,	
  “If	
  that’s	
  what	
  you	
  got	
  out	
  of	
  that,	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  as	
  your	
  
forgiveness.	
  If	
  I	
  did	
  that…”	
  I’m	
  not	
  talking	
  about	
  self-­‐esteem.	
  I’m	
  talking	
  about	
  being	
  in	
  Christ.	
  I’m	
  
talking	
  about	
  this	
  union	
  of	
  how	
  God	
  views	
  you.	
  Guys,	
  you’ve	
  got	
  to	
  think	
  correctly	
  of	
  yourself.

Now	
  that	
  does	
  not	
  mean	
  that	
  you	
  and	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  licenDous.	
  LicenDousness	
  means	
  this—it	
  doesn’t	
  make	
  
any	
  difference	
  what	
  I	
  do.	
  Legalism	
  says	
  it	
  makes	
  a	
  difference	
  what	
  I	
  do.	
  Grace	
  says	
  it	
  makes	
  a	
  difference	
  
what	
  I	
  did	
  for	
  you.	
  There’s	
  a	
  difference.	
  You	
  see,	
  it’s	
  all	
  of	
  grace.	
  We	
  are	
  saved	
  by	
  grace,	
  through	
  faith	
  
alone,	
  in	
  Christ	
  alone,	
  revealed	
  in	
  the	
  Scripture	
  alone	
  for	
  the	
  glory	
  of	
  God	
  alone.	
  God	
  has	
  never	
  thought	
  
of	
  you	
  any	
  other	
  way	
  if	
  you’re	
  in	
  Christ	
  today	
  than	
  you’re	
  in	
  union	
  with	
  him.	
  Therefore,	
  you	
  derive	
  and	
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are	
  worthy	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  benefits	
  and	
  the	
  blessings	
  of	
  his	
  accomplished	
  salvaDon.	
  He	
  did	
  not	
  make	
  
salvaDon	
  possible	
  for	
  you.	
  He	
  accomplished	
  it	
  for	
  you	
  in	
  eternity	
  past.

Tom:	
  Doesn’t	
  that	
  bring	
  us	
  back	
  to	
  1	
  John	
  5?	
  Then	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  in	
  Christ,	
  we	
  show	
  that	
  with	
  love	
  to	
  the	
  
brethren.

Absolutely.	
  We’ll	
  get	
  into	
  that,	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  like	
  him,	
  how	
  we	
  relate	
  to	
  one	
  another.

Audience	
  Member:	
  There’s	
  not	
  Lme	
  today,	
  but	
  next	
  Lme,	
  do	
  you	
  plan	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  the	
  difference	
  
between	
  the	
  [UNCLEAR]…

About	
  what?

Audience	
  Member:	
  [UNCLEAR]…

Okay.	
  We’ll	
  get	
  into	
  that,	
  but	
  not	
  today.	
  Guys,	
  bring…

Don:	
  It	
  seems	
  like	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  responses	
  to	
  what	
  you’re	
  saying	
  here	
  is	
  that	
  we	
  should	
  be	
  acLng,	
  really	
  
have	
  overwhelming	
  graLtude…

Amen!	
  What’s	
  the	
  response	
  to	
  this?

Audience	
  Member:	
  Obedience.

It’s	
  just	
  grateful	
  obedience.	
  It’s	
  a	
  love	
  response.	
  It’s	
  graDtude.	
  You	
  see,	
  that’s	
  why	
  we’re	
  moDvated	
  by	
  
graDtude,	
  not	
  by	
  griping.	
  We’re	
  not	
  gripers,	
  complainers	
  or	
  blamers.	
  We’re	
  moDvated	
  by	
  graDtude.	
  
When	
  you	
  understand	
  this	
  to	
  any	
  degree	
  at	
  all,	
  your	
  heart	
  just	
  ought	
  to	
  overflow	
  with	
  thank	
  you.	
  That’s	
  
why	
  so	
  oeen	
  all	
  the	
  Scriptures	
  end	
  up	
  with	
  being	
  thankful,	
  because	
  it’s	
  an	
  expression	
  of	
  understanding	
  
our	
  union	
  with	
  Christ.

Bring	
  lesson	
  5	
  and	
  we’ll	
  conDnue	
  as	
  we	
  work	
  our	
  way	
  through	
  this.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  paDence	
  in	
  
helping	
  us	
  go	
  through	
  this.	
  This	
  is	
  just	
  such	
  a	
  wonderful	
  concept.	
  I	
  don’t	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  beaDng	
  a	
  dead	
  
horse,	
  but	
  we’re	
  just	
  touching	
  the	
  Dp	
  of	
  the	
  iceberg.	
  There’s	
  so	
  much	
  more	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  understand.	
  May	
  
God	
  give	
  us	
  the	
  grace	
  to	
  understand	
  this	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  understanding.	
  Let’s	
  pray.

Father,	
  is	
  overwhelming.	
  As	
  Don	
  just	
  said,	
  our	
  response	
  should	
  just	
  be	
  graDtude.	
  Father,	
  help	
  us	
  get	
  
over	
  our	
  conceitedness,	
  our	
  ego-­‐centeredness,	
  thinking	
  that	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  achieve	
  our	
  self-­‐worth,	
  rather	
  
than	
  to	
  receive	
  our	
  self-­‐worth	
  because	
  of	
  your	
  grace.	
  Father,	
  just	
  give	
  us	
  a	
  heart	
  of	
  obedience.	
  Father,	
  if	
  
the	
  grace	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  does	
  not	
  moDvate	
  us	
  with	
  graDtude	
  to	
  be	
  obedient,	
  then	
  we	
  don’t	
  have	
  grace	
  at	
  
all	
  and	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  saving	
  faith,	
  to	
  turn	
  to	
  the	
  Lord	
  and	
  have	
  that	
  veil	
  removed.	
  If	
  there’s	
  one	
  
here	
  today	
  who’s	
  in	
  that	
  situaDon,	
  Father,	
  would	
  you	
  cause	
  them	
  to	
  turn	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  remove	
  that	
  veil.	
  
May	
  it	
  be	
  so	
  for	
  Jesus’	
  sake.	
  And	
  all	
  the	
  Brave	
  Men	
  said…Amen!!
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