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Merciful Heavenly Father, you remind us that your eye is on the sparrow, and therefore, we know that you watch over us. Father, you are our ultimate Defender, our Protector, our Master, our King. We just trust, Lord, that today, that you would be the one who would pardon our sin, you’d be the one who would protect us from the evil one, and you would be the one who would lead us into glory. Father, we just thank you for the privilege of sitting at your feet once again, and we trust that your Holy Spirit would fulfill his job description, and that is to guide us into all truth. So Father, that means we pray that you’d be pleased to open our eyes, once again, that we might behold you more clearly for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Continuing our study of the Formation and Function of the Church. The last several weeks, we have been talking about the church at large, the universal church, if you would. The word, ecclesia, which means gathering or assembly. We’ve been looking at the big picture, say from 100,000 feet, and this is a quick review. We’ve been looking at Ephesians 1 and 2. In Ephesians 1, we saw the method that God used to form his church–the word ecclesia, the gathering–it’s through the process of his gracious election. We saw the object of God’s election in Ephesians 1 was us–those of us who are redeemed. 

We saw the time of the formation of the body of Christ, and that was before the foundation of the world. We saw that the purpose of the formation of the body is that we would be holy and blameless beforehand; in other words, so that they we would have fellowship with the Living God through the person and work of Christ. We saw the motive of the formation of the church was in love. 

He formed the body of Christ in love. He chose us to be holy and blameless beforehand, before the foundation of the world so that we would have a relationship with him. The motive for that is His love for us. The result of the formation of the body was that we are adopted as sons. We now have the same Heavenly Father. That shapes all of our relationships. The way that you and I relate to each other is because we recognize that we all have the same Heavenly Father. Now I’m not talking about the Muslims and everybody else in the world. I’m talking about the formation of the body of Christ. It’s excluding any of those who are outside the body of Christ. This is not universalism we’re talking about. We’re talking about the realization that when you have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, you’ve come to the saving relationship to God the Father through God the Son, you now have the same Heavenly Father that somebody else who’s gone through the same process of regeneration has got.

Jesus said, “No one comes to the Father but by Me,” and so it’s a rather exclusive relationship. Christianity is the most exclusive of all the faiths, but it’s also the most gracious, and those two things are in perfect balance, and so we see that he, we have been, a result of this formation was that we are adopted as sons so that we have the same Heavenly Father.

Then we saw the goal of the formation of the body was to be to the praise of the glory of his grace. That was Ephesians 1. Then we went to chapter 2 and we saw that the way that one enters into the body of Christ, into the assembly, is through the process of God’s gracious salvation. In Ephesians 2, we saw that we are saved from our sins. We are saved from something to something. We are saved from our sin. And then we are saved because of love–we saw in Ephesians 2. God loved us, therefore, he saved us. We are saved into life. We are saved from being blind, dead, spiritually dead. We’re saved into life.

Then we are saved for a purpose, that we are to be the means by which God demonstrates the unsearchable riches of his grace. He does that through our life. And so our purpose is the same. Everybody in this room has the same purpose. We are the means by which God is going to put his unsearchable riches on display. You do that when you play golf, when you drive your car, when you go shopping or when you’re at work, or when you’re with your family. You and I have exactly the same purpose. That’s different than your calling. Our purpose is to be the means by which God gives his life away. Wherever we are, we are in that process of doing that.

Then we saw that we are saved by grace through faith. By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in the Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone. That’s the whole salvation process. Again, it’s by grace alone, thru faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in the Scripture alone–not extra biblical resources; but Sola Scriptura–and then for the glory of God alone. Then we are saved by grace through faith, and then we are saved unto good works. In other words, the reason that someone knows that you and I have been regenerated is because of the altered conduct that we now have, and there’s evidence of that. Our whole salvation process, the end result is, we are saved unto good works–not by good works–unto good works so that the world will see that those are things that God ordained before the foundation of the world. Sometimes you and I never understand what a good work is until its over; so it’s after. That’s when you recognize it was a good work.

I was coming back from a business appointment in Washington, DC, and I stopped at Breezewood yesterday, about 9:00, and gassed up and just went in and had a Subway sandwich. I was coming out to get back into my car and this disheveled, rather old car pulled up beside me, and this young woman was in there, probably in her early 40’s. She had tears in her eyes and said, “Sir, could you help me?” I said, “What may I do for you?” She said, “I don’t have enough gas in my car to get home. I’m not sure that I can get out of the parking lot. Would you have some money to help me get home?” I said, “Well, I tell you what I’ll do. Why don’t you just pull over here and I’ll gas up your car. I’ll pay for it.” I didn’t want to give her money because I didn’t know what she was going to do with it. Anyway, I just said, “Why don’t you just pull out, I’ll pull up my car, and you just pull in behind me and I’ll just put it on my credit card and I’ll pay for it.” Well she just broke down and wept and she said, “Nobody’s kind to people anymore. What’s your name?” I said, “My name is irrelevant.” {LAUGHTER} I said, “That’s Irish.” {LAUGHTER} No, I said, “My name is irrelevant, but what I want to do is I want to do this in the name of Christ.” She just cried and she said, “No one is kind to people anymore.” I said, “Yes, there are a few of us around. All I want you to do is be kind to somebody else when you have a chance when you drive away,” and so she did.

Now I’m just thinking, at that point in history, there was no one in all the universe who could have done that event, that good deed, except me, last night. When she drove away, that’s when I said, “Oh, Lord! That was one of those good works which you ordained before the foundation of the world, that I just participated in.” Now it’s not a means of patting myself on the back. It’s just the realization of realizing that you and I need to be sensitive. You never know how the Lord is going to use you.

Now I don’t know what the Lord will do with that, but I do know this, that a seed was planted in that woman’s heart, and I just trust that somebody down the road, she’s going to think about this guy name irrelevant {LAUGHTER} who did something in the name of Christ. You never know what’s going to happen. She drove away, she was heading back into Maryland and I was coming back to Pittsburgh. I just prayed for her. I said, “Lord, I just entrust that act for your grace that you might use it for your glory.”

You see, guys, you and I do have a purpose in life, and that is just to be the means by which you can put the immeasurable riches of God’s grace on display, and you never know how that’s going to end. Now I’m not saying that you need to go buy gas for people. That’s not what I’m saying. All I’m saying is just recognize the sensitivity of the moment. You just never know. You just never know how the Lord is going to use that. That’s our purpose, guys. She doesn’t need to know my name. She just needs to know that there was somebody who was kind, somebody who was perhaps gracious, somebody who just helped her.

Now, it doesn’t take much to be kind to people. If we could just recognize that we’re saved unto good works–not saved by good works–but that’s an expression of my love for Christ. Your expression of love for Christ might occur today in some other form, but just be aware of the sensitivity of those moments when you can be the means by which God puts his life on display.

As we looked at Ephesians 1 and 2, we saw the formation of the large body of Christ. Today, I want to talk about the local body of Christ, the local expression. You’ll see that on your lesson #5, handout #5. We’ve gone from the big picture of the ecclesia–the gathering, the assembly of God’s people through salvation, through the grace of God. By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in the Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone. We’ve seen that in Ephesians 1 and 2.

Now what does that begin to do? How does that translate into our having a local fellowship, known as the local church? We’ve talked about the universal church. Let’s talk about the local church. First of all, we need to understand that God’s view of leadership is different than man’s way of leadership. The reason it is, is because of the functionality of the body. For us to understand church leadership, we need to understand, first of all, how the body was formed so that then you begin to see that the leadership is designed to support the formation of this ecclesia of the local church.

Let me just give you a quick contrast. Here’s a study that I did some time ago dealing with the contrast between what the world looks for in a leader versus God’s way of qualifying a leader. First of all, man’s way is that we focus on power. God’s way is that we focus on submission. You see, the world says it’s all about power. In the church, it’s all about submission. The world says it’s freedom and individuality. In the church, it’s responsibility and authority. The world says a leader needs to get ahead. In the church, a leader needs to give away. In the world’s system, there’s immediate fulfillment. In the church, leadership is lasting achievement. The world says it’s praise for self. In the church, it’s praise from God. In the world’s way of leadership, it’s self-gratification. In the church, it’s self-control. Man’s way of leadership says be served. In the church, it’s to serve. In the world, the world says you’ve got to forge ahead as a leader. In the church, it’s waiting on God. Waiting on God is a lost art in our culture. We think that waiting is passivity. Waiting is aggressiveness.

Let me address that just for a moment. Isaiah 40:31, “Those that wait upon the Lord will renew their strength, they shall mount up with wing like eagles, they never grow tired and get weary.” You see, waiting, in the Hebrew concept, means that when you wait you get stronger. Those who wait upon the Lord renew their strength. In other words, when we wait, we are getting stronger because you mount up your eyes like an eagle, and what does an eagle do when he gets hungry? He doesn’t go low, he goes high. They go up so they can see where the terrain is. In other words, they have a clear perspective of the environment. Now notice, when you wait upon the Lord, the first thing is you get stronger in your faith. Secondly is you develop a better perspective of the environment, like the eyes of an eagle.

When I went to flight school, I was told that an eagle could be five miles in the air and identify the difference between me and Don. Thousands of feet high, they can see the difference between a deer and a fish, or whatever it would be, because their eyesight is so clear. Now notice, they go up to elevation in order to see. That’s what you do when you fly. When you’re in danger, you go to altitude so you can see the rest of the terrain. Wonderful illustration there of the power of waiting. Those who wait upon the Lord renew their strength. You get stronger. And then you see things more clearly.

The world says a leader forges ahead. In the church, a leader waits on God. In the man’s way of leadership, we are to lead people. In the church, we are to follow God. In man’s way of leadership, it’s competition. In the church, it’s cooperation. The world’s way of leadership says you write the book on what you’ve learned. In the church, you read the book of what was given. And then lastly, man’s way of leadership is this–you win at all costs. In the church, the victory is already won. 

Now there’s just a contrast between what the world says leadership is and what the local church, Scripture, says the leadership is. Tremendous contrast. Now we need to understand why that contrast exists, and that’s because we need to understand the formation of the local church assembly. We’ve seen the big picture. Now let’s take a look at the local church assembly to understand why the description I gave you of godly leadership has its expressions that way. It’s because of the physical unit of the local church known as the body of Christ. It is the body of Christ that determines the style of leadership. Just as the world determines the style of leadership. We need to take an understanding of this issue of how the church is formed locally, and that is all under this one expression, that Christ is the sole head of the church. It starts right there.

So we need to understand that the church is instruction, not construction. We form the church from instruction. We have been given instructions in the Scripture how to assemble a group of people known as the local expression of the church. We don’t go construct something. In other words, the local church expression of the body of Christ is not an invention of some ecclesiastical bureaucrats, but it’s the structure Christ gives to the life of his own body.

Now there’s a huge difference. It’s not a group of people assembling and saying we need to be organized this way. The Scripture tells us that this is the way in which the structure is formed so that Christ is giving power to his own body. Remember the body of Christ. This is his body. He is the sole head of that, therefore, he is not asking us to construct something to make it work. He’s instructing us on how to do it. There’s a difference between instruction and construction. We don’t sit around and construct what the church ought to be like. We’re not looking for a new paradigm. All I ever hear all the time is the church needs a new paradigm. No! You just need people to read the Book. Figure out what was instructed to be. We don’t need to create a new methodology of the church. It’s been given to us because God, in his grace, because Christ is the head of the church, that forms everything else that we do.

We need to realize this, that as a result of this, Christ is the Chief Shepherd of the church (1 Peter 5:4), Christ is the Great Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20), and Christ is the Head of the church (Ephesians 1:22-23), and Christ is the Bishop of the souls. You realize that? Christ is the bishop of your and my soul (1 Peter 2:25). You see, those are the inherent ingredients of a formation that’s going to require a certain kind of leadership, because it’s not something that is constructed by the world. It is instructed by the Holy Spirit of God and saying this is how I give life to my body of which you are a part. So we understand then that the church is a theocracy; it’s not a democracy. We take orders from him, not from us. It’s not a matter of consensus. It’s a matter of taking orders from the Chief Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, the Head of the church and the Bishop of your soul.

Now I think there are three elements I would offer for your consideration of government flowing from the fact that Christ is the Head of the church. First it would be this–Kingdom authority. We need to understand Kingdom authority. Christ rules his church by his Word and by his Spirit, that’s what shapes church government. Christ rules his church by his Word and by his Spirit, and that is what shapes the government of the church. So we need to understand, and we’ll get into this in greater detail.

Christ’s rule is absolute, so we don’t reduce it, we don’t modify it, nor do we add to it, to what is has described. Now let me just show you some…go to Galatians 1:8. Here’s what I’m saying is, we don’t add to this. We don’t sit around and say, “Let’s create a new paradigm. Let’s go around and create a new methodology. Let’s create a new system of church government. Because it worked in my business, we’re going to make it work here,” or whatever the illustration may be.

In Galatians 1:8, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.” In other words, you don’t mess around with the content of the Scripture. “As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:9) What is the Gospel that they heard? By grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, revealed in the Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone. The holiness of God, the sinfulness of man and the person and work of Christ in repentance and faith. If anybody’s preaching anything other than that, and they’re adding to it, let them be accursed. That’s serious stuff, folks.

My great fear, if you would–fear is not the word meaning afraid, but it’s the meaning respect–is that when I stand before the Lord, I think he’s going to ask me one thing as a pastor who teaches. It’s not how many people did you teach or many people did you lead to Christ. I think it’s going to be something much more simple. It’s going to be this, “Why did you say what you said?” Why did you say it? Why did you say what you said? You see, Paul is saying this–you don’t add to what Christ has given for his church. We’re not trying to create something that is new. We’re trying to follow that something that has been given to us.

Galatians 1:10-12, “ For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” Now one of the things we need to realize, guys, is that is not our job to refine, remold or reconstruct the church, or to add to it.

Then I would take you to Revelation 22:18-20, “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.” Now my point there, guys, is just trying to help you recognize the seriousness of thinking that it is our job to construct a new paradigm for the church.

The church is the physical, alive body of Christ, and he is the one, because of his Headship, is the one that says, “This is how life is brought into my body. You don’t reconstruct that; you just be obedient and submit to what I’m telling you is the well being for my body because this is how my body functions.” The Scripture teaches us how the body of Christ functions. It is a physical, healthy body. We need to realize that. He is the one who breathes life into it through his Word. He leads us through his Word and through his Spirit, and we are not to sit around and play around and come up with a new paradigm or a new structure of it, because his rule is absolute because he is the head of the church.

Secondly, the church is the new theocracy, not the state. The church is the new theocracy. In other words, if you want to see the Kingdom, where are you going to see it? You’re going to see it in the church, not in the state. You’re not going to see it in the U.S. You’re going to see it in the local reflection of the body of Christ. That’s where the theocracy is. It’s not a democracy. It’s a unique expression of the living body of Christ, and it’s different than the state, meaning the government, so we should not expect the government to be a theocracy. The only place you’re going to see the theocracy is those who are submitting to the live implications of the body of Christ through God’s word and through the Holy Spirit.

Notice that Christ…

Don: What do you mean by theocracy? The rule of God?

Yes. Very simply, that, just the rule of God. You’ll see that in a church. You’re not going to see that in the state. We shouldn’t expect it.

Bill: Words change. Definitions change. Gay, being gay, today, is not what it was when I was growing up. I think theocracy today is more of a mixture of God and American democracy.

Yes, it is.

Bill: The Scripture only speaks of a King of a monarch. It doesn’t speak of democracy in any shape or form.

No, that’s why I said the very first thing is with need to understand Kingdom authority when we talk about the local church, and that means the rule of God. You’re going to find that in the local expression of the body of Christ; you’re not going to find that in the state. We should not expect the United States to be a reflection of Kingdom authority. It’s not going to be that. That’s why we are salt and light in the midst of this world. You and I are the means by which god demonstrates his holiness to a lost world–that means our own country, so the only place that people are really going to see the rule of God is going to be in live expression of the body of Christ–that’s the local church. You’re not going to see that in the state government. Now that doesn’t mean that we’re not involved in state government. Absolutely we are. We’re involved as citizens because we’re committed to the local church to preach the Gospel to all creature, so yes we’re involved in life. But all I’m saying is you’re not going to expect and blend patriotism with theology and put together and call it Americanism and say that’s the church. It’s not.

The church is a local expression of the physical, healthy, growing physical body of people who have been redeemed and brought into express the theocracy of Kingdom rule in their relationships. That’s what the church is. We should not expect that to be in the United States or any other country.

We also need to understand in Kingdom authority that Christ’s power is spiritual; it’s not political. Christ’s power is spiritual, it’s not political. We need to understand that Christ’s power is ministerial (serving), not imperial (legislative). There’s a difference. Christ’s power in his local body is ministerial, meaning its serving. It is not imperial, which means legislative. Christ’s power is declarative, it’s not legislative. In other words, it’s not legalized. It is declared, and it’s declared in the Scripture.

We need to understand, first of all, that as we talk about church leadership, we need to understand the structure of which this leadership is going to evolve, in which this leadership is going to come to the fruition. It’s going to come because of this first principle of the Headship of Christ as Kingdom authority. We can only declare his will and Word; we don’t legislate new doctrines. We declare it. We don’t legislate it.

Practices of worship without Scriptural foundation. There’s awful lot of stuff that goes on that we have a lot of what we can an acceptable worship that has not Scriptural foundation, because we’re creating new styles of worship.

Now there is such a thing…you notice in John 3, John 4, it says that, “You will worship in spirit and in truth.” There’s such a thing as acceptable worship versus unacceptable worship. If the Scripture says, and it does say this, that worship, he’s looking for those who will worship him acceptably. That means that there are people who will worship him unacceptably. If you find one, there’s got have the other side of the coin.

We don’t take seriously our expressions of worship because we have oriented it toward us. Worship literally means to kiss toward. It means to bring honor and dignity to the object of your affection. When we organize worship to ourselves, we are the focus of our worship–the congregation–then we’re saying, we’re showing affection to ourselves. That’s not worship. Worship is not something you get. Worship is something you give. Worship is a verb. It’s not a noun.

How many times have you heard somebody say, “I’m not going back there because I didn’t receive a blessing in worship.” Well I don’t mean to be crass, but you aren’t expected to get a blessing. You went there to give one. Worship is a verb. It is something you do; it is not something you receive. Now do you receive back? Absolutely. No question about that. When you and I worship acceptably, we receive immeasurably more than we gave. But the orientation is, you see, that we think that we can create a whole different style of worship just because it is attractive to the congregation.

Now that doesn’t mean that we’re rigid, we’re firm, we’re staid, we’re cold. It doesn’t mean that at all. Jesus said, “You worship in spirit and truth.” That means with truth and with warmth, with truth and passion. There’s a mixture of the heart and the mind. My concern is that we sometimes think that we can legislate what worship is and what it should look like rather than declaring what it ought to be.

Don: I think that in some churches today, the focus of “worship” is to attract unbelievers. They have “seeker sensitive” services where you have all kinds of things that I don’t believe the Scripture prescribes in worship. It’s done so that it would appeal to the world, and I think we need to remember that worship is for God’s people.

That’s right.

Don: It’s wonderful if non-believers come, but worship is to be for God’s people, and I think that’s very important.

Yeah, we’ve lost sight of that. Now who are the only ones that can worship? Believers. God’s people. Now just look at a couple of things, what we’ve done. Many times in our church bulletins, you’ll see something like, “praise and worship,” and what do we do? We sing, we pray, we do whatever, sing a bunch of choruses, sing a bunch of hymns, whatever it is. And then we have down here, “Sermon.” What’s that saying? Sermon isn’t part of praise and worship. You see, we’ve marginalized the most important aspect of worship, and that is God hearing, speaking to us. Yes, we praise him, we sing, we sing our hymns. He listens to our praise. But what is far more important? God hearing from us or our hearing from him? We need to hear from him. It’s the latter. What we’ve done, we’ve marginalized preaching.

Recently I was talking with a friend of mine who I had done some doctoral study with in England, and he had the opportunity to give a lecture on Puritan preaching. He made a statement–this was to a pastor’s conference–and he made a statement that said, “Often times, the preachers would pray for an hour,” I mean, “would preach for an hour to an hour-and-a-half.” Do you know what the first response from a pastor was? When did they have time to worship? When did they have time to worship? Now you see, what we’ve done is we’ve marginalized preaching because our culture is not oriented to that listening anymore. So we’ve just got to be careful. You see, it’s not our role to go legislate new methodologies. We declare. We declare the methodology; we don’t go legislate and create new ones. So I just think we have to be careful.

I think another thing, a very subtle thing, what do we refer to the people who are leading the music up front? The worship team. What’s that say to the congregation? You’re a bystander. They’re performing for you.

Audience Member: As part of that team, I could say it’s praise team, and what they’re, what our role is, is to bring people into praise through the music and through the singing, so we’re not there as a form of entertainment or anything like that. It’s to bring people in, and so that’s why, you know, none of the singing has dancing or any sort of histrionics. It’s the praise team. We draw people into praise of the Lord in the lyrics of the songs.

Amen to that. That’s the way it’s designed to do. My point is this. Who is the real praise team? The congregation. It’s the congregation. Why don’t we refer to the musicians up front as musicians?

Audience Member: That we’re not drummers.

They’re musicians. They’re singers. Call them that. Because you see, what we’re doing, we’re isolating the congregation and saying it’s them versus us. Now I realize the intent and the spirit is we want to bring them into praise and to worship. All I’m saying is the subtle nuances that we communicate by our structure sometimes defeats the very purpose, which is a great purpose of what we do. We want to bring people into worship. Why not call them the praise team? And have the musicians help us bring them into worship, because the real praise team is the congregation, of which the praise team is part.

Now I’m not trying to be nitpicky here, but all I’m saying is just look at the subtleties that we have, where we’re trying to create something that may hinder the real intention of what we want to do. You see, the idea is to bring the corporate congregation into worship and to praise. The musicians help us do that. I think we need to sometimes teach people what we want them to become. We want the congregation to become a what? A praise team. Call them that. Tell them that’s what they are. Maybe they’ll start acting like it. {LAUGHTER} And then we have our musicians who are, the musicians to come along and help us do that, because you’re absolutely right. Our brother is absolutely right. The whole purpose is to bring people into worship. But why don’t we call them that? And maybe they’ll start acting like it. They’ll start acting like a praise team of 500 people.

All I’m saying, guys, is we just got to be careful about the subtleties of how we’ve marginalized certain aspects of worship because we have thought that we are the ones who have the responsibility to legislate that.

Audience Member: We’re talking about preaching being marginalized, and in a way, depending on where you go, I would say that the preachers themselves have done a pretty good job of doing that…

Oh absolutely.

Audience Member: …by trying to preach according to mass appeal and trying to use catchy props to sort of draw people in, when really, the broader message is about Jesus Christ, and any preacher I’ve heard who’s stuck to that message unapologetically–people like you, people like Ted Woods.

Audience Member: Is it all about pride or the lectionary?

Audience Member: No, it is about the lectionary, but it is about Christ because…

The content of the lectionary.

Audience Member: Yes, the content.

You’re absolutely right. The ones who are most guilty about marginalizing preaching are the preachers. Absolutely. Who was it was telling me–Justin–were you telling me about your friend? About the Muslim?

Justin: Oh yeah.

Here’s an illustration, to support your point, which I agree with.

Justin: It was a Christian camp, I guess its up near [UNCLEAR] yesterday. I took family there because it was a Christian environment and they wanted to spend a week there, so they rotate pastors on Sunday. At the end of the sermon, the last [UNCLEAR] week that he was there, at the end of the sermon, the preacher said, “And you know that we all understand and accept Muslims and all those of Mohammad as all the same family,” and deserve the same and we’re all alike.

Audience Member: No.

Justin: [UNCLEAR]…pretty good teaching and they all looked at dad like what‘s up with this? This is what we believe. He said he took it as a good teaching moment, preparing them for the future saying we’d better be prepared because this probably won’t be the first time or the last time you hear this.

So you’re absolutely right. The one’s who are most guilty of marginalizing the message of the person and work of Christ are preachers. That’s why I think the question that the Holy Spirit will ask us when we stand before him is why did you say what you said?

Ted: I was, when you were talking about the Puritans preaching for an hour-and-a-half, I was just thinking, I wonder if where they got that many stories to tell {LAUGHTER}. That would require a lot of stories.

Yeah, a lot of stories. You’re right.

Audience Member: Movie reviews…there’s a lot of movies to review.

Audience Member (Tom Hansz an Architect): Back to the issue of choir and praising, I’ve designed a number of churches and several of them where the committees said, “We don’t want the choir up front cause their job is not to lead the congregation, it’s behind, they’re just supporting the congregation…[UNCLEAR]…so it puts the leadership back to the people.

Yeah, that’s a good illustration.

Audience Member: [UNCLEAR]…go to church now, they hand you a printed bulletin and you’re there to worship, and the pastor reads the program and he says, “Johnny’s program is really good. Susie’s making a lot of progress, and Billy’s program is really good.” I’m thinking well these people can‘t read, they‘ve got a priest up there reading and wasting a thousand Christians’ time petting people in the congregation. What’s up with that?

You’ll have to ask them. I can’t answer that. You’ll have to ask the pastor who does that. I’m not picking on churches. Please understand what I’m not doing, guys. I’m trying to be for something, not against something. I’m trying to be for something. I’m trying to be for the Kingdom rule of Christ in the local church, where the local authority of God is demonstrated in the local church. It’s not something that we legislate, it is something that we declare, that Christ has already given to us in his Word and by his Holy Spirit, which brings life to his body. Remember, we’re dealing with a physical body. What you put into that physical body is going to come out of that physical body. If you put the wrong things into this physical body known as the body of Christ, the wrong things are going to come out. 

I’m not against things. Please understand that. I’m really trying to be for something, and I’m trying to be for the fact that Christ has Kingdom rule and authority in the local church. He’s the head of the church, he’s the Great Shepherd of the church, he’s the Leader of the church, and he’s the Bishop of our souls. We need to understand that as it relates to Kingdom authority and how leadership, then, is a response and grows out of that. We don’t create our own style of leadership to make something work. He makes it work and therefore leadership comes as a result of this structure of how God breathes life into his flock.

Leaders are not given authority to exercise as they choose. They are not vicars ruling in his place, but they’re servants in his grace. There’s a difference. You see, leadership in the church are not vicars ruling in his place, they are servants who are leading and serving in his grace. That’s a result of the structure of the formation of the local ecclesia, the local body. Leadership is an expression of the formation of the body. We don’t create leadership to form a body. Leadership is a response to the formation of the body, which we’ll get into. That’s why the body is called to submit, to obey leadership. You’ll see in Matthew 16:9 and Matthew 18:17-20. (sounds like a phone ringing in the background) That’s a point of emphasis right there. {LAUGHTER} Hear that? The church is called to submit. 

People ask me, “Should I join this church or join that church?” One of the responsibilities of a church member is can you submit to the elders of the church. If you can’t submit to the elders of that church, don’t go there, because one of your responsibilities as a church member is to submit. Now you need to know who you’re submitting to. What quality of leadership are they bringing? Is it legislative from the world, as we described, or is it an expression of God qualifying people, who put them in a position to be your servant leader, so that you will want to submit. They don’t legislate. They’re not a vicar ruling in Christ’s place. They’re a servant who’s serving in his grace.

Audience Member: It’s kind of frustrating that the churches nowadays, especially with the men abdicating their positions, they just take whoever will give the time rather than whoever is worthy of the position. They don’t even instruct them in how to do these type of things. They just throw people in there.

Yeah, that’s correct. I think one of the important things…who has the ultimate responsibility for church leadership? The congregation does, apart from the Holy Spirit, when God qualifies. But who really holds them accountable? It’s the congregation. We’ve abdicated that. The congregation is the one who says, “No! That person is not an elder. This person is.” We’ve lost our responsibility as a congregation.

Audience Member: It’s hard to do this when the congregation doesn’t know the Word.

Well, that’s obvious, I mean, that’s a given. The problem is you don’t hear it from the pulpit. When’s the last time you heard a series on church leadership? Biblical? Biblical church leadership. When did you hear that? You see, you should never ever say, “We’re going to have to appoint our new elder,” without having taught from the pulpit first the 28 qualifications of an elder. You don’t pick elders. You don’t pick deacons. God qualifies them. What the congregation does is they recognize them, “Oh, that’s one. Here’s another one,” based upon the instructions of the Scripture of the qualifications. They meet the qualifications, therefore, I have the freedom and the desire to want to submit to them because I know they’ve been qualified by God with evidences in their life. You see, it’s the ultimate responsibility of church leadership is the congregation. They need to hold the congregation and the leaders accountable. What we’ve done is we’ve just bought into the fact that, “Well he’s a CEO. He’s the president of some company. He’s going to do well in the church.” That may or may not be true.

Audience Member: I think [UNCLEAR] we’ve turned over the leadership to the pastor who then nominates to the board of rubber stampers so that [UNCLEAR] will approve and the responsibility is on them [UNCLEAR].

There’s all sorts of ways of what the church isn’t. Guys, we need to focus on what the church is. Let’s be for something. We’re going to stand for something that is wonderfully radical in our culture, and that is the rule of God and the Kingdom authority of the local church. That’s what we’re going to try to explore over the next several months. May God give us the grace just to explore that. Let’s don’t be critical and be antagonistic. Let’s be for something and assume responsibility in your church where you go to be for something, and that is the rule of the Kingdom of God in the local expression of the body of Christ. Remember, he is the Head. He’s the Chief Shepherd. He’s the King. He’s the Master. We just need to submit to that. But we need to declare that; we don’t go legislate something new. We’ll continue this next week.

Let’s pray. Father, we thank you that the local church is a visible manifestation of a body that needs to be healthy. Father, teach us those things that make a healthy expression of your physical body, the church. Father, we just pray that you would give us the right spirit, that we would not be aggressively vindictive, but rather, we would stand for something that is tried and true because it comes from you. Father, we just pray that you would guide us. Give us the right spirit as we probe these issues, which are so important for the expression of the body of Christ to be glorifying to God. To that end, we thank you in Christ’s Name. And all the Brave Men said…Amen!

